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Summer Sunday School Schedule

WORSHIP

June 5-August 7
Chapel: FRed Talks (Fresh ideas worth sharing)
Prayer room: Music for Dummies
Gayle Price Room: Small group discussions
Parlor: traditional lesson with Seminar Class

July 3 and 10
Fellowship Hall: Everyone together for a fun 
morning of fellowship
August 14
Fellowship Hall: Sunday School Open House 
and Breakfast

As a minister, theologian and general 
lover of all things spiritual, I spend 
a great portion of my time either 
promoting mystery or dispelling 
mystery. Our post-enlightenment, 
overly scientific generation has 
a strange tendency to embrace 
mystery where there is none. We 
so crave something beyond our 
rational knowledge that we ‘make 
up mystery’ to keep our minds and 
hearts intrigued. Recently a young 
professional – wide-eyed with 
wonder – told me that his maternal 
grandmother and one of his paternal 
aunts both died on the same date. 
And add to that, his son shares a 
birthdate with one of his cousins! He 
concluded his utterings of amazement 
by excitedly asking, “Can you believe 
that?” I paused. I always hate it when 
I have to dispel a cherished demi-
mystery. But I did my job. I informed 
my friend that statistically, if you gather 
twenty-five people in a room, quite 
likely two of them share a birthdate. 
This is truly no mystery. There are 
over seven billion people on the face 
of our planet and only 365 days in 

the year on which to be born, get 
married, die, and experience all other 
life events. There’s going to be a lot of 
crossover. 

On the other hand, promoting mystery 
is no easier. We often struggle to 
embrace real mystery. The mystery 
of God’s presence, grace and love. 
We regularly read from a book that is 
thousands of years old. We pray to 
a God we cannot see and say God 
is with us. We gather in a space that 
has been sanctuary for thousands, lift 
bread and wine to our mouths, and 
watch young people submerged in 
holy waters. Some Sundays it moves 
us. Other Sundays we wonder what 
we’re doing here, what we’ll cook for 
lunch, and did I close the garage door. 
Promoting the mystery is no easier. It’s 
easy for us to believe there is some 
enigmatic significance to a shared 
birth date. But hard for us to believe 
God is with us, God loves us and God 
is infinitely merciful to us. It’s even 
harder to believe these things are true 
for others. It’s often easier to share a 
birthdate than it is to share grace. 

This Sunday I’ll be sharing mysteries 
and dispelling mysteries. It’s part of 
what I do. I hope you’ll join me in 
the worship of our present, loving, 
graceful, mysterious God…

— Jim

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Sunday,  
June 12, 2016

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Family Dedication
Communion

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Galatians 2:15-21
Sermon: More Than We’ve 

Imagined
Anthem: “You Are Holy” – HELGEN

Soloist: Rebecca Crowe, violin  
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast 
live on WLFJ 660 AM and 92.9 FM from 

10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in our Sanctuary on 

Sunday, June 12, are given in loving 
memory of David Cline by his wife, 

children and grandchildren.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Available 
dates include July 24 and 31, and 

August 7 and 21.

Extended Session
Directors: Georgiana and Pat Gray
Infants: Darby and Melanie Smith
Twos: Foster and Leslie Rodwell

Threes: Susan and Warren Clayton
Fours: Brian and Chesnee Marshall

Fives: Lori and Xin Huang
Pianist: Peggy Nielson

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner
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I am so pleased to introduce our new Pastoral Care   
Assistant, Ryland Brown. For those of you who 
already know Ryland, you know what a calming and 
comforting presence he can be. For those of you who 
have yet to meet him, I have no doubt you will quickly 
learn what a welcome addition he is to our Pastoral 
Care team. Ryland will be assisting administratively in 
Pastoral Care — his love of music, love of the church, 
and love of people will bring an added dimension 

and depth to his work. 
He is excited about the 
wonderful things occurring 
at First Baptist and looks 
forward to being a part of 
church activities for many 
years to come. Ryland’s 
email is ryland.brown@
firstbaptistgreenville.com, 
and his phone extension 
is 137. His office is right 

outside of mine, so you’ll likely meet him when you 
come see me (which you all should)!

