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Sunday, December 25, 2016
Christmas Day

Senses of the Season: Taste
10:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

Casual Worship
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25,  
Luke 1:39-55

Sermon: A Baby in a Food Trough
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20
Soloist: Kyle Matthews

Sunday, January 1, 2017
Epiphany Sunday

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: What the New Year Holds
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13, 

Matthew 2:1-12
Anthem: “Star Carol” – RUTTER
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses available for all worship 

services.

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Available 
dates include January 1, 15 and 29.

There is no Extended Session for 
December 25. All worship together in 

the Fellowship Hall.

Extended Session
Directors: Georgiana and Pat Gray

Infants/Toddlers: Jenny and Ming Lee
Twos/Threes: Rebecca Gault

Fours: Brandon and Leslie Roberts
Fives: Jason and Marie Richards

Pianist: Melanie Ruhlman
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

And the ‘first beard saga’ 
continues… Several people have 
asked when I’m shaving off the 
beard. The tone of their voice and 
their selective use of demonstrative 
versus possessive adjectives vividly 
indicates their feelings toward said 
facial hair. In other words, if they 
ask, “When are you shaving off 
‘your’ beard?” I conclude they like 
the look. If they ask, “When are you 
shaving off ‘that’ beard?” I conclude 
this is a look they don’t appreciate 
on their preacher. All that said, I 
had planned to shave it off this 
past Friday immediately after the 
kindergarten Christmas program, but 
someone told me I looked rugged 
with the beard. You don’t hear that a 
lot when you drive a VW Beetle and 
wear argyle sweater vests… so I’m 
keeping it a few more days…

The date of ‘the shave’ is 
undetermined, but there are some 
much more important dates I want 
to make sure are on your calendar. 
Wednesday night, December 21, at 
7:00pm in the Carpenter Chapel, we 
will hold our Longest Night Service. 
This brief service of prayer, song 
and communion is designed to give 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

comfort to those who are grieving 
during this Christmas Season. On 
Saturday evening, December 24, 
we will celebrate Christmas Eve in 
the Sanctuary at 5:00pm. I will be 
sharing a sermon and a gift with all 
children in attendance. (Adults may 
feel free to listen in.) Don’t miss this 
festive evening of celebration and 
anticipation, and YES, we will be 
worshiping together on Christmas 
Day. It’s a holy day for Christ’s sake. 
(And I mean that literally.) There 
will be no Sunday School, but we 
will gather around the piano in the 
Fellowship Hall at 10:30am for a 
casual service of carols, prayers, 
sharing and sermon. Children 
and rebellious adults are invited 
to wear their PJ’s or other casual 
dress. Children (and rebellious 
adults) may bring a favorite gift with 
them for sharing. And there will be 
coffee… Finally, on New Years Day, 
Sunday, January 1, we will meet 
in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00am 
for breakfast (make a reservation 
online or call the church office) 
and then celebrate Epiphany in the 
Sanctuary at 10:30am. Remember, 
December 31 is the last day to make 
contributions to this year’s budget – 
be generous.

So while I can make no guarantees 
for a shave date, these holiday 
events are ‘inked in’ on the calendar. 
I hope to see you at each and every 
one…

— Jim

Reminder
The Branch will be on vacation next week but will return on January 3.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!



Like many of you, I find myself 
making the same three New 
Year’s Resolutions each year: 1) to 
remain as good-looking as ever,  
2) to become rich and famous and 
3) to become a spiritual giant. The 
list doesn’t change, I suppose, 
because I never quite pull these 
off. Jim thinks it’s because there’s 
an inherent conflict between #2 
and #3, but I hold out hope that #3 
will come as a result of #1.

In the off-chance that you, too, 
might need help keeping your 
commitment to deepening your 
spiritual life, growing toward 
Christ-likeness, we have two big 
ideas—let’s actually schedule 
time for it and let’s share the 

experience—so we can help one 
another show up and get the most 
out of it. Let’s all put Wednesday 
nights on our calendars—come 
for dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
4:45–6pm, if you like—and be 
present at 6:15pm for a brief 
look at one of the twelve classic 
spiritual disciplines, the ones 
most famously detailed in Richard 
Foster’s best-selling Celebration 
of Discipline. Celebration sounds 
fun, doesn’t it? And don’t worry, 
we’ll help each other with 
the “discipline” part. Keeping 
promises and celebrating life 
should come so close together as 
to be inseparable, don’t you think?

