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May 8, 2017

Sunday,  
May 14, 2017

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: John 14:1-14
Sermon: Words of Life…Not Just 

Death
Anthem: “Let Not Your Heart Be 

Troubled” – POWELL  
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in loving memory of Susan Collins and 
Paxson MacDonald and their parents, 
Ed and Sara Collins, by Sally Dunn, 
Ellen White, Suzanne Kilborne, Lisa 
Hood, Ed Collins Jr., Sara Johnston 

and Richard Hardaway.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The first 

available date is July 23.

Extended Session
Directors: Foster and Leslie 

Rodwell
Infant/Toddler: Doug and Laura 

Stout
Twos/Threes: JR Christy and Ann 

Godfrey
Fours: Dustin and Hope Green
Fives: Justin and Whitney Blum

WORSHIP

YESTERDAY…was prep day. In 
the minds of most folk, the prep is 
worse than the procedure itself. 
While every physician tailors the 
preparatory regimen to their own 
specifications, none of the systems 
are unbearable. The preparation 
may be as simple as ‘one powerful 
pill’ that cleanses your digestive 
system in a matter of hours. The 
more common system involves 
products like Miralax. The patient 
is instructed to take a specified 
number of laxative pills. A couple 
of hours later, you start drinking 
Miralax. In my case, I drank four 
8 oz. glasses at thirty-minute 
intervals. Hours later, I drank four 
more 8 oz. glasses at thirty-minute 
intervals. In between the pills and 
the Miralax, I drank clear liquids all 
day – no food – just clear liquids. 
This morning, I’m all clean inside!

TODAY…I will go to the medical 
center where the colonoscopy will 
be performed. A friend or family 
member will go with me. (I’m not 
allowed to drive after the light 
sedation.) I will lie on my side on 
a surgical table. A doctor (while 
I’m asleep) will use a camera to 
inspect my large intestine. If any 
polyps (abnormal growths) are 
present, they will be removed and 
subjected to biopsy – I will not 
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feel a thing. I will wake up in less 
than an hour, get dressed and go 
home. I will be instructed to avoid 
alcohol and the operation of heavy 
machinery the rest of the day. (This 
is disappointing. I had planned 
on drinking a couple of beers and 
driving a bulldozer down Main 
Street Greenville today. I guess 
that won’t happen.) I will also be 
instructed to rest the remainder of 
the day; a wonderful side benefit of 
the procedure.

TOMORROW…it’s your turn! 
Colon cancer is one of the most 
curable cancers if detected early. 
It is also quite deadly when not 
detected. My biological mother 
died of colon cancer at the age 
of 44. Because of her early 
death, I’ve been subjected to this 
procedure every five years since I 
was 30 years old. Yesterday was 
my sixth. It’s no big deal…and 
nothing of which to be afraid. I’m 
not a medical professional – and 
I’m not attempting to give medical 
advice – but if you are over 50 
years old and have not had an 
opportunity to enjoy this wonderful 
experience (okay, overstated), talk 
to your doctor. If you feel a tinge of 
fear with regard to the procedure, 
set your anxieties aside. There’s 
no reason to be scared…to death.

— Jim
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The AYMC mission statement is to strengthen the 
connection between the congregation of First Baptist 
Church and the Greenville community and also to provide 
an inexpensive and inviting place to be healthy, to belong, 
and to serve. 

When we opened the doors in 2009, we offered 
memberships to the congregation and community, 
weekday lunchtime pickup basketball and three exercise 
classes. Church members used the classrooms for 
meetings and parties. Word began to spread about 
our great facility and that we love to share it with the 
community. Today we have seventeen exercise classes, 
too many basketball games and practices to count and 
many, many church groups and outside groups using the 
facility. In addition, we have walking track and fitness room 
members working out. 

Sarah Mobley took a recent four weeks from the calendar 
and estimated how many people visited the AYMC. She 
came up with 3,840 in 8 Bible studies, 60 exercise classes, 
42 meetings and parties, basketball, fitness room and 
walking track. I would say 2/3 of these do not go to church 
here.

In addition to this, Greenville Tech Charter School leases 
our old gym weekdays, and a homeschool coop leases 
our downstairs area two days a month. We also work with 
groups in the surrounding area that need a place to meet 
but can’t afford to rent space. Two of our regular groups 
are Goodwill/Good Guides and Momentum Bike Club. 
Both are groups that mentor and nurture teenagers.

As word continues to spread about the AYMC, I continue 
to get calls from groups wanting to use the space. Just 
this past Tuesday evening, we had a yoga class, group 
fitness class, shag class, Momentum Bike Club, SC 
Football Officials training, SAIL training and five basketball 
practices. Recently we hosted 200 Greenville Hospital 
med students for a field day, and this fall Greenville Cancer 
Society is having a community fair.

We’re coming up on our 8 year anniversary, and we’ve 
done a great job carrying out our mission statement. 
Greenville is really seeing what a wonderful facility we have 
and that we love to share it.

— Mittie
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Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN 
or GAIHN), providing housing and 
hospitality for homeless families on a 
journey to home ownership.  

A recently seen post to the Carson 
class said: 

Kyle’s message tonight, his final in 
the “Spiritual Disciplines,” was on 
CELEBRATION as discipline, not just 
randomness – our GAIHN “parties” 
are a beautiful illustration of that, don’t 
you think? Thank you all for helping 
give the party!

Join the party, and invite a friend to 
sign up at http://www.SignUpGenius.
com/go/30E0D4FA8A92AABFF2-
june1 Can’t find a spot? Email me 
(mary@pyett.net). There are lots of 

things you can do to help: setting the 
rooms up, making lunch box snacks, 
donations, laundry, stocking supplies, 
decorating, cleanup and take down. 

