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October 2, 2017

Sunday,  
October 8, 2017

Children’s Sabbath
Family Dedication

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Philippians 3:4-14
Sermon: Two Stories 

Service Choirs: Archangel, Treble, 
Melody, Harmony and  

Junior Choirs
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in honor of the children of First Baptist 
Greenville from whom we learn much 

about the kingdom of God.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next 

open Sunday is October 29. 

Extended Session
Directors: Doug and Laura Stout
Twos/Threes: Adrienne and Ben 

Burns
Fours: Chris and Heath Beard
Fives: Beau and Laura Harling

Pianist: Melanie Ruhlman
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

Last week’s Rustlings article prompted 
conversations around a possible 2018 
pilgrimage to Israel. Several have 
been waiting in the wings for the next 
opportunity to visit the Holy Land. 
Tentatively, the dates of this journey 
are July 16-26. It may be shortened by 
a day and travel days may be slightly 
shifted, but if it happens, it will fall 
within those two weeks. The summer 
dates will allow those tied to the school 
system to have the option to travel. If 
you are interested in receiving more 
information about this trip, please call 
Jenna Manning at the church office 
and make sure you are on the list of 
prospective pilgrims. We will have an 
informational meeting later in the year.

Last week’s mention of Israel in 
the Rustlings article also prompted 
some fears. Sunday morning, a dear 
parishioner suggested I stop traveling 
to such a dangerous area of the 
world. She conveyed her concern for 
me and other visitors to the Middle 
East. Knowing I spend a significant 
amount of vacation days west of the 
Mississippi, she suggested I take a 
group to Las Vegas instead…and this 
morning I awoke to the news…

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

I’ve been thinking about our founding 
fathers this morning. If the founding 
fathers established the Second 
Amendment so that we might be 
able to protect ourselves from an 
oppressive government, then the idea 
is already mute. The government has 
developed weapons that far exceed 
the capabilities of my dad’s deer rifle 
or my grandfather’s ‘sweet sixteen.’ 
Maybe they assumed the Second 
Amendment would afford us the luxury 
of sport or security against crime or 
the tools necessary to wander and 
tame a wilderness. Who knows? No 
one can know the complete complexity 
of thoughts meandering through the 
minds of the founding fathers. What 
we do know is the amendment was 
adopted 226 years ago. Life, culture, 
technology, population and risks have 
all changed and evolved in these 
two centuries. Our founding fathers, 
while respected, held a naiveté, an 
ignorance and a fallibility inherent in 
their limited historical perspective. 
They did not know what we know. It 
is time to bring contemporary wisdom 
to these respected words contained 
within the Bill of Rights. Nothing 
sacred to our heritage or freedoms 
need be lost, but a truer safety and 
sanctity of life needs to be established. 
Praying for victims is getting empty 
and old. It’s time to do something.

— Jim

Reminders
Friday, October 13 

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus and Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
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Searching for a little focus? Join us on Saturday, 
October 14, for a practical, hands-on approach to 
praying with our senses. During this upcoming Spiritual 
Enrichment Event (SEE), we will delve into walking the 
labyrinth, a tool to help us stay in touch with the earth 
and creation. We will explore the labyrinth in a way that 
involves using our senses and objects of earth and 
nature to better appreciate the gift of creation. Scripture 
and reflective readings will help prepare and guide our 
walking of the labyrinth.    

We will also explore other methods to find focus 
through prayer and mindfulness. We will allow ourselves 
to become grounded in the practice of walking on 
the earth using all our senses to connect with the 
experience. We will seek to encounter the practical 
holiness of “grounding.” 

Our retreat team – Kathy Sharp, Ben Mullinax, Elaine 
Nocks and Nancy Neal – will lead us in movement, 
meditation and journaling. In the chaos and confusion of 
these days, such a time promises at least a taste of the 
“peace that passes understanding.”

Come between 9:30am and 10:00am in order to check 
in, drink some coffee and enjoy some fellowship 
with friends from First Baptist, Triune Mercy Center 
and elsewhere. The retreat will last from 10:00am to 
12:30pm and will be followed by a lunch (also in the 
Parlor). The cost of this SEE retreat is $20, which 
includes lunch. Register at firstbaptistgreenville.com/
walkingthelabyrinth where you may also pay ahead of 
time if you’d like. Hope to see you there!

Upcoming SEE Retreat
WALKING THE LABYRINTH
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Date: Saturday, October 14

Time: 10:00am-12:30pm

Location: Parlor    

Price: $20 (includes lunch afterwards) 

Check-in and Coffee: 9:30-10:00am

Focus on Missions
NICHOLTOWN/FBG TRUNK OR TREAT

It’s time to get ready for Trunk or Treat! Last year almost 
1,000 children from the Nicholtown Community and 
First Baptist Greenville came together to celebrate, 
have fun and get Halloween candy. This year, the event 
will be held at the Phillis Wheatley Center on Sunday, 
October 29, from 5:00-7:00pm, and all kids from First 
Baptist are welcome. If you would like to sign up to 
hand out candy from your car trunk, please contact 
Frank Smith (233-2527 ext. 125 or frank.smith@
firstbaptistgreenville.com). 

We are also collecting bags of individually wrapped 
candy of any kind to hand out to the children. (I’m told 
there can’t be too much candy!) Please put the bags 
in the Monthly Missions containers located throughout 
the church by Wednesday, October 25. Thank you for 
making this event possible.

