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September 18, 2017

Sunday,  
September 24, 2017

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: John 1:1-14; Job 38
Sermon: Have We Lost Our 

Marvels?
Anthem: “Hope for Resolution”  

– CALDWELL/IVORY  
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Sara Kathryn Coates

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The Sanctuary Flowers are being 

given today to the glory of God and 
in celebration of John and Martha 

Burwell’s 20th wedding anniversary.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Flower Dedication Correction
In the last edition of The Branch, the 
flower dedication was incorrect. The 

dedication should have read: The 
flowers in the Sanctuary are given in 

loving memory of Henry and Ruth Little 
by their family.

Extended Session
Directors: Marian Pouch

Twos/Threes: Jenny and Ming Lee
Fours: Dave and Sarah Byars

Fives: Marie and Steven Carpenter
Pianist: Cherry Marshall

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

Moving is almost always hard. It 
typically involves packing, tossing, 
leaving the old and acclimating to the 
new. This past Sunday, our church 
family packed up hymnals, Bibles, guest 
cards and pencils. We tossed those bits 
of trash that had accumulated in the 
pew racks. We left our old Sanctuary 
with her discolored carpet, well-worn 
pew pads and scarred parquet. When 
we return, all things will have been 
made new. For the next two Sundays, 
we will gather for morning worship in 
the Fellowship Hall. Extra chairs have 
been rented, an engineer has plotted 
the seating and orders of worship have 
been adjusted. It is going to be delightful 
and inspiring to hear the songs, prayers, 
sermons and litanies of God’s people in 
such a tight space. On Sunday morning, 
October 8, we plan to gather for worship 
in the renovated Sanctuary. I think 
everyone will really like the rust-colored, 
shag carpet I picked out…

We are not the only group moving into 
the Fellowship Hall. For several years, 
the Spotlight Series of the Greenville 
Symphony Orchestra has performed 
at Centre Stage Theater downtown. 
In recent years, parking, access and 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

availability have become limited at 
that facility. We offered our church’s 
Fellowship Hall as a possible venue 
for this symphony series…and they 
have accepted. Spotlight Series events 
are usually about an hour long and 
include musical pieces performed by 
only a few principal symphony players 
– usually two to four instruments. It 
is more casual than the Masterpiece 
or Chamber Series and much more 
personal. Rather than theater seating 
(as at Centre Stage), the Fellowship 
Hall will provide ‘table seating.’ Patrons 
may purchase a seat or a whole table 
for the event. 

This year’s performances will be on 
September 30, January 6 and  
February 24. There are two 
performances on these Saturdays at 
2:00 and 7:00 pm. Single tickets for 
each event are just $15, and tables 
will seat six. Of course, season tickets 
can be purchased for all three events. 
I’m hoping our church family will take 
advantage of this wonderful opportunity 
and boost the attendance at the 
Spotlight Series events. They are truly 
fun for the whole family.  

So…I’ll see you in the Fellowship 
Hall this Sunday morning for worship. 
Hopefully, I’ll see you on Saturday, 
September 30, for the first Spotlight 
Series event. While moving is often 
hard, I think these moves will be fun!

— Jim

Reminders
Friday, October 13 

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus and Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
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How many of you have walked through the lobby of the 
AYMC and wondered where the beautiful geraniums 
came from? Who in the world takes care of them? They 
bloom twelve months of the year? It all started about 
five years ago when a Girl Scout troop gave us a potted 
geranium at the end of the school year to thank us for 
letting them have their meetings here. I sat it out on the 
welcome desk for everyone to enjoy hoping and praying 
it would make it through the summer. Peggy Nielson, one 
of our volunteers, was faithful to water it every time she worked. When she could no longer volunteer, Anne 
Martin, another one of our volunteers, decided she would take care of the plant. Every week she watered it, 
and once a month she fed it. Before long it needed a bigger pot which she took care of. What you see in the 
picture here is Anne with five years of faithfully taking care of the one geranium and then rooting and repotting 
as needed. This one geranium had the perfect spot and the perfect person to nurture it and help it grow. 
The largest plant on the table is the original plant or what we like to call the mother plant. By the way, it does 
bloom year round. Thank you Anne for making the AYMC a brighter, more colorful place to be.

— Mittie Taylor

A Labor of Love
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CHURCH LEAGUE BASKETBALL  
(K5 THROUGH 12TH GRADE)

First Baptist participates in the Church League Basketball 
for Youth (CLBBY) for children K5-12th grade. Online 
registration is available here (https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemf-uyaCim7EL3bJtE5_
AiIt4jspwDkOHPummgDqgVSYfY4Q/viewform). (Payment 
comes later.) Please contact Nikki Cline (nikkimac@charter.
net) or Matt Rollins (matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com) 
for assistance. 

MUNCHKIN LEAGUE (K4 AND K5) 

Registration for this introductory league will be available in 
early 2018.
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L Sign Up for Church Basketball
K-4 THROUGH 12TH GRADE

Games and practices will begin the last Saturday in January. Children in K5 can choose to play in the 
Munchkin League (7 weeks in January and February) or in the actual church league in a K5/1st grade division, 
which is registering now (see above; games November through January), or both.