All hosts (those who stay with the 
guests) must have completed the 
Protecting Our Children certification. 
Hosts greet guests, answer questions 
and are there to call the right person 
in case of emergency. Evening hosts 
share dinner with the families who 
often enjoy conversation and stories. 
As you can see from the picture, we 
may put puzzles together, play board 
games, play basketball, or simply 
provide things like extra toothpaste or 
deodorant which are available in our 
supply room. Overnight hosts sleep 
on cots in the host room. Usually by 
the time they arrive, the guests are 

getting ready to retire. Basically, we 
do anything we can to show respect 
to each individual and family unit 
and provide love and assistance in a 
difficult period of their lives.

Why are you waiting? Join the party, 
and invite a friend to join you!

— Mary Pyett, IHN Coordinator

Join the Party
SIGN UP AND BRING A FRIEND
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In March, 1997, First Baptist welcomed 13 people fleeing Iraq 
and the tyranny of Saddam Hussein. Over 50 people in our 
congregation were directly involved in helping them adjust to 
their new life – securing housing, learning English, finding jobs, 
feeling safe and loved. Twenty years later, all of the Othman 
family except Hadar (who has returned to a safe place in Iraq to 
raise her family and teach English) and Elias and Khalid are still 
in Greenville and doing well. We gathered recently on a Sunday 
afternoon to remember and re-connect. The next day, Khedija 
(who was 2 when they arrived) wrote this letter expressing her 
family’s feelings. Although it is addressed to me, it is meant for 
the entire congregation. What a wonderful tribute to the FBG 
family – never doubt that you DO make a difference! 

— Susan K. Shelley

Never Doubt That You Do Make a Difference
A NOTE FROM KHEDIJA

“It was wonderful catching up with you and 
every one else who helped us when we came 
to America. You all Are the reason I have hope 
for the future in this country. We came from 
two different country’s. Speak two different 
languages. We eat different foods. We have two 
different religions. Yet you and every one who 
helped didn’t see that. Y’all saw us as people. 
People who needed help and came to a new 
country. Y’all showed us the basics of living in 
America. The simple things that we didn’t know. 
Like how to use a washer machine or how to 
enroll in school or (my favorite) how to do the 
hokey pokey! You and every one have impacted 
our lives so much. You made it possible for us to 
have a future and live in a country where freedom 
is given and we are equal. I learned a lot about 

my family and myself talking to y’all. Like I cried 
every time going to school because I didn’t want 
to go and I was so happy when I would see the 
car waiting for me after school. I learned I was 
a kind of a hand full. And that I would opened 
and closed the window 100 times in a car ride. 
I learned so much. I learned that there are good 
hearted, wonderful people in this world and 
they wanted to help us. They wanted us to be 
happy and live in America.  This was your home 
and you all have welcomed us here. This! is why 
America is great Our difference didn’t impact 
us negatively, only educated us about our back 
grounds. So, thank you, Susan Shelley and all 
the wonderful people at your church who helped 
us 20 years ago. You. All. Are. Truly. Blessings!”

Applying for green cards in 1998

Maude Maddox (left) 
and Aysha (right)

Layla and Khedija
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

May 8-14 
Kendra Plating 

828-208-1313 (m) 
370-2522 ext. 199

May 15-21 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m) 

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”
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For Your Calendar!
5/14 10:30am Mother’s Day
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
5/17 8:30am Roadrunners Trip to  
  Nancy and Tom Kirby’s Lake  
  House
5/21 9:00am Youth Family &   
  Graduate Fellowship Breakfast  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
 9:15am Preschool & Children’s  
  Sunday School Teacher   
  Appreciation
 10:30am Graduate Recognition  
  Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Kyle Matthews, Soloist
 1:00pm High School Senior  
  Graduate Luncheon 
 5:00pm Stephen Ministry  
  Continuing Education –   
  Congregation Invited:    
  Transgender (Carpenter Chapel)
5/27-29   AYMC Closed for Memorial  
  Day
5/28 10:30am Ascension Sunday
  Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer
 11:30am Tour of the Church- 
  Meet at Reception Desk
5/29 Church Offices Closed in   
 Observance of Memorial Day

Financial Needs as of 5/6
$865,386

Receipts of 5/5
$750,151

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First with Wednesday 

Night Supper will resume September 6.

Care List 
as of 5/8/17

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Bill Godsey

Returned Home: Sandra Corder, Carole 
Austin, Patsy Mitchell

 Sympathy to...

…Priscilla Harris and family in the death of 
her grandfather.
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Need a Ride?
The Transportation Committee is 
available to take senior adults to and 
from medical appointments. Five to 
seven days of notice is appreciated. 
For more information, or to request 
transportation, call Mary Bolt at  
864-640-9644.

United Ministries Volunteer Needs
United Ministries has several volunteer opportunities available.  

Please see if one of these is of interest to you.
Receptionist Opportunities:
Interfaith Hospitality Network (located 
in Phyllis Wheatley Center)
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
1:00-4:00pm 
Thursdays 8:30am-4:00pm (any part 
of that time)

Administration Building (606 
Pendleton Street)
Mondays 8:00-11:00am 
Thursdays Noon-5:00pm 
Fridays 8:00-10:00am

Emergency Assistance:
Wednesday Interviewer 8:00-11:00am
 

Place of Hope:  
(Day Shelter for the Homeless)
Tuesdays 8:00-11:00am

To learn more about these opportunities, please contact Claire Winkler at 
cwinkler@united-ministries.org or 335-2618.
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