But first, we’ll kick off the whole 
Midweek semester with Jim 
Dant sharing the personal story 
of vocational calling that led him 
to First Baptist. Many of you 
have said how much you loved 

and learned from the “My Story 
Too” testimonies we’ve already 
heard from Baxter, Matt, Kendra 
and Mary Carol, so we’re going 
to keep this up! These personal 
stories always do more than help 
us get to know our ministers, as 
important as that is. They help us 
see our own callings in the light of 
another’s experience, something 
we all hunger for, deep down.  

So, don’t miss any of this. And 
please don’t forget to bring a 
friend! Few people in Greenville 
—or anywhere else—have ever 
experienced “church” like the 
warm fellowship of First Baptist 
Greenville.

I am so grateful to share all these 
experiences with you!

—Kyle

MidWeek 
Fellowship 2017
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January 21 
Keeter Horton 
2 Fountainview Terrace 
#102 
Greenville, SC 29607

January 23 
Joylyn Lynch 
12 Boyce Avenue 
Room 1216 
Greenville, SC 29601

January 24 
Bob Rogers 
Brookdale Nursing Home 
23 Southpointe Drive 
Room 121 
Greenville, SC 29607

January 31 
Martha Power 
6 Fountainview Terrace 
#110 
Greenville, SC 29607

Happy Birthday!
Please remember these members of our congregation 
who are celebrating January birthdays but not always 
able to be with us in worship:Enrollment for First Baptist Church members 

will be January 15–22, 2017. To enroll children 
ages two months up to two years, pick up 
enrollment materials on the table in the nursery 
lobby. The enrollment card and $200 enrollment 
fee must be received in the office by January 
22 to secure a placement. Contact Rosemary 
New at 370-2515 ext. 127 or rosemary.new@
firstbaptistgreenville.com for more information.

To enroll children turning two years old prior 
to September 1, 2017, through age five, 
enrollment packets will be available in the office 
(Room B307) beginning January 11. Enrollment 
packages and the $200 enrollment fee must 
be received in the office by January 22 to 
secure a placement. Contact Dewanda Martin 
at 271-2613 ext. 131 or dewanda.martin@
firstbaptistgreenville.com with questions.  

—Dewanda, Kathy and Rosemary

Enrollment for First Baptist 
Day School —2017-2018
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On the Road with the 
Roadrunners

January 25
Lunch at Shortfields in 

Travelers Rest
Depart FBG: 11:00am
Return: Before Dark

Cost: $1 + Lunch
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Nancy Strange, Laura Gabrels and 
Anne Peterson give a poinsettia in 
memory of Mary Chester Stallings 
Gabrels and J. Leon Gabrels.

A poinsettia is memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert L. Strange is given by 
Bert and Nancy Strange.

Bert and Nancy Strange give a 
poinsettia in honor of their children 
and grandchildren.

Two poinsettias in memory of Gerald 
Stroud are given by Lois, Ginny, 
Stephen and David Stroud and their 
families.

Linda Alpert gives a poinsettia in 
memory of James William Sparks.

A poinsettia in memory of Dr. 
Thomas Edward House is given by 
Gail House.

Gail House gives a poinsettia in 
memory of Grady and Louise Toney 
and Sharon Toney Newton.

A poinsettia in honor of Lisa 
Carpenter and Karen Sims is given 
by Gail House.

Jane Morlan gives a poinsettia in 
honor of Mary Sue Watson.

A poinsettia in memory of Thomas 
Wilton Watson is given by Jane 
Morlan.

Jane Morlan gives a poinsettia 
in memory of Ruby Young 
Birmingham. A poinsettia in memory 
of G. Van Birmingham is given by 
Jane Morlan.

The Hamrick family gives two 
poinsettias in memory of John and 
Helen Roberts.

A poinsettia in memory of Sherwood 
Mobley is given by Kimberly and 
Lee Coates.

Kimberly and Lee Coates give a 
poinsettia in memory of Bill Dunlap.

A poinsettia in memory of John 
“Jackie” Albert is given by Bill and 
Janet Albert.

Billy, Eleanor, Jordan and Emily 
Dunlap give a poinsettia in memory 
of Bill Dunlap and in honor of Pat 
Dunlap.

A poinsettia in honor of Newt and 
Mareon Stall is given by Billy, 
Eleanor, Jordan and Emily Dunlap.

Billy, Eleanor, Jordan and Emily 
Dunlap give a poinsettia in memory 
of Wade H. Bryant.

A poinsettia in loving memory of 
their precious mother and “nanee,” 
Margaret Baker Bell, is given by her 
family.

Bob and Carolyn Cloaninger and 
family give a poinsettia in memory of 
Bill Dunlap.

A poinsettia in memory of Sterling 
Laffitte is given by Carol and Monty 
Laffitte.