— Nikki, Matt and the Basketball Committee
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New Members,

I am so happy that you have chosen us as your 
church family, and I look forward to many years 
of co-ministry with you. Please join us for a 
breakfast in your honor and for your benefit! We 
will gather around the table, get to know each 
other better and talk about the many ministry, 
volunteer and spiritual formation opportunities 
available within the church, as well as how 
to plug into small groups and other useful 
information. 

To let us know you are coming, please follow 
this link: http://evite.me/g7usBmDkZr

We hope you can make it!

— Matt

New Member Breakfast
SEPTEMBER 24, 9:15AM IN THE AYMC LOBBY
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Rockmont Reminiscing…

Fall Retreat at Camp Rockmont is a celebratory time in the 
life of our Youth Family. We are kicking off a new school 
year, we are welcoming a new group of 6th graders, and we 
are finding some moments together to catch our breath 
after a very busy start of school and fall schedules. During 
our time away on retreat, our youth and adults began our 
yearly theme, You Be U. The main idea is being guilty of 
thinking about what we are not and how that can distract 
us so easily. How often we think we are not smart enough, 
not articulate enough, not athletic enough, not popular 
enough, and so on. God does not see us this way. God 
sees the image of God in each one of us. Each one of us 
is beautifully gifted with uniqueness of talents, abilities, 
interests and passions, and that is something to celebrate!

“Stop telling me who I’m supposed to be and what I’m 
supposed to do.” Jim used this phrase recently in a 
sermon, and it speaks to how I hope and pray our youth 
can learn to embrace their God-given uniqueness. This is 
a phrase that all teenagers need to hear repeatedly! We 

are unique children of God, and we are called to offer our 
uniqueness to God. You Be U isn’t a dismissive statement; 
it is an empowering statement. It means that students are 
free and called to love and serve God’s world with their 
own gifts and giftedness. 

Thank you to our adult chaperones, Youth Committee 
and youth staff who helped to make another year of Fall 
Retreat at Camp Rockmont a wonderful experience for 
all involved. Our 2017-2018 school year is off to a great 
start. If you are a parent/guardian of a teenager, I hope you 
will make every effort to have them here on Wednesdays 
and Sundays for Bible study and regular programming. 
We welcome and encourage all teenagers to enter our 
space with a sense of comfort and understanding that it is 
accepted and encouraged to You Be U.

 — Mary Carol

http://evite.me/g7usBmDkZr
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 18-24 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m) 
370-2522 ext. 199

September 25-October 1 
Kendra Plating 

828-208-1313 (m) 
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”
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For Your Calendar!
9/19 9:00am  Roadrunners to Lunch  
  at Dillard House in Helen, GA
 12:00pm  Hop On Hop Off Tour  
  of the Bible (Fellowship Hall)
9/20 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/23 10:00am-12:30pm  Spiritual  
  Enrichment Event: Living Your  
  Faith 24/7 (Parlor)
9/24-9/30  Senior Adults Travel to  
 New England
9/24 9:00-10:15am  Breakfast for  
  New Members (AYMC Lobby)
 10:30am  (Fellowship Hall)
  Acolyte Dedication
  Bibles to Third Grade Children
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Sara Kathryn Coates, Soloist
 3:00-5:00pm  Rob Welborn  
  Seminar: High School Seniors  
  Essay Workshop
 4:00pm  Vocare (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live  
  for Youth
9/26 12:00pm  Hop On Hop Off Tour  
  of the Bible (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 9/16
$1,778,849

Receipts of 9/15
$1,594,791

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Care List 

as of 9/18/17
Hospitals

Greenville Memorial: Catherine Ann Jeter
Returned Home: Harvey Sanders to 
Autumn Leaves of Greenville, Lucy Rollins

 

Sympathy to...
…the family of Craig Nielson.
…Nikki Cline and family in the death of her 
grandfather.
…Ann Bible Batson and family in the 
death of her grandson.
…Katie Allenbach and family in the death 
of her grandmother.
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Wednesday Supper
Reservations are required and must 

be made on the church website or by 
calling the Reception Desk by noon on 
Monday prior to the meal. Serving lines 

are open 4:45-6:00pm.  
Menu 

September 20 
Adults: Chicken Enchiladas, Black Beans, 

Mexican Rice, Mexican Salad 
Kids: Tacos, Black Beans, Fruit,  

Ice Cream Cup

September 27 
Adults: BBQ Sliders, Cole Slaw, Baked 

Beans, Corn Casserole, Salad 
Kids: Chicken Skewers, Potato Skins, 

Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Friday Morning Bible Study 
2017-2018

The Work of the Body: To See as We Are Seen, To Know as We Are Known, To Love as 
We Are Loved – A Study of First and Second Corinthians  

facilitated by Michelle McClendon
Join this lively study group as we delve deeply into the letters of the apostle Paul to 
the ancient Corinthian community, exploring what they might say about privilege, faith, 
justice and love to the Church in our time. We’ll laugh and cry some and share our faith 
stories and journeys as we engage scripture together. Bring your Bible and adventurous 
attitude and come along as we open ourselves to the Spirit living in and through these 
ancient texts.

When: Friday mornings from 10:00-
11:30am September 22-early December 

2017 and January-early May 2018
Where: Terrace Level of the AYMC
Cost: $50 per person per semester

 
To register or for more information, contact 

Becky Bouton:  
beckybouton@gmail.com
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