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Sunday,  
July 17, 2016

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Proclaimer: Matt Rollins
Scripture: Amos 8:1-12

Sermon: The Summer of the  
Fruit Fly

Anthem: “I Know that My  
Redeemer Lives”   – COX  

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, July 17, are given 
in loving memory of Blanche 

Owen Carpenter by her family. In 
celebration of her life and love, 

may we all remember Psalm 
118:24: This is the day the Lord has 

made; let us be glad and  
rejoice in it. 

If you would like to donate flowers 
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 

please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Some available dates are July 24 

and 31, and August 7 and 21.

Extended Session
Directors: Krista and Sean Martin

Infants: Mary Ellington
Twos: Caroline and Nick Reinhardt

Threes: Liz and Shane Whatley
Fours: Brian and Perry Behrens

Fives: Hailey and Stewart Caldwell
Pianist: David Petty

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Summer Sunday School Schedule

WORSHIP

June 5-August 7
Chapel: FRed Talks (Fresh ideas worth sharing)
Prayer room: Music for Dummies
Gayle Price Room: Small group discussions

Parlor: traditional lesson with Seminar Class
August 14
Fellowship Hall: Sunday School Open House 
and Breakfast

I spent last week in a Vancouver 
convention hall full of Baptists. We 
gathered from over 100 different 
countries and territories of the world. 
It was my first Baptist World Alliance 
(BWA) meeting. Not only did we 
represent different races and ethnicities, 
we were different kinds of Baptist. There 
are over 100 different kinds of Baptist 
in the world. We tend to be familiar 
with Southern Baptists, American 
Baptists, Cooperative Baptists, Free 
Will Baptists and many more within the 
United States. But there are even more 
hues and flavors around the globe. The 
historic Baptist embrace of freedom – 
the freedom of every believer to relate 
personally with God’s Spirit, the freedom 
of every church to shape her own 
identity and destiny, the freedom to read 
and interpret the Bible, and our freedom 
from the state – has understandably 
allowed a multiplicity of Baptist groups 
to evolve. No one Baptist can represent 
or speak for all Baptists.

Within the BWA, I serve on the Interfaith 
Relations Commission. So, once we’ve 
invited all these Baptists to the table, 
it’s our job to make sure the Muslims, 
Hindus, Buddhists, Jews and other 
faith expressions have a seat as well. 

And let’s not forget, there are sects and 
divisions among each of these faith 
expressions that further complicate our 
ability to comprehend their manner and 
mission in the world.

At this table (in fact at a lot of tables), I 
find myself explaining the fact that “I’m 
not ‘that’ kind of Baptist.” It seems I am 
constantly judged in light of some of 
the worst Baptist behavior and thought. 
Often the most ignorant, bigoted, hateful 
Baptists are the loudest, and I have to 
define and defend myself against their 
voices and vices. I’ve found this to be 
true for everyone else at the table. It 
seems we humans have a tendency 
to judge the whole on the basis of a 
few. To reject the whole as a meager 
attempt to protect ourselves from the 
few. To risk the holy bond we share as 
humans and children of God in order to 
avoid the few. It happens to Baptists…
and Muslims and African Americans and 
police officers. 

I’m not willing to live this way. I will 
continue to love you, respect you, give 
you the full benefit of the doubt and 
extend the breadth of God’s grace. You 
will be my brothers and my sisters. I’ll 
humbly request the same from you. 
Those who are cruel need to be called 
out…but everyone doesn’t need to be 
called cruel because of the few. May 
God grant us peace…and may we work 
for peace in our daily kindness.

— Jim

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT
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What happens when you give 18 first and second 
graders scissors, empty vases, and the stunning 
arrangement of sanctuary flowers from our Sunday 
worship service? You get fifteen minutes of happy 
clipping and chirping (mixed with a little debating)… and 
finally five beautiful, creatively arranged bouquets, ready 
for the children to deliver to some lucky homebound 
members. Thanks to Susan K. Shelley’s guidance, this 
is exactly how we began the first of our two summer 
Children’s Missions Weeks. 
Not only did our youngest members of Children’s 
Ministries get to spend time getting to know special 
members in their homes, we also spent the week 
visiting three other organizations that do good work 
in our community. We learned about food deserts at 
Serenity Farms (and got to pet goats and be surrounded 
by chickens), we saw how the Center for Developmental 
Services helps families from all over the upstate, and 

we learned about sustainability at Annie’s House (and 
picked blueberries and made seed bombs!).
Thirty third, fourth and fifth graders came the second 
week. We started with a trip to Build a Bear, where we 
made bears for the youngest GAIHN guests and then 
went on a tour of the GAIHN day center. Next up was 
a trip to see the Greenville Woodworkers Guild where 
we learned about their work with the Beads of Courage 
program. On Wednesday, we toured Triune Mercy 
Center and served refreshments to the food pantry 
guests, and Thursday we played with the children at the 
Nicholtown Summer Camp. We finished the great week 
with a pool party at Mrs. Doris Clanton’s home. 
In addition to all tours and visits all over the county, we 
also spent our time journaling about our experiences, 
creating a Missions Scrapbook and learning daily Bible 
verses. What fun weeks of learning and service!