Ryland Brown has been a member of First Baptist 
Greenville since 2014. His love for music and the 
church is a key part of the fabric of his relationship 
with God. Ryland, a Greenville native, began his 
piano career as a member of Furman University’s 
“Piano for Young People Program” from 1985-1995. 
There he studied music history and theory and had 
weekly piano instruction under Dr. Karen Eshelman 
Tompkins. After graduating from Hampton Park 
Christian School in 1995, he studied at Bob Jones 
University in Church Music with proficiencies in piano 
and voice under Dr. Fred R. Coleman.

From 2001-2015 Ryland served on the staff of 
Mackey Mortuary and their affiliates as pianist, 
apprentice funeral director, apprentice embalmer, 
and crematory supervisor. He has also served local 
churches in various capacities including pianist, 
facilities director, media director, music assistant, 
worship leader, sanctuary choir director and care 
team director.

— Kendra

Shanda LaForge began her role as Ministry Assistant 
for Missions, Senior Adults, and Neighborhood 
Partnership Ministries on May 23. She will be in the 
office Monday through Thursday mornings. Her office 
is located between our two offices (down the hall 
from the Sanctuary Choir Room). Email Shanda at 
shanda.laforge@firstbaptistgreenville.com or call the 
church office and choose ext. 111.

Originally from Calhoun, Georgia, Shanda is a 
graduate of Georgia Tech and Georgia State 
University (something she shares in common with 
Jim Dant). The LaForges moved to Greenville in 2011, 
and they have been active in the life of this church 
ever since. Shanda, a member of the Lula Whilden 
Circle, also serves on the Children’s and Operation 
Inasmuch Committees. On Wednesday evenings, 
she leads 4-and-5-year old Mission Friends. Shanda 
and her husband, Ryan, are members of the LINK 
Sunday School Class and have two children: Elle, 

who just completed fourth 
grade, and Jacob, who just 
completed kindergarten. 
Shanda loves traveling to 
fun places and following 
college sports.

Shanda is excited about 
joining the First Baptist 
Greenville staff and sharing 
her organizational skills and 
creativity to support the 
mission and ministry of the church. Please stop by to 
introduce yourself and welcome Shanda to her new 
role! 

— Laura and Frank

Introducing Shanda…

Introducing Ryland…
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The Riley Institute at Furman and the Greenville Chamber hosted the 12th Annual Upstate Diversity 
Leadership Awards Dinner on Tuesday, May 17. Presented by Denny’s Corporation, the event recognized 
organizations and individuals for doing an outstanding job in promoting diversity and inclusion in the Upstate. 
Serving as keynote speaker for the event was John L.S. Simpkins, General Counsel for the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

Wynn Recognized for Diversity Leadership

The 2016 award selection 
committee received a record 
number of nominations, which 
confirms that people in the 
Upstate continue to care about 
diversity issues and want to 
recognize those who are role 
models for promoting inclusivity 
and equality. “The Greenville 
Chamber is honored to join 
the Riley Institute to celebrate 
organizations and individuals 
who are intentionally cultivating 
diverse leadership throughout the 
Upstate,” said Chamber President/
CEO Carlos Phillips.

In 2015, an award was named 
in memory of FBG member 
Calder Ehrmann, one of the 
event founders, celebrating his 
commitment to promoting diversity 

and inclusion in the Upstate. This 
year the recipient of the Calder D. 
Ehrmann Outstanding Individual 
Award was FBG’s own Baxter 
Wynn.

The Greenville Chamber blog 
posts this: “Baxter is a clergyman, 
lecturer and writer and has been 
an advocate for inclusion and 
diversity, both personally and 
professionally. He has been a 
leader in these efforts by helping 
to promote understanding and 
reconciliation among all people.”

