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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Foundation Sunday
Black History, Black Future
Proclaimer: Frank Smith
Guest Voice: Kristan Pitts,
Social Activist
Sermon: All I Need…and More
Scripture: Mark 6:30-44
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “I Am His Child”
– HOGAN
Ensemble: Herring Choral Scholars
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next
available date is February 4.

From the Organist...

On January 21, I played a piece during
communion entitled “Beautiful Hands.”
One of my dear friends wrote the lyrics
to this beautiful piece about the hands
of Jesus. The first line says, “Beautiful
hands that broke the bread, cared
for the sick, and raised the dead.”
The song goes on to portray those
hands being pierced and broken, and
it finally paints the picture of Christ’s
hands held out ready to make us new.
More information about the song and
where you can listen to it again will be
in the organist’s blog on the church
website: firstbaptistgreenville.com/theorganists-blog/.
— Shelton

Always and Forever is an R&B song
written by Rod Temperton and was
recorded by his band Heatwave in
1976. The song was later recorded by
Luther Vandross in 1994 and won him
the Grammy Award for Best R&B Male
Vocalist in 1995. Since its first release,
it has been played at almost every
prom and every wedding reception
by every cover band in existence!
Perhaps because it is a perfect ‘slow
dance’ tune…or maybe, because it is
one of those rare songs that captures
the whole of a life – the ‘here and now’
and the future. It expresses the love
felt in the present and also conveys a
hope for a future commitment.
Sunday, February 4, is our annual
Foundation Sunday. This is a day in
the life of our church that carries the
depth and breadth of Rod Temperton’s
composition. It is a day that speaks to
the ‘here and now,’ yet also calls us
toward a future commitment. A lot will
be happening in the ‘here and now’
during this service. It will be an hour to
worship God and enjoy the fellowship
of our faith family. Kristan Pitts and
Frank Smith will guide our thoughts

concerning racial reconciliation and
harmony in the present. Our youth
will be collecting money through their
‘Souper Bowl Fundraiser’ to assist
present mission needs. All of these
present moments, however, will be
wrapped in the challenge of the future.
Infused into the elements of worship
will be a reminder of our commitment
to the future. All of the ministries that
we begin and in which we participate
today, must be sustained in the years
to come. Mission efforts begun today,
must be supported to their fruition.
Students who feel the call of God
on their life today must be able to
rely on the support of the church as
they prepare for their life’s ministry.
Missionaries who step onto the field
today should be able to depend upon
the prayerful, financial support of the
church tomorrow. Property built today
will need to be cared for in the days
to come. This and more is the work
of the First Baptist Foundation. The
Foundation takes the commitments
we make in the ‘here and now’ and
insures they are cared for in the future.
I hope you will be here for Foundation
Sunday on February 4, and if you
haven’t already, I hope you will include
the Foundation in your will and estate
planning today…so that the work of
the church can be cared for always
and forever…
— Jim

Reminders

Church Retreat
March 2-4, 2018
Unmasking God
Joy Yee, Retreat Leader
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwide-retreat/
Registration Fee by January 31: $30

Registration Fee after January 31: $55

Souper Bowl of Caring
YOUTH

THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, FOLLOWING WORSHIP
For over 25 years, young groups have made a united effort to
use the energy of the Super Bowl to collect dollars to help care
for partnering people and communities. Immediately following
worship this Sunday, February 4, members of our Youth Family
will be at Sanctuary exits collecting monetary donations in
soup pots. This year, 100% of the money collected will go
towards inner city missions in Washington, D.C. This summer
our high school youth will travel to D.C. for their mission trip
and stay at Calvary Baptist Church where our own Rev. Maria
Swearingen and Rev. Sally Sarratt are co-pastors. Our host
organization while in D.C., Reach Beyond Mission, will provide
for us an alternative mission trip opportunity in which our youth
will not only serve in the inner city, but also learn how they
might work in their own communities.

Youth Family Tailgate Party
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, AYMC TERRACE LEVEL
6:00 P.M. – END OF HALF TIME
The Youth Family will gather together to watch the
Philadelphia Eagles and the New England Patriots
face off. Youth are encouraged to bring friends
for fellowship and to enjoy the football game and
commercials, eat yummy tailgate snacks and win
prizes.
— Mary Carol and Sarah

