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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Matthew 13:1-23
Sermon: What We Fail to Hear
Anthem: “City Called Heaven”
– POELINITZ
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Jen Wiggins
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary on
July 9 were given in loving memory of
Blanche Owen Carpenter by her family.
In celebration of her life and love, may
we all remember Psalm 118:24:
This is the day the Lord has made; let
us be glad and rejoice in it.
There are no flowers scheduled for
this Sunday, July 16. If you would
like to donate flowers to adorn our
Sanctuary for worship this Sunday
or any other, please contact Kimberly
Coates at 233-2527 ext. 128 or
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com.

Extended Session

Directors: Georgiana and Pat Gray
Infant/Toddler: Marian Pouch
Twos/Threes: JR Christy and Ann
Godfrey
Fours/Fives: Jason and Marie
Richards
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

I have never struggled with the
intersection of science and faith.
The struggle was always around; it
just never had an impact on me. My
childhood pastor was not an advocate
of scientific method and often berated
academic theories that – in his opinion
– ran contrary to the Bible. But when
he espoused these things, it sounded
illogical and hypocritical to me. I had
neither the verbiage nor the knowledge
to confront his perspective. I just
knew it was not consistent with my
understanding of life, knowledge and
faith.
Today, I’m able to put thoughts into
words. I believe the Bible is a sacred
witness of how those before us have
experienced and understood the power
and presence of God. Our whole faith
is based on the idea of witness – the
sharing of our thoughts and experiences.
It was never meant to be a scientific or
even historic record of fact. It is a sacred
collection of witness. Science, on the
other hand, is a proposal of theory based
on observation and experimentation in
an orderly system. I love them both. I
told my fourth grade teacher I was going

to be a preacher, and if that didn’t work
out, I wanted to be a scientist. They’ve
always fit together well for me.
So, when I recently heard a gentleman
questioning the faith of “…anyone
who doesn’t believe in a literal six day
creation…” because that’s what the Bible
says, I jumped in the conversation. In
fact, he further suggested that all “…
scientists are crackpots, and the Bible
held all the truth he needed to know.”
I had to respond. I asked if he’d ever
flown in an airplane, watched television,
driven a car, enjoyed air conditioning,
or used a computer. His response was
in the affirmative. I told him to thank
a scientist. When he countered that
there were no verses about airplanes or
computers in the Bible like the specific
texts addressing creation, I had to push
further. I asked if he’d ever received
medical care. As it turned out, he had
undergone heart surgery and was
currently being treated for cancer. I told
him to read the book of James in the
New Testament. It specifically says if you
are sick, just pray and rub some oil on it.
He should be refusing all medical care
from the crackpots.
There seems to be a disdain for science
these days among some in ecclesiastical
and political power. I still love them both,
and to lay either aside seems illogical
and hypocritical.

Israel Comes to Greenville
Saturday Evening, July 15
6:00-8:00 pm
Make your reservations here:
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/israel-comes-to-greenville/

— Jim

CHILDREN-MISSIONS

FBG Kids Are Making A Difference!
Wondering what difference kids can make in the world? Ask twenty-five of our third, fourth and fifth graders!
We just spent a week together serving others and having a great time during Missions Week. Each morning
we learned about a different organization doing good work in Greenville – and we joined in with them when
we could! We gleaned a strawberry field, toured both the Greenville Free Medical Clinic and United Ministries,
and enjoyed the hospitality of the Othman family, whom our very own church sponsored many years ago
when they emigrated from Kurdistan. The afternoons were full with lunch and fun. We went bowling, explored
the Children’s Museum, made mugs with potter Darin Gehrke, and had a pool party at Mrs. Doris Clanton’s
home. That’s not all! We took moments in between all our traveling to learn Bible verses, hear stories and
work on our Missions scrapbooks, filling them with reflections and memories. Ask a child you know to share
theirs with you!
— Becky

YOUTH

Youth on a Mission
This year on mission trip we
completed a vast number of
tasks in a short amount of
time. We built several wheel
chair ramps, built stairs,
pressure washed the outside
of a church, cleaned up yards,
completed literacy camps
at three different locations,
helped with improving water
drainage at a home, and
painted a kitchen. While
in Marion, we had the
opportunity to learn from
people in the community about
how influential the Civil Rights
movement was in this town.

