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Sunday,  
May 15, 2016

Pentecost
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Numbers 11:24-30;  

Acts 2
Sermon: That Darn Spirit!

Anthems: “Esto Les Digo” – 
LANGE; “Veni Sancte Spiritus” 

from Lux Aeterna – LAURIDSEN 
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast 
live on WLFJ 660 AM and 92.9 FM from 

10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 

by Keeter Horton in loving memory 
of her husband, Sonny Horton, and 
her children, Helen Horton Hunt and 

Charlie Horton.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Available 
dates include July 24 and 31, and 

August 7 and 21.

Extended Session
Directors: Elizabeth and Sean 

Union
Infants: Mary Ellington

Twos: Caroline and Nick Reinhardt
Threes: Boggs and Miller Howard

Fours: Brian and Chesnee Marshall
Fives: Ryan and Shanda LaForge

Pianist: David Petty
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Reminder

WORSHIP

May 21 – SEE Retreat
May 22 – Graduate Recognition

Dear Church Family, 

After being showered with words 
of praise during his retirement 
reception, Harry Emerson 
Fosdick reportedly said, “I must 
confess that more than once this 
evening I have thought about 
a funeral service where the 
minister delivered so eloquent and 
laudatory words over the dead that 
when he finished, the deceased 
man’s wife got up and looked in 
the coffin to be sure there had not 
been a mistake.” 

I can definitely relate to this story, 
and am quite sure Paula can as 
well! 

Sunday was an amazing and 
unforgettable day. From the bottom 
of my heart, thank you for your 
beautiful and gracious expressions 
of appreciation, during our Sunday 
morning worship service, at 
the afternoon reception, and in 
personal notes, calls and visits.  

No one would recommend it as a 
healthy place to take up permanent 

Wynn Again
BY BAXTER WYNN

residence, but over the past few 
weeks, I have thoroughly enjoyed 
and benefitted from frequent visits 
along “Memory Lane.” 

I have discovered that bringing our 
memories into focus and reflecting 
on the things that bring meaning 
to our lives, help us discern the 
movement of God’s spirit in our 
lives. 

It is good to remember where we 
have been, what we have done, 
and especially, those with whom 
we share this gift we call life. 

Reminiscence has served to 
remind me of the profound 
importance of our efforts to shape 
our life together in a manner 
consistent with our faith and 
consistent with what we think it 
looks like to be the body of Christ 
in this community. Let me say this 
again: What we do here is vitally 
important!

Paula joins me in thanking you 
for the great privilege of serving 
alongside you. In more ways than 
we can possibly express, this 
family of faith has enriched our 
lives and the lives of our two sons, 
David and Hanes. 

— Bax
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“A fool takes no pleasure in 
understanding, but only in 
expressing personal opinion.”  

—Proverbs 18:2

Ouch, that hits a little close to 
home…  But while no one likes 
to be “called out” like that, I’m 
grateful that the Bible doesn’t 
allow me to think my faith is merely 
an exercise in religious opinion-
making. The truth is, that’s all it 
is for most people. We are full of 
heavily defended opinions but 
very little personal transformation, 
which pretty much explains the 

history of endless religious warfare 
in a nutshell. We’d rather do 
violence against others than to 
examine and change ourselves.

But authentic spirituality is 
about the latter: surrendering 
ourselves to experiences that 
help us become who God wants 
us to be, even if that means 
altering our theology to get there. 
Like exercise for the body, we 
desperately need practices and 
habits that lead to spiritual health. 
There are no shortcuts in personal 
transformation.

Spiritual Enrichment Events (SEEs) 
are opportunities to actually 
practice spiritual disciplines. They 
are not lectures, sermons or other 
forms of passive spectatorship, 
but an introduction to the great 
variety of spiritual practices that 
really help us grow. These casual 
gatherings start with coffee (first 
things first), include two or three 
brief sessions, then lunch. And you 
still have the rest of your day! We 
have already enjoyed one deep, 
rich experience after another. Don’t 
miss the next ones!

— Kyle
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Spiritual Enrichment Events

May 21: Creative Writing Workshop
Kyle Matthews, Facilitator

In a fit of middle school impertinence, Kyle once 
asked his English teacher why he had to write 
papers all the time. She said, “Because if you can’t 
write about it, you haven’t really thought about 
it.” Thirty years later, he says he finds that he can 
hardly learn any new thing without processing it in 
writing. Yet spiritual realities defy literal and technical 
language and call for a more metaphorical approach. 
And so, since ancient times, journaling and creative 
writing have been important spiritual disciplines 
through which people have experienced inspiration, 
had epiphanies or have made profound discoveries 
about themselves and their relationships. A space 
has been carved out that you might spend a quiet 
morning in the Parlor with friends exploring what 
is already inside you through guided exercises in 
creative writing. Come and see what your life is 
trying to say to you and what God may be saying 
through your life.

Schedule
9:30 Coffee and 
Gathering

10:00 Session 1
Break
11:00 Session 2
12:00 Lunch

Prices
$15.00 Retreat only
$25.00 Retreat and 
lunch

Sign up online at firstbaptistgreenville.com/spiritual-
enrichment-events.

June 12-15: Hospitality as a  
Spiritual Practice

The Welcoming Voice of the Book of Ruth
Jim Dant and Debra Weir, Facilitators

Our prayerful study of the book of Ruth will introduce 
us to the deep discipline of hospitality – hospitality 
to far more than just a visitor in our home. The 
hospitality embedded in Ruth’s story encourages us 
to open our arms and hearts to life on life’s terms, 
God on God’s terms, grace beyond imagination and 
the inevitable evolution of faith and faith practice.

