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December 4, 2017

Sunday,  
December 10, 2017

Second Sunday of Advent
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Luke 1:46-56, 67-79
Sermon: Songs of the Season

Anthem: Magnificat – WILLCOCKS  
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 

with Organ, Brass and Percussion
Soloist: Amy Joye

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next 

available date is January 7.

Extended Session
Directors: Carmen and Max 

Gravlee
Twos/Threes: Jenny and Ming Lee

Fours: Beth and Stokely Holder
Fives: Marie and Steven Carpenter

Pianist: Peggy Nielson
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

Hurry and make a last minute 
reservation! Call the church office 
today! I mean right now! If you 
don’t want to eat, just show up at 
6:15pm. Even if you haven’t been 
to church on a Wednesday night in 
years, be in the Fellowship Hall this 
Wednesday night, December 6, for 
the Scrooge finale. Really…I’m not 
kidding…clear your calendar and 
be here this Wednesday!

Kyle Matthews has done an 
inspiring and artful job of walking 
us through the frames and footage 
of Leslie Bricusse’s musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol. With keen 
insight, he’s harvested biblical 
truths from the classic lines of both 
the book and film. We’ve watched 
characters develop, ghosts visit, 
clocks tick, locks latch and heard 
some wonderful music. This 
Wednesday, Kyle will reveal to us 
the beauty of Scrooge’s repentance 
and redemption. We will watch the 
final moments of this movie with a 
reprise of music that will have you 
smiling and crying at the same time. 
I know. I watch this movie every 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

year on the day after Thanksgiving. 
I watched it again this year. It never 
gets old.

There are some wonderful 
redemptive moments in Christmas 
cinema. Moments like: when the 
Grinch’s small heart grows three 
sizes, when Charlie Brown’s 
Christmas tree becomes the 
decorated centerpiece for the 
Peanuts’ choir, when Rudolph is 
invited to lead the sleigh team, and 
of course, when Susan, Doris and 
everyone else on 34th Street come 
to believe the Kris Kringle of Macy’s 
truly is Santa Claus. All of these 
are cinematic Christmas at its best, 
but none of them compare to the 
finale of Bricusse’s Scrooge. This 
Wednesday will be a meaningful, 
musical moment you will not want 
to miss! (Hmmmm…but so will the 
Sanctuary Choir’s presentation of 
Magnificat this Sunday,  
December 10, during morning 
worship. Oh, and there’s 
also the Children’s Choirs’ 
Christmas program at 6:00pm 
this Sunday. How could I forget 
next Wednesday, December 13 
– First on Main at NOMA Square 
downtown!) It’s a season of many 
wonderful musical moments. Put 
them all on your calendar and 
celebrate with your faith family this 
season.

— Jim

Reminders
Children’s Choir Christmas Program 

and Churchwide Fellowship
December 10, 6:00pm

Sanctuary
Fellowship to Follow in  

Fellowship Hall

Candlelight Service of  
Lessons and Carols

December 17, 6:30pm
Sanctuary

Church Retreat
March 2-4, 2018
Unmasking God

Joy Yee, Retreat Leader
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

churchwide-retreat/
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You think you know somebody... You see them every day 
at work or school, or every Sunday at church, and you 
formulate an entire profile in your mind of what they’re all 
about: how their house probably looks, who their friends 
probably are, where they probably go on vacation. Based 
on a first impression, we can even assume we know 
their values and beliefs. We want life to be simple and 
predictable, even if it means stereotyping, so we “think we 
know people...”

… and then you find out what they like to do for fun! You might even be shocked to learn that they 
actually have fun! Then all bets are off! Suddenly there must be a lot more to this person than you 
thought. Maybe some it you’d rather not know (see “TMI” in Journal of Social Etiquette), but you have to 
admit that you didn’t give them the benefit of the doubt. There’s always more than meets the eye.

When downtown businesspeople leave their offices and Christmas shoppers and tourists stroll down Main 
Street on the evening of Wednesday, December 13th, they might be surprised that the little band rocking 
fun, secular Christmas songs at NOMA Square is actually a group from the local First Baptist Church. They 
might be shocked to learn that the wicked guitarist is a bona fide American Ninja Warrior and that the gnarly 
bass player — Victor Wooten protege “Jimmy D” — is actually the senior pastor. They might not know what 
to do with a bunch of Jesus people who can go all evening without using religious jargon, proselytizing or 
condescension.  

They might even find themselves wanting to hang out with us on a regular basis. That would be a pretty 
wonderful Christmas present for the church, wouldn’t it? So show up, will ya? Shake off whatever humbug is 
bugging you, loosen up, be yourself, bring a friend, and join us for the fun!

“First on Main 2017,” is at NOMA Square (in front of the Hyatt Regency, 220 North Main). The 5:00pm set will 
be repeated after 6:00pm.