YOUTH-COLLEGE

Academic Scholarships Deadline Approaches
DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 4
Academic scholarships are awarded by the Scholarship Committee
of First Baptist Greenville to qualified individuals seeking financial
assistance in pursuing an undergrad or seminary degree. This
opportunity is not restricted to church members. Friends and loved ones
are also welcome and encouraged to apply. These scholarships are
made available through the First Baptist Greenville Foundation and funded
by the incredible generosity of current and former church members.
Hard copies of the application(s) are available at the church’s front
reception desk. They can also be downloaded from the College page on the church’s website - http://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/scholarships/ *Note that there are two applications: a first-time application and
a renewal application for previous recipients. Be sure to complete the appropriate one by the deadline of
February 4.
— Mary Carol Anderson

USING THE MYERS BRIGGS TYPE INDICATOR TO UNDERSTAND OURSELVES AND DISCOVER
OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
FACILITATOR: JANNA PENNINGTON
Are all teachers? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all
interpret? These are questions Paul asked the church in
Corinth as they struggled together to find the best way to both
be themselves and to serve a God who had made each of them
with different gifts. We, too, have been created with diverse
personalities and preferences, and therefore, we are at our
best as the body of Christ when we each live out our strengths
and encourage others to live out theirs, too. Join us Saturday,
February 3, for a personality workshop that we hope will help
us understand ourselves and others and discover new and
exciting ways to serve God in the church and in our community.

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT

Parts of One Body

— Matt
Saturday, February 3
10:00am-12:30pm in the Parlor
$20 (includes lunch afterwards and the MBTI
assessment)
Check-in and coffee 9:30am-10:00am

Register at firstbaptistgreenville.com/
partsofonebody
“For just as the body is one and has many members
and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12

Splashing into a Brand New Year

— Becky

CHILDREN

Enjoy these photos from our Children’s Ministry
fellowship event on January 21st, when thirty-two
elementary aged children had a great time swimming
at the Kroc Center. For the missions component of
our outing, children brought baby bibs, onesies, burp
cloths, and a total of $86 to donate to Greenville’s Gift.

Menu

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Care List

as of 1/29/18
Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Jennie Taylor,
Freddie Jameson
Returned Home: Jimmy Stewart,
Tom Buford

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends
January 29-February 4
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
February 5-11
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Sympathy to…
…Joan Puryear and family in the death of
her brother.
…Ann Golden and family in the death of
her uncle.
…Ethel Martin and family in the death of
her brother.
…Eldon Russ and family in the death of
his mother.
…K.C. Spengeman and family in the death
of his brother.
…Eric Cain and family in the death of his
step-grandmother.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

February 7
Adults: Pasta Bar with Lasagna,
Salad, Italian Green Beans,
French Bread, Dessert
Kids: Pizza Bread, Tater Tots, Carrot Sticks
and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

January 31
Adults: Chicken Pot Pie, Rice,
Fried Apples, Salad, Dessert
Kids: Buttered Noodles with Sauce on the
Side, Veggies and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Financial Needs as of 1/27
$200,000
Receipts of 1/25
$171,855

Required reservations for the meal
must be made by noon on Monday by
visiting the church website or calling
the church office. Serving lines are
open 4:45-6:00pm.

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

1/28 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends
		 Support Group (Parlor)
1/31 Wednesdays at First Activities
2/2 10:30am First Friday Lunch and
		 More (Fellowship Hall)
2/2-5 Vocare to San Francisco
2/3 10:00am-12:30pm SEE: Parts of
		 One Body (Parlor)
2/4 10:30am Foundation Sunday
		 Souper Bowl of Caring
		 Frank Smith, Proclaimer
		 Kristan Pitts, Guest
6:00pm-Halftime Youth Family
		Tailgate
2/7 Wednesdays at First Activities
2/9 5:30-8:00pm Children’s Ministry
		 Event - Fifth Grade Night:
		 Pizza and SkyZone
2/11 9:30am Protecting Our Children
		(E-317)
10:30am Youth Sunday
		Baptism
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
		 Katrice Hardy, Guest

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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Vol. LIX January 29, 2018 No. 5

First Friday Lunch
and More
Join the Senior Adults for First Friday
Lunch and More on February 2. Games in
the Fellowship Hall and a book review in
the Media Center presented by Ana Gibbs
will start at 10:30am. Announcements
and a program on fire prevention will be
at 11:00am. The speaker will be Philip
Brown. Lunch will follow immediately.
Reservations are required for lunch. Lunch
is $5 and can be paid at the door. Please
sign up for lunch by emailing Frank Smith
at frank.smith@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or calling 864-370-2522 ext. 125.
— Shanda

Need a Ride to the
Doctor’s Office?
The Medical Appointment Transportation
Committee, a part of Ministry to Families,
offers rides for members to and from
medical appointments. Requests made a
week in advance will be appreciated.
Those in need of this service may call
Committee Chair Mary Rankin at
630-2894.

