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Sunday,  
October 15, 2017

Family Dedication
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Philippians 4:1-9

Sermon: Euodia, Syntyche and 
Lula Whilden

Anthem: “O Be Joyful” – RUTTER  
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Soloist: Paul Sewell
Sanctuary is equipped with Hearing Loop 
and hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in loving memory of Lois Sutton, Jay 

Steven Sutton, Clara and O. W. Sutton 
by the family.

If you would like to donate flowers 
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next 

open Sunday is October 29. 

Extended Session
Directors: Jamie and Jay Womack
Twos/Threes: Adrienne and Ben 

Burris
Fours: Beth and Stokely Holder
Fives: Dustin and Hope Green

Pianist: Martha Burwell
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

It’s one of those things that make 
you tense up. Just the sight of it can 
cause a knot in your tummy and an 
increase in your pulse. Your mind 
immediately starts racing. You start 
looking for reasons. You start looking 
for solutions. I saw it this past 
Thursday. The ‘tire pressure warning 
light’ lit up on my car dashboard. 

I was in the middle of nowhere 
between Greenville and Athens, GA, 
on my way to Macon, GA. When 
the warning light began to flash, 
I immediately began looking for a 
place to pull over. Since the car was 
not pulling, shimmying or making 
any funny noises (my best auto 
mechanic lingo), I drove for almost 
five miles before finding a service 
station. As it turns out, the slight shift 
in weather affected the air pressure 
and all was fine. The warning light 
turned itself off. I traveled on…

It’s one of those things that make 
you tense up. It can put a knot in 
your tummy and a slight increase 
in your pulse. Your mind starts 
racing to ascertain causes and 
solutions. Okay, maybe this is 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

just what happens to me. Our 
tithes and offerings for 2017 have 
been outstanding. From January 
to August, we were steady and 
faithful in our support of the church, 
her ministries and her mission 
endeavors. In September, however, 
our giving dropped significantly. 
Causes? We always have at least 
one weak month each year, and 
this was it...or people gave so 
generously during the summer (with 
no typical summer dip) that they 
decided to ‘dip’ in September… 
or everyone is saving up to make 
extremely generous offerings during 
the last quarter of the year... or 
monies were funneled to hurricane 
relief and other worthy causes... or… 
it’s just the weather, and there’s no 
need to be concerned.

I’ve always trusted God’s people to 
make generosity a part of the fabric 
of their faith. I know – because I’ve 
witnessed it – that generosity is at 
the very core of First Baptist’s faith. 
Let’s practice generosity the last 
three months of this year. Catch 
up on your tithes and offerings. 
Make an additional gift as a symbol 
of thanksgiving to God for God’s 
blessings in your life. I have no 
doubt the warning light will turn itself 
off.

— Jim

Reminders
Friday, October 13 

7:00pm 
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus and Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
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Yesterday after worship, our children received their Lula Whilden World Missions Offering collection banks to be returned 
on Sunday, December 10. In past years, the collection banks were made from an old tennis ball can, but this year 
new wooden boxes were purchased to be used for years to come. They were purchased with money from the Bonnie 
Arrington Memorial Fund. Bonnie taught Mission Friends for many years, and using the memorial gifts from her friends 
and family to purchase the new banks is a way to honor her legacy of encouraging children’s participation in missions.

For the second year, we are also excited that our youth are taking up their own collection. Follow their progress in the 
youth area in the AYMC as the girls battle the boys to see who can raise the most money. The contest will continue until 
December 10 during the Sunday morning service when the children’s banks and the youth collection will be returned. 
Last year, the combined collection from the children and youth nearly reached $1300.

Lula Whilden, member of First Baptist and a graduate of Greenville Female College, became the first single female career 
missionary when she was given permission by the Foreign Mission Board to accompany her sister and brother-in-law to 
China in the late 1800s. Her ministry focused on providing guidance and job training for blind girls and homeless women. 
Health issues would periodically force her to return home to recover, during which she would spend her time raising 
money for these important causes. She died at Baptist Hospital in Columbia in 1916 after being severely beaten in China. 
Find out more about her by visiting http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/who-was-lula-whilden/ and reading her biography on 
our website.

As we celebrate Lula Whilden throughout the month of October, please remember to include this important offering in 
your giving plans. On average, about 30% of the First Baptist congregation makes a donation. Just think what we could 
do if all members made a contribution – no amount is too small to be put towards these worthy causes.

— Ryan Dennis

Lula Whilden World Missions Offering
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The San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus (SFGMC) begins its 
40th season with the Lavender Pen Tour, visiting cities in 
Alabama, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Tennessee. There is no cost for the concerts – they have 
been completely underwritten. They will, however, receive 
a love offering at each stop with the proceeds going to 
charity. In Greenville, funds will go to United Ministries, 
PFLAG Greenville, AID Upstate and FBG’s Tragedy Relief 
Fund.

SFGMC was founded in October of 1978, and its first 
public appearance was a month later at the candlelight 
vigil following the assassinations of Mayor George 
Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk. The chorus now 
has over 275 singers in the large chorus and four outreach 
vocal ensembles. Artistic Director Dr. Timothy Seelig 
leads the chorus in a wide array of styles and genres; their 
high-energy performances are known for their mixture of 
beautiful music, humor and personality.

Joining SFGMC for the tour is the Oakland Interfaith 
Gospel Choir (OIGC), a community of diverse races, 
cultures and faiths, inspiring joy and unity among all 
people through black gospel and spiritual music. Founded 
in 1986, OIGC was birthed from a gospel music workshop 
led by Emmy-winning Terrance Kelly at Living Jazz Camp 
West. It became an independent non-profit organization in 
1991, and since then has been performing both on its own 
and with a variety of other groups and individuals.