“Many of his efforts have been 
behind the scenes, but the effects 
of these efforts have very real 
and tangible outcomes. He has 
been an advocate to improve 
race, gender, religion and 
socioeconomic relations in the 
Upstate. He played a key role in 
gaining community-wide support 
from ministers, civic leaders, and 
citizens to officially recognize 
the Martin Luther King holiday in 
Greenville County.”

“He also wrote a powerful essay 
called ‘Two Sons of Atlanta: Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Lester Garfield 
Maddox,’ which compares the 
life of his uncle, the racist and 
segregationist former Governor of 
Georgia, Lester Maddox, and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. This essay 
has established the basis for a 
lecture often given by Baxter and 
for his talk, ‘Leadership Wrecked’ 
from TedxGreenville.”

“He’s served as a member of the 
Race-Day Task Force, a Greenville 
community project designed to 
work towards race reconciliation. 
He’s served on the Board of 
Trustees of Furman University, 
the boards of the Community 
Foundation of Greenville, Urban 
League of the Upstate, United 
Way of Greenville County, United 
Ministries, Greenville Forward, the 
YMCA, the Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce and many others.”

“According to his nominator, 
‘At his core Baxter has been a 
champion of diversity across 
the spectrum of religions, sexual 
orientation, political affiliation, race 
and status. He has demonstrated 
his ability to lead others in the 
effort to affirm the contributions 
of all people regardless of their 
apparent differences.’”

May 31 marked the last day of 
Baxter’s service as the minister 
of pastoral care and community 
relations at FBG. We have been 
blessed by his tenure with us and 
will continue to be blessed by his 
participation in the life and ministry 
of FBG. 

 — Kimberly



GAIHN Hosting  
June 5-19

We are hosting GAIHN for two 
consecutive weeks this summer. 
Some of you have asked if you could 
return as an evening host when 
you have felt that “tug” to connect. 
The answer is YES! Connections 
are so valuable. This is a difficult 
road to travel, and connections, 
encouragement and support are 
critical. 
To those of you new to participating in 
GAIHN who would like to understand 
more…. feel free to join us for 
setup; help us prepare rooms for the 
families, and stay for an introduction 
to the facilities and responsibilities of 
hosting.
To sign up to help, visit http://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d4fa8a92aabff2-june. For 
more information, contact me at 
mary@pyett.net. 

— Mary Pyett, GAIHN coordinator
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

June 6-12
Kendra Plating 

828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

June 13-19
Jim Dant

478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 6/5/16

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Bruce Brown
Returned home: Bill Dunlap, Beth 
McLain

Sympathy
...to the family of Nancy Oates.
...Joslyn Emmel in the death of her 
aunt.
...Elaine Sarratt in the death of her 
aunt.
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For Your Calendar!
6/5-19 Host GAIHN Guests
6/8 7:00pm Jubilate Youth Choir  
  Concert (Sanctuary)
6/12 9:30am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School Option
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/12-15   SEE: Hospitality as a   
      Spiritual Practice
6/12-17   Youth Mission Trip
6/19 9:30am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School Option
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/20-23  Children’s Missions Week for  
     Grades 1-2
6/20-24  CBF General Assembly  
     (Greensboro, NC)
6/25-7/1  Missions Unidiversity 
6/26 9:30am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School Option
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/27-30   Preschool Art Experience  
 for 4K and 5K Sunday School  
 Classes
6/27-30   Children’s Missions Week 
  for Grades 3-5

Financial Needs as of 6/4
$1,057,694

Receipts of 6/3
$857,863

LIVING GENEROUSLY

 Re-retirement... 
 
Mary Wylie is retiring from FBG (again) 
after a combined total of 50 years 
during her employment here. Serving 
in many capacities through the years, 
Mary’s most recent post has been one 
of our warm and welcome part-time 
Reception Desk staff. The staff will 
treat Mary and husband, Jerry, to a 
celebratory lunch this week. We thank 
Mary for her love and dedication to 
our church!
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