— Kyle

First on Main 2017
DECEMBER 13, 5:00PM & 6:00PM

On Sunday morning, December 10, the Sanctuary 
Choir will sing the Magnificat by Jonathan Willcocks 
for choir, brass, percussion and organ. The text from 
Luke 1 is Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel’s 
message that she will bear a child who will be Jesus, 
the Son of God. This modern Magnificat is exuberant 
and joyful – a beautiful setting of this powerful text. 
The story is so familiar to us that we tend to forget 
how powerful it really is. Barbara Brown Taylor writes 
that Mary’s Magnificat is not only “for Gabriel, who 
first gave her the good news, but for all who will 
benefit from it – for the proud and powerful who will 
be relieved of their swelled heads, for the hungry who 
will be filled with good things, for the rich who will be 
sent away empty so that they have room in them for 

more than money can buy. Her song is for Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob – for Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and 
Rachel – for every son and daughter of Israel who 
thought God had forgotten the promise to be with 
them forever, to love them forever, to give them fresh 
and endless life.”  

Come and hear the beautiful music of hope and joy 
this Advent season, and bring a friend!

— Vivian

P.S. Children will return their Lula Whilden World 
Missions Offering banks during the processional 
hymn.

Willcocks’ Magnificat
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The arrival of Advent also means the arrival of our annual 
missions MinisTREE. The MinisTREE is in the Reception 
area and is our invitation to bring Christmas to families 
in our community! The MinisTREE will benefit United 
Ministries (GAIHN) families and others in our community 
who need some extra Christmas cheer. Ornaments with 
wish lists items can be taken from the tree, and gifts are 
due back to the church by December 17. More details 
and instructions will be at the tree. In the meantime, 
please feel free to contact Shanda at shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com with questions. 

We hope you will plan to make this part of your family’s 
Advent celebration this year!

— Laura

MinisTREE Ministry Time!

Do you long for a stronger, more loving connection with 
your partner? If so, please mark your calendars to join 
us on February 23rd (6-8pm) and 24th (9am-4pm) for 
a relationship education and enhancement weekend 
for Christian couples in the AYMC. Based on the 
groundbreaking research of Susan Johnson, the creator 
of Emotionally-Focused Couples Therapy, First Baptist 
is proud to offer this internationally known seminar for 
the first time in Greenville.

Improving the quality of our emotional bond allows our 
homes to be more peaceful, our children to feel more 
secure, and our bodies to be healthier. Developing a 

stronger emotional bond in a relationship takes time and effort, and we often encounter roadblocks along the 
way. In this seminar, Rev. Kathy Chamlee and our very own Andy Johnston will help couples identify the circular 
arguments, uncomfortable emotions, and raw spots that make it difficult to connect more deeply. This seminar 
involves a mixture of presentations from the leaders, video clips, and exercises for couples to work through.

Pastoral Care is pleased to sponsor such an important event at our church at such an affordable price 
(scholarships are also available – just ask me!). Space is limited, and there is a discount for early-bird registration! 
Please use this link for more information and to sign up: http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/createdforconnection/

— Kendra

Created for Connection
CHRISTIAN COUPLES’ SEMINAR COMING TO FBG
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Lula Whilden World 
Missions Offering

Goal $125,000
as of 11/30 

$66,253

Wednesday Supper
Reservations are required and must 

be made on the church website or by 
calling the Reception Desk by noon 

on Monday prior to the meal. Serving 
lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Menu 
December 6 

Adults: Lemon Pepper Chicken, Potatoes 
au Gratin, Squash Casserole,  

Salad, Yeast Roll 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, French Fries, 

Veggie Sticks, Cookies

December 13 
There are no Wednesdays at First activities 

on campus except for Sanctuary Choir 
rehearsal. First on Main will have sets at 
5:00pm and 6:00pm on NOMA Square  

in downtown Greenville.

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Care List 
as of 12/4/17

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Tony Alexander, 
Kassandra DeFranco
Returned Home: Clifton “Dillard” 
Alexander, Wiley Wimberly

Sympathy to…
…David Evans and family in the death 
of his niece.
…Pam Christopher and family in the 
death of her mother.
…Brenda Hays and family in the death 
of her sister.

Congratulations to…
…Hanes and Kim Wynn on the birth 
of a son, Landon Asher Wynn, born 
November 15, 2017 in Beaumont, 
Texas. Landon’s grandparents in our 
church are Baxter and Paula Wynn.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

December 4-10 
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
December 11-17 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
12/5  7:30pm  South Carolina   
  Governor’s School for the  
  Arts and Humanities Sinfonia  
  Concert (Sanctuary)
12/6  Wednesdays at First Activities
12/10  9:30am  Joint Sunday School  
  for Advent (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Second Sunday in  
  Advent
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Sanctuary Choir, Brass,   
  Percussion
 6:00pm  Children’s Choir   
  Christmas Program and  
  Churchwide Fellowship  
  (Sanctuary)
12/11  4:00pm  Holy Rollers to   
  Cracker Barrel and Roper  
  Mountain Holiday Lights
12/13  4:00pm  Youth Meet for   
  Dinner (Bertolo’s)  
  5:00pm & 6:00pm  First on  
  Main (NOMA Square)
12/15  6:30pm  Roadrunners to   
  Holiday at Peace (Peace  
  Center)
12/17  9:00-10:15am  Youth and  
  College Christmas   
  Fellowship Breakfast (AYMC  
  Terrace Level)

Financial Needs as of 12/2
$2,307,696

Receipts of 11/30
$2,140,581

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Oops!

A name was accidentally omitted from 
our December birthday list:
December 24 
Jennie Taylor 
Sarah Gossett 
27 Conestee Avenue 
Greenville, SC 29605