— Linda Green, Missions and Affiliations Committee
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Along with the other Sanctuary renovations, a hearing loop system is being installed. 
If you have a hearing aid equipped with a T-coil, it will allow you to hear audio directly 
from our sound system with a level of quality previously unavailable. If you are unsure 
if your hearing aid has a T-coil, contact your audiologist. The Hearing Loop system will 
be active when worship returns to the Sanctuary on Sunday, October 8.

— Bootie
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The Cancer Society of Greenville County is having a Prevention & Wellness Palooza at the AYMC on  
October 14, 9:00am-1:00pm. Members of First Baptist and the Greenville community are invited to participate in 
this free event providing cancer prevention and wellness promotion. There will be free cancer screenings, blood 
pressure and BMI checks, and ask a doctor. Bon Secour St. Francis Health System will also be on site offering free 
flu shots to those 18 and older. No appointment or registration is needed. For more information, visit http://www.
cancersocietygc.org/support-groups/2017/10/14/prevention-palooza.

— Mittie

Free Flu Shots
OCTOBER 14

At the close of worship on Children’s Sabbath – this Sunday,  
October 8 – children will be stationed at the doors of the Sanctuary with 
baskets to accept pocket change for the Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering. Load your pockets for worship!

Pocket Change for Lula
OCTOBER 8

This month marks the beginning of the 7th Annual Lula 
Whilden World Missions Offering. This is a time of focus 
on the incredible work of our affiliates – the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
of South Carolina and the Alliance of Baptists – and 
to help fund their field personnel and other mission 
partners close to home and around the world. Last 
year’s collection raised over $132,000. We are again 
looking forward to our children’s bank collection, the 
Lulapalooza Poker Tournament on November 19th, as 
well as other special offerings throughout the season.  

The three core values of the Alliance of Baptists 
are theological home, pursuit of God’s justice and 
partnership in mission. The Alliance has 37 Hope 
Building Partners – relationships built on friendship 
and understanding – that receive grants each year to 
support their individual ministries in both international 

and domestic communities. One of these partners is 
AMOS Health and Hope in Nicaragua where 80% of the 
rural population makes less than $2 a day and suffers 
from malnutrition and poor health. AMOS seeks to 
increase access to health care for the poor and helps 
them own and manage their own health care clinics to 
treat and prevent the most common illnesses. To learn 
more about AMOS and their other partners, visit www.
allianceofbaptists.org/partners/hope-building-partners.  

As we celebrate Lula Whilden throughout the month 
of October, please remember to include this important 
offering in your giving plans. On average, about 30% 
of the First Baptist congregation makes a donation. 
Just think what we could do if all members made a 
contribution – no amount is too small to be put towards 
these worthy causes.

— Ryan Dennis

Lula Whilden World Missions Offering
ALLIANCE OF BAPTISTS
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

October 2-8 
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
October 9-15 

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”
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For Your Calendar!
10/3 Noon  Hop On, Hop Off Tour of  
  the Bible (Fellowship Hall)
10/4 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/5 10:15am  Protecting Our   
  Children (E-317)
10/6 10:30am  First Friday Lunch and  
  More
  Jamie Guay, Alzheimer’s  
  Association (Fellowship Hall)
10/8 9:00am  Breakfast for Parents of  
  New Babies
 10:30am  Children’s Sabbath
  Family Dedication
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am Vocare (Choir Room)
 4:00pm  Church Picnic at the  
  Home of Mary Lou and Pat  
  Hartness
10/10  Noon  Hop On, Hop Off Tour of  
  the Bible (Fellowship Hall)
10/11  Wednesdays at First Activities
10/13  7:00pm  San Francisco Gay  
  Men’s Chorus and Oakland  
  Interfaith Gospel Choir in  
  Concert (Sanctuary)

Financial Needs as of 9/30
$1,875,003

Receipts of 9/22
$1,633,358

LIVING GENEROUSLY Care List 
as of 10/2/17

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Jerome “Jerry” Wylie

 Sympathy to...

…the family of Catherine Ann Jeter.

…Hope Green and family in the death of 
her father.

…Anne Martin and family in the death of 
her sister.

…Walt Herbert and family in the death of 
his grandmother.

…Ray Morgan and family in the death of 
his brother-in-law.

Congratulations to...

… Charles and Lizzy Polley on the birth 
of a son, James Bregman Polley, born 
September 22, 2017, in San Antonio, 
Texas. James’ grandparents in our church 
are Jeanne and John Dennis.
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Wednesday Supper
Reservations are required and must 

be made on the church website or by 
calling the Reception Desk by noon on 
Monday prior to the meal. Serving lines 

are open 4:45-6:00pm.  
Menu 

October 4 
Adults: New England Clam Chowder, 
Vegetable Beef Soup, Grilled Cheese, 

Salad 
Kids: Grilled Cheese, Chicken Noodle 

Soup, Fruit, Cookies 
October 11 

Adults: Chicken Divan, Jasmine Rice, 
Butter Basil Carrots, Spring Salad, Fruit, 

Yeast Rolls 
Kids: Grilled Chicken, Sweet Potato Tots, 

Veggie Sticks, Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Introducing...
Shelton Ridge Love, 67 
Livingston Terrace, Greenville 
29607, joined FBG during 
worship on Sunday, 
September 24, by statement 
of previous profession of 
faith and baptism. Shelton 

is employed at FBG as organist and also 
works at Pecknel Music Company.

Lula Whilden World 
Missions Offering

as of 9/22
$29,600