— Becky and Laura
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If you have not yet attended the 
“Music for Dummies” classes this 
summer during the Sunday School 
hour, there are still a few remaining 
Sundays! These small group 
sessions are opportunities to learn 

more about music in our worship 
services, how the gift of music can 
be meaningful in our worship and 
personal faith, and opportunities in 
our music ministry.

— Vivian

Music Talks This Summer
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July 17   Handbells — Julie Treu

July 24  Organ Music in Worship —  
 Charles Tompkins

July 31  Music in Church —  
 Vivian Hamilton

August 7  Handbells — Julie Treu

I’m excited to announce that we 
have a new class coming to the 
AYMC and I hope you’ll consider 
being a part of it. It’s a body pump 
class I’ve dubbed as ‘Lift Lunge 
Laugh.’ Derrick Hallums, a certified 
trainer and former army ranger in air 
defense, will lead it on Mondays at 
6:00pm, beginning August 15.  

If you are ready to take your training 
and exercise to the next level and 
have fun at the same time, this is the 
perfect class for you. 
Body pump is for anyone looking 
to get lean, toned and fit. It is 
designed to transform your body by 
developing strength and endurance 
in major muscle groups. In doing 
so, you burn calories and tone your 
entire body. It does this by using 
light to moderate weights with lots 
of repetition. Derrick will coach you 

through the moves and techniques, 
giving you encouragement and 
motivation. You will definitely leave 
the class feeling challenged and 
ready to come back for more. 
Call me or e-mail me (233-
2527 ext. 122 or mittie.taylor@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) if you 
want to talk more about the class 
or to let me know you’re joining it. I 
would love to see you there!

 — Mittie

Lift, Lunge, 
Laugh
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This year on mission trip we completed a vast majority 
of tasks in a short amount of time. We dug a trench, 
took siding off the back of a house, sanded a bedroom, 
mudded a closet, pulled up a bathroom floor, took 
out a toilet and went to the Boys and Girls Club; and 
this was all on the first day! Throughout the mission 
trip we worked together in a family. We grew closer to 
each other through the many long hot summer days, 
hugs, laughter, devotions and meals shared together. 
We watched the middle school boys play jokes on the 
other youth members. We watched the high school 
girls learn new tasks while working on the houses. We 
watched the high school boys mentor the middle school 
boys; and we watched the middle school girls make 
the older youth laugh until tears ran down our faces. 
I was able to form a relationship with the homeowner 
of the house where I worked throughout the week. On 
several occasions, I sat on the front porch and talked to 
the homeowner about his favorite ice cream flavor, his 
children, the flooding, and life in general.

One day, the homeowner briefly mentioned to me how 
lucky he was, and it took me by surprise – he was 
calling himself lucky, yet it had been eight months since 
his house flooded. He mentioned how lucky he was 
“because it could have been worse. We could be living 
in Texas where the flooding is much worse than it is 
here.” Those words have stuck with me ever since that 
conversation. He was grateful for what happened to 
him because it could have been worse. There are many 
memories and jokes that came out of this wonderful 
week. I could not be more grateful that this particular 
trip was my last mission trip as a youth. It was a 
wonderful experience, and I would go again in a split 
second. 

— Annie Deaton, High School Senior

YO
U

TH
Lake City, SC — 2016
REFLECTIONS FROM MISSION TRIP

I have been fortunate enough this summer to be on the 
Youth Mentor Team at First Baptist Greenville. One of 
the events that occur over the summer for our youth 
family is the annual Mission Trip. This year our Mission 
Trip was to Lake City, South Carolina. During my first 
few weeks as a youth mentor, I spent a majority of my 
time with the high schoolers and getting to know them. 
At Mission Trip, I focused all of my energy on the other 
half of our youth group, the middle schoolers, and it 
was an incredible experience. I really enjoyed hanging 
out with the younger members of the youth and 
learning more about God through their perspective. 
Over the week, I was able to see God in these middle 
schoolers through their attitudes about helping others. 
During the week, we went to the Boys and Girls Club 
of Lake City, and we helped sort food at the Harvest 
Hope Food Bank. The middle schoolers all seemed to 
genuinely enjoy the mission work and, to my surprise, 
hardly ever complained. Whenever they were given 
a task, they put all of their energy into it and did their 
best to get the job done as quickly as possible. Their 
energy and excitement was contagious, and being in 
their presence made me feel that youthful excitement 
that I know I’ve been lacking. They helped me realize 
that in my life I need to learn to balance — work hard, 
but also find time to have more fun. Overall, it was a 
great week, and I hope to be able to take some of the 
things I learned from the middle schoolers and apply 
them to my everyday life!