Anne Garner gives a poinsettia in 
honor of the members of the Gayle 
Price Sunday School Class.

A poinsettia in honor of Bill and 
Mary Ruth Lacy is given by Bill C. 
Wells.

Shirley Young gives two poinsettias 
in honor of Christa Brackin and Cal 
Brackin and in memory of Gloria and 
Gary Harrelson, Caryn Harrelson 
Deseker and Glen Brackin.

Two poinsettias in memory of 
Charles, Jo, Steve and Robbie Bell 
are given by the Bells.

Keeter Horton gives a poinsettia 
in loving memory of E.M. “Sonny” 
Horton.

A poinsettia in loving memory of 
Blanche Owen Carpenter is given by 
her family.

Steve and Carroll Luck give a 
poinsettia in memory of Bill and 
Maxine Luck.

A poinsettia in memory of Terry 
Dodge is given by Steve and Carroll 
Luck.

Two poinsettias in memory of Blair 
Babb Smoak are given by Betty and 
Louis Smoak.

A poinsettia in loving memory of 
Nathaniel Wilson “Bill” Dunlap Jr. is 
given from his entire family. “Your 
wife, Pat, and all your children and 
grandchildren love and miss you!”

Debbie Paden Mobley and 
daughters, Naomi and Sarah, give 
a poinsettia in loving memory of 
their husband and father, Sherwood 
Mobley.

A poinsettia in loving memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Wilson 
Dunlap Sr. and Mr. and Mrs. James 
Thomas Garvin are given by their 
grandchildren.

Cecelia Jackson, her children 
and her grandchildren give two 
poinsettias in memory of Dr. W.S. 
Jackson Jr.

A poinsettia in honor of Sara 
Chalmers and in memory of Carl 
Chalmers is given by Beth Spurr.

Poinsettia Gifts
THE FOLLOWING HAVE 
BEEN PLACED IN OUR 
SANCTUARY:
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

December 18-25
Kendra Plating

828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

December 26-January 1
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

January 2-8
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a mes-
sage by pressing the number “3” for 

“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Vol. LVII  December 19, 2016  No. 50
Financial Needs as of 12/17

$2,355,773
Receipts as of 12/15

$ 2,213,564
Lula Whilden Goal 

$125,000
Lula Whilden as of 12/15 

$ 85,273

LIVING GENEROUSLY

12/21 7:00pm Longest Night Service 
  (Carpenter Chapel)
12/22-26 AYMC and Church Offices  
   Closed
12/24 5:00pm Christmas Eve  
  Service of Communion 
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
12/25 No Sunday School
 10:30am  Christmas Day
  Senses of the Season:  
   Taste
  Casual Worship in  
   Fellowship Hall
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
12/31-1/1  AYMC Closed
1/1 9:15am No Sunday School
  Church Family Breakfast
   (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  New Year’s Day 
  Epiphany Sunday 
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer

For Your Calendar! Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First will return  

January 4. 

Menu
January 4

Pasta Bar, Salad, Italian Green Beans, 
French Bread, Dessert

Kids: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles, Fruit, 
Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:15pm  Youth Choir 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Start the New Year with 
Your Church Family!

Instead of Sunday School on 
Sunday, January 20, the First Baptist 
Greenville family will gather for 
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. The 
serving lines will be open 9-10am. 
Please make reservations at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/january-
1-breakfast/ by noon on Tuesday, 
December 27.

Financial Update
In addition to regular cash or check 
donations, stock may be donated to 
First Baptist. Please allow time for 
these transactions to be processed 
by December 31. If you are 70.5 years 
old or older, offerings to First Baptist 
may be directly donated from an IRA. 

Our Handbell Ministry 
Is Growing! 

A new ensemble, Beginners Bells, will 
meet on Fridays at 10:30am in room 
E-317 (the room beside Carpenter 
Chapel), starting January 13. This 
group is for adults who don’t have 
any handbell ringing or even musical 
experience, but all are welcome. It is 
a “casual” group that will plan to play 
for groups in our community like First 
Baptist Kindergarten or local nursing 
homes or our First Friday attendees. 
(We won’t rehearse on First Fridays.)
Contact me at 864-546-1088 or 
jhtreu@gmail.com for more details or 
to let her know you’d like to join us!

—Julie Treu

Care List
 as of 12/19/2016

Hospitals
As far as we are aware, we have no 
members currently in the hospital.
Returned Home: Myles Golden, Marci 
DeWolfe to NHC Greenviille, Ben 
Mullinax, Don Watson

Sympathy to...
the family of Joseph Fuson.
Brenda and Kelly League in the death 
of John League.