In 1977, a year before his death, Supervisor Harvey Milk 
sponsored a gay civil rights bill. Mayor George Moscone 
signed that bill into law with a lavender pen given to him by 
Harvey. The Lavender Pen remains a symbol of the fight for 
equality for all and is the reason for the tour’s name. With 
the divisiveness in the United States now, this tour hopes 
to promote equality and inclusiveness and the value of 
treating all with respect and dignity. 

As different voices join together in harmony to present 
beautiful music, let us learn to treasure our diversity as 
a gift from God, weaving us all into a beautiful tapestry 
of life. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear two wonderful 
choirs – and provide help to those in need in our very own 
community!

— Kimberly

Lavender Pen Concert
OCTOBER 13, 7:00PM, FBG SANCTUARY

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/who-was-lula-whilden/
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First Baptist’s very own Kae Childs is back this fall teaching line dancing and shag. Line dancing meets on Thursdays 
at 10:30am in the AYMC gym and shag meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm in the practice gym lobby. These classes 
are for beginners to experienced dancers and are a great way to spend some time with friends and get some exercise. 
Please call Kae at 843-886-9920 for more information or to sign up.

— Mittie

Dancing at the Church?

Might sound strange for a musician to say this, but I’m a visual learner. When I 
see concepts that are hard to describe in words manifested in visual art forms, 
symbols and objects, it helps me “see” in new ways, get to the meaning below 
the surface, and remember them. Are you like that?  

This summer I did an informal count — just off the top of my head — of people 
in our congregation who have gifts in the visual arts and came up with 21! Since 
we haven’t had a “space” for those people to be identified, I’ll bet there are 
many more talented, gifted and called artists here that I know nothing about.

I gathered the ones I did know about and found a few more. You may have 
noticed the centerpieces at MidWeek Fellowship, the children’s paintings during 
our “Creation Care” series in September, the cornucopia at Thanksgiving… 
all these are gifts from our Visual Arts Team to help us focus, truly “see,” and 
remember the content of our worship and fellowship gatherings. Would you like 
to join us?

Our Visual Arts Team is a volunteer group endeavoring to be good stewards of 
the artistic gifts with which our congregation is blessed. We work in coordination 
with the staff’s Worship Planning Team to identify those occasions when the 
themes of worship services, fellowships or special occasions of the church year 
might be expressed in visual art forms. Our team includes drawers and painters, 
3-D object makers, potters, sowers, graphic artists, designers, floral arrangers 
and scholars who help us be sure that our efforts are informed by our historical 
and theological heritage.  

Another way to describe us is: we have no idea what we are doing, but so far, 
our collaborations have been blessed beyond our hopes. If you would like to 
learn more or to join us for a meeting, please contact me at extension 138 or 
at kyle.matthews@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

— Kyle

Visually Speaking…
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

October 9-15 
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

October 16-22 
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Vol. LVIII  October 9, 2017  No. 40

Financial Needs as of 10/7
$1,923,080

Receipts of 9/30
$1,668,922

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Care List 
as of 10/6/17

Hospitals
As of 10/6, there are no members of 
congregation of whom we are aware in the 
hospital.

Returned Home: Karen Childers, Jerome 
“Jerry Wylie

 Sympathy to...

…Roger Walker and family in the death of 
his mother.
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Wednesday Supper
Reservations are required and must 

be made by noon on the Monday prior 
to the meal. They may be made on 
the church website or by calling the 

Reception Desk. Serving lines are open 
4:45-6:00pm.  

Menu 
October 11 

Adults: Chicken Divan, Jasmine Rice, 
Butter Basil Carrots, Spring Salad, Fruit, 

Yeast Rolls 
Kids: Grilled Chicken, Sweet Potato Tots, 

Veggie Sticks, Fruit, Cookies

October 18 
Adults: Braised Pork Roast, Octoberfest 
German Potato Salad, Stewed Cabbage 
with Apples, Green Salad, Kummelweck 

Rolls, Apple Cake with Caramel 
Kids: Ham and Cheese Rollups, Buttered 

Egg Noodles, Fruit, Brownies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Lula Whilden World 
Missions Offering

as of 9/22
$29,600

For Your Calendar!
10/10  Noon  Hop On, Hop Off Tour of  
  the Bible (Fellowship Hall)
10/11  Wednesdays at First Activities
10/13  7:00pm  San Francisco Gay  
  Men’s Chorus and Oakland  
  Interfaith Gospel Choir in  
  Concert (Sanctuary)
10/14  10:00am-12:30pm  SEE:   
  Walking the Labyrinth
10/15  10:30am  Family Dedication
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 4:00pm  Vocare (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live  
  for Youth
10/17  9:00am-4:00pm  Holy Rollers to  
  Lake Lure for Lunch and Boat  
  Tour
 Noon  Hop On, Hop Off Tour of  
  the Bible (Fellowship Hall)
10/18 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/22  9:30am  Guided Prayer   
  Practicum in Fellowship Hall –  
  Stephanie Patterson
 10:30am  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 4:00pm  Vocare (Choir Room)
 5:00pm  LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)

Susie Lee Bagwell Circle
October 17, 10:00am
Terrace Level of AYMC

2017 Interfaith Dinner 
Dialogues

Thursday, October 26, 6:30-9:00pm
Register online at http://www.

interfaithforum-sc.org/register/index.
html no later than October 15.
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