Every single person, youth and
adult, walked away from this
trip with a lesson learned. As
one youth said, “The people
in Marion are a reminder that
you do not need things to be
happy; you can learn a lot
from people who only have
a little!” Relationships and
seeds were planted not only
within our group but also with
the children and elders in the
community of Marion.
— Annie Deaton,
Youth Mentoring
Team Member

Israel Comes to Greenville
Each time I return from a pilgrimage to Israel, many of you express an interest in ‘going next time.’ Many,
however, feel they will never be able to make the trip. Health, finances and other life situations hinder lengthy
travel. For all of you, we have a special gift. We are bringing Israel to Greenville.
On Saturday evening, July 15, Claudia Borchart will be our featured speaker at an Israeli-style dinner in our
Fellowship Hall. She will share with us a concise view of the geography, faith and politic of the Middle East.
Claudia is one of the most requested guides in Israel, and I have been honored to work with her on my
pilgrimages there. Fluent in multiple languages: Hebrew, Arabic, German, English and Italian, she is a lecturer
and guide not only in Israel, but also Germany and Italy. She is an Israeli, Arab, Roman Catholic Christian. She
brings an incredibly broad and hopeful insight to the realities of the Middle East.

CHURCH LIFE

SATURDAY EVENING, JULY 15 FROM 6:00-8:00 PM

Claudia will speak at our supper on Saturday evening, participate in worship on Sunday morning and then
accompany our youth (with her two teenagers) to Unidiversity where she will be a session leader.
Make your reservation now to visit Israel…at First Baptist Greenville. Reservations may be made at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/israel-comes-to-greenville/
— Jim

SUPPER ITEMS INCLUDE:
Chicken or shrimp kalymnos served on Israeli
couscous or orzo pasta
Roasted vegetables with olive oil, balsamic vinegar,
and herbs
Avocado, cucumber, and tomato salad with lemon
and honey dressing
Rosemary bread with dipping oil
Hummus served with assorted olives
Dessert:
Baklava and Rugelach

Media Center Making Room
Before donating the materials, we wanted to give
everyone a chance to purchase any books they might
find interesting. The books are a combination of
fiction and non-fiction, and all books will be priced at
$1.00. The Media Center will be open for browsing
these materials 3:00-5:00pm on Saturday, July 15,
and noon-2:00pm on Sunday, July 16.
— Sean

MEDIA CENTER

In anticipation of the Greenville Literacy Association’s
Really Good, Really Big, Really Cheap Book Sale, the
Media Center at First Baptist Greenville is donating
books from the existing collection. By doing this, we
hope to retain the essential church library materials
while increasing the usable space for meetings,
Sunday School training and the like.

July 10-17
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
July 18-25
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please call
the Church Office, 233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “3” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

St. Francis Eastside: Susan D’Amato
Returned Home: Joan Garrett,
Kathy Hughes, Tony Alexander

Congratulations to...
…Alison and David Wynn on the birth
of a son, Ethan Zachary Wynn, born
June 26, 2017, in Mountain View,
California. His grandparents in our church
are Baxter and Paula Wynn.
…Bo Campbell and Dawn Strickland
on the adoption of a son, Peter John
Campbell, born July 17, 2011. Peter’s
older sister is Tigist.

Sympathy to...
…the family of Jean Coogler.
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Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 CLeveland Street

Financial Needs as of 7/8
$1,298,079
Receipts of 7/7
$1,184,342

Care List

as of 7/10/17

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First with Wednesday
Night Supper will resume September 6.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

7/10-13 9:00am-Noon Art Experience
		 for Preschool Children (Age
		 4-5 Sunday School Classes)
7/11-14 Camp Prism
7/12 10:00am Roadrunners Lunch
		 at A Day in the Country Café
		 and Enjoy “Dixie Swim Club”
		 at Flat Rock Playhouse
5:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study
		 @ AYMC
7/13 9:00am-1:00pm Youth Mission
		 Possible and Lunch Club
		 (Moe’s, Augusta)
7/15 6:00pm Israel Comes to 		
		 Greenville (Fellowship Hall)
7/16 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday
		 School (Fellowship Hall)
10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
7/17-22 Unidiversity Youth Camp at
University of Tennessee
7/23 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday
		 School (Fellowship Hall)
10:30am Kendra Plating, 		
		Proclaimer
11:30am Tour of the Church
5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends
		 Support Group (Parlor)

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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…the family of Bill Godsey.
…the family of Pepper Martin.

Needs, Travel-Sized

…the family of Linda Hamilton.

Nick Bush, manager of Place of Hope, has
requested travel-sized soap – not regularsized bars. Approximately 40 people take
showers at Place of Hope five days a
week. Each person is given a travel-sized
bar of soap in addition to other toiletries
for his/her shower. For more information,
contact Claire Winkler, Volunteer
Coordinator of United Ministries: 335-2618
or cwinkler@united-ministries.org.

…Boyd Gaskin and family in the death of
his cousin.
…Marion Crooks and family in the death of
his cousin.
…Carol Cox and family in the death of her
father.
…Martha Hall and family in the death of
her brother.

Need a Ride?

The Transportation Committee is available to take senior adults to and from medical
appointments. Five to seven days of notice is appreciated. For more information, or to
request transportation, call Mary Bolt at 864-640-9644.