The registration fee is $285 (due 30 days before the 
course) which includes six sessions from Sunday 
afternoon until Wednesday morning. Meals included 
are dinner on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday; lunch 
on Monday and Tuesday; continental breakfast on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

The course is offered in partnership with the 
Certificate in Spiritual Formation (CSF) program 
and the Center for Lifelong Learning at Columbia 
Theological Seminary and is open to all who are 
interested.

Go to ctsnet.edu/lifelong-courses-and-events for 
more details and to register. (This is a list of all 
lifelong learning events at Columbia.)

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/spiritual-enrichment-events/
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On Sunday, May 22, we will celebrate and honor 
the graduating classes of 2016 – high school, 
college and graduate school. The day will begin in 
the AYMC at 9:00am when all graduates and their 
families are invited to share breakfast with our youth 
family. During worship at 10:30am, graduates will 
process with the ministers and deacons, wearing 
their graduation caps and gowns. They will each 
be recognized individually and given a special gift 
from the church. We have asked that our graduates 
submit a recent photo to be displayed on a bulletin 
board outside Jim Dant’s office and in the church 
newsletter. 
Following worship, there will be a High School 
Graduate Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall for high 
school graduates and their families. During the 
luncheon, there will be a light-hearted presentation 
led by our youth Sunday school teachers and a video 
that will highlight the high school graduates. Our 
church family is welcome to come and celebrate with 

our high school graduates. Lunch will be catered by 
Uptown Catering and is $10 per person to eat. Please 
contact me to make reservations at kendall.parks@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.
This is an exciting time for graduates and their 
families. It is a blessing for our First Baptist family to 
recognize and celebrate this milestone in their lives. 

— Kendall

Graduate Recognition
SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2016 
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After years of partnering to assist those in  
need in Greenville, the boards of United Ministries 

and the Greenville Area Interfaith Hospitality 
Network (GAIHN) have approved a joining  
of the two organizations. Our congregation  

has supported their efforts to address poverty 
and homelessness issues in Greenville and 

celebrate with them as their capacity to serve 
those striving to achieve financial stability and 

self-sufficiency is increased. 

For more information on how you can be  
a part of this important work, please visit  

www.united-ministries.org, call 864-335-2614 
or email us at info@united-ministries.org.

During the month of May, we are collecting snack 
items for the 2016 Officer Allen Jacobs Gang 
Resistance Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.) 
Summer Camp. G.R.E.A.T. is an evidence-based 
and effective gang and violence prevention program 
taught by Greenville Police Officers. The program is 
intended to immunize children against delinquency, 
violence and gang membership immediately before 
the prime ages of introduction into gangs. In our 
continued effort to support our local community, we 
will be collecting snacks for the children attending 
camp June 13-17 at Sterling Elementary School.

Please place the following items in the purple bins 
around the church:

Monthly Missions 
Collection 

Chewie Bars
Squeezable Applesauce 
Packs

100 calorie snack packs
Capri Suns
Juice boxes 

— Sarah Byars
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Glenn and Heather 
Hilliard, 400 Crescent 
Avenue, Greenville, 
29605, joined the 

church by statement of previous 
profession of faith and baptism on 
Sunday, on Sunday, May 1.

Anne Woods, 623 N. 
Main Street, Greenville, 
29601, joined the church 
by statement of previous 

profession of faith and baptism on 
Sunday, May 1.

Doug Tate, 23 Partridge 
Lane, Greenville, 29601, 
joined the church by 
statement of previous 

profession of faith and baptism on 
Sunday, May 1.

Colin King, 3 Kinross Row, 
Greer, 29650, joined the 
church by profession of 
faith, requesting baptism, 

on Sunday, May 8. Colin is a seventh 
grade student.
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

May 9-15
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
May 16-22
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Introducing...
Jack and Liz Higdon, 
45 Creekridge Road, 
Greenville, 29607, 
joined the church by 

transfer of letter from another Baptist 
church on Sunday, April 17. They are 
both retired.

Katie Collins, 100 
Chipwood Lane, 
Greenville, 29615, 
joined by church by 

previous profession of faith and 
baptism on Sunday, May 1. Katie is a 
member of the Gayle Price Class and 
works at Dress Barn as she completes 
her senior year in college.
Sheila Allenbach, 107 Coxe Drive, 
Greenville, 29609, joined the church 
by previous profession of faith and 
baptism on Sunday, May 1. Sheila is a 
member of the Gayle Price Class and 
is a student.
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For Your Calendar!
5/10 9:00am Holy Rollers to Picnic  
  at High Falls County Park
5/13 8:00am Roadrunners to Grits  
  & Groceries for Breakfast
5/15 10:30am Pentecost
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am Children’s Event:  
  Celebration Lunch for Fifth  
  Graders and Their Families  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 5:00pm Youth: Choir/End of  
  Year/Summer Kick-Off   
  Celebration (Fellowship Hall)
5/21 10:00am-Noon
  SEE: Creative Writing Seminar
5/22 9:00am  Breakfast for All  
  Graduates with Their Families  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
 10:30am Trinity Sunday
  Graduate Recognition
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am Celebration Lunch  
  for High School Graduates  
  and Their Families  
  (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 5/7
$865,386

Receipts of 5/5
$708,708

LIVING GENEROUSLY

5/28-30   AYMC Closed
5/29 10:30am Second Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Matt Rollins, Proclaimer
5/30 Church Offices Closed

Care List
 as of 5/8/16

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Muriel Woods
St. Francis: Joan Cauble

Sympathy to:
.…the family of Billie Sawyer.
…Ralph Bouton in the death of his 
mother.
…Whitney Hodges in the death of her 
grandmother.