— Haley Histon, Youth Mentor 2016

Our youth family was fortunate to 
have Trevor Barton join us for our 
week of missions in Lake City, and 
offer us his gift of inspiring words of 
reflection. Here is a sampling…
One thing our youth taught me 
over and over this week is that I am 
a part of a community with them. 
They are doing such a wonderful, 
meaningful job taking care of each 
other. I am thankful to be a part of 
this community. 

Ways I have experienced 
community this week...
Last night, MC asked, “How can 
you love yourself?” And some 
answered, “By being you!” It is a 
simple answer, but true community 
is built on that very foundation...on 
being you.

In this time of disunity, where 
people break apart and break each 
other because of the way they 

worship, the orientation of their 
sexuality, the color of their skin, 
the amount of things they possess, 
the way they vote — the way they 
are different — your kids have 
discovered the better way. They 
are the better way. They are being 
themselves, and it is a thing of 
beauty in an often ugly world.

— Trevor Barton , Adult Chaperone



Introducing…
Peggy Stone, 1405 
Trailhead Ct., Greenville, 
29617, joined FBG by 
transfer of letter from 
another Baptist Church 

on Sunday, June 26.

Debbie Shelnut joined 
FBG by profession of 
faith requesting baptism 
on Sunday, June 26.

Tammy Dantin,  
4 Promontory Ct., 
Greenville, 29615, joined 
FBG by transfer of letter 
from another Baptist 

church on Sunday, July 3. Tammy has 
two children, Simone and William. 

Jeanell Downs and Katherine Dillon, 
300 E. Fairview Ave., Greer, 29651, 
joined FBG by statement of previous 
profession of faith and baptism on 
Saturday, June 25. Together, they have 
three children: Makaja, Kadence and 
Zachary.
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

July 11-17
Matt Rollins  
346-0971 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
July 18-24 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m) 
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”
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For Your Calendar!
7/11 6:30pm College Pasta Night  
  (Austin Rabon’s House)
7/11-14   Preschool Music Experience  
  for 4K and 5K Sunday School  
  Classes
7/12-15  Camp Prism for Children in  
  Grades 3-5
7/13 9am-1pm    Youth Uni-D Day  
  and Lunch Club (AYMC)
7/17 9:30am    Joint Adult Sunday  
  School Option
 10:30am Matt Rollins,   
  Proclaimer
7/18-23  Unidiversity Youth Camp  
  (University of Tennessee -  
  Knoxville)
7/24 9:30am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School Option
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Service of Communion
 11:30am Youth VBS Crew  
  Leader Orientation
7/25-28  Preschool and Children’s  
  Vacation Bible School
7/27 Noon-1pm Youth Lunch Club  
  (Joy of Tokyo and Zoe’s)

Financial Needs as of 7/9
$1,298,079

Receipts of 7/8
$1,087,838

LIVING GENEROUSLY

United Ministries
In addition to bringing canned fruit 
for United Ministries, you can also 
share your fresh produce, thanks 
to a donation of three refrigerators 
and a freezer from Pendleton Street 
Baptist Church. Please call Rosaline 
at United Ministries before bringing 
your produce: 864-335-2609. Please 
continue to bring your canned fruit 
items to the green collection bins at 
church. Thank you!

Deacon Nominations Due
All church members, please 
submit names of servant leaders 
for consideration to serve on the 
Diaconate to Jenna Manning by 
Sunday, July 17. Include a brief 
statement of each nominee’s 
qualifications and include your contact 
information. Nominations can be 
made by written letter or by email to 
jenna.manning@firstbaptistgreenville.
com.

Care List
 as of 7/11/16

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Bruce Brown 
and Oscar Funderburk
Greer Memorial: Bill Moore
Returned home: Ronn Carroll

Sympathy
…to the family of Doris Goodlett.

Congratulations
...to Derek and Renee Dunlap on the 
adoption of a daughter, Layla Kathryn 
Dunlap, born June 16, 2016. Her older 
siblings are Presley and Cruz. Layla’s 
grandparents in our church are Bill 
and Pat Dunlap.
...to Toni and Will Bouton on the 
birth of a son, Samuel Owen 
Bouton, born July 6, 2016. His older 
siblings are William, Banks and 
Belle. Grandparents in our church 
are Nancy and Billy Carpenter and 
Becky and Ralph Bouton. Great-
grandparents in our church are Bill 
and Anne Carpenter.
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