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Sunday,  
March 13, 2016
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Scripture: John 12:1-8
Sermon: The Stones We Carry: 

Tombstones
Anthem: “How Can I Keep from 

Singing?” – WALKER; “My Song in 
the Night” - CHRISTIANSEN 
Set clocks forward. Daylight 

Saving Time begins March 13.
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast 
live on WLFJ 660 AM and 92.9 FM from 

10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary today are 
given by the Seminar Class in memory 

of their deceased members. (Listing 
will be placed in Narthex on Sunday 

morning.) 
To donate sanctuary flowers, please 

contact Kimberly Coates at  
370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com.  
Some available dates are May 29,  

July 24 and 31, and August 7 and 21.

Extended Session
Directors: Brandt and Clay Gilbert

Infants: Doug and Laura Stout
Twos: Derek and Renee Dunlap
Threes: Ben and Elaine Barnhill

Fours: Jason and Marie Richards
Fives: Ryan and Shanda LaForge

Pianist: Peggy Neilson
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Reminder
Easter Lily Arrangement as Honorary and Memorial Gifts 

Send $15 per gift to Kimberly Coates at First Baptist Greenville.
Include number of gifts, name of donor along with contact information, 

honorary or memorial, and names of honorees by March 21.

Mr. Smith’s question seemed a 
bit deep for a room full of sweaty, 
tired, post-recess sixth graders. 
The last hour of the school day 
had been devoted to Geography 
during our first semester. The new 
semester began today, and we 
shifted our attention to American 
Government. Mr. Smith began 
the hour with a question, “If you 
were elected president, would you 
‘represent’ your constituents by 
making decisions according to their 
opinions (since they supported 
you) or would you ‘represent’ them 
by making decisions in their best 
interest even if contrary to the 
opinions of your constituents?” I 
chose the latter. I still do.

Since South Carolina primaries are 
over, I’m trusting no one will accuse 
me of attempting persuasion or 
influence in the voting process. 
I’d simply like to share with you 
what I expect from my presidents 
and what they can expect from 
me. I expect the president to work 
with other government officials 
in making decisions that benefit 
our country and communities, 
as a whole, whether I agree with 
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them or not. I expect them to have 
access to information that I do not 
have and to use this information 
in their decision making process. 
In return, I will always assume – 
even if naively – that they have our 
country’s best interest in mind. I do 
not believe any president has sat 
in the oval office and purposefully 
damaged this country. I will also 
refrain from being critical – and 
certainly not abusive – of our 
president. I do not appreciate 
‘blaming language’ levied at past 
presidents, name-calling or any 
other manner of disrespect. (Most 
of this language is partisan, mean-
spirited, myopic and void of credible 
fact analysis.) I will pray for our 
elected officials, but I will not put 
a messianic burden on them. 
Contrary to popular belief, they 
are not the primary instruments of 
God’s work in the world. 

These practical perspectives allow 
me to maintain a healthy theology 
around humans being human, 
the church being the church, and 
only God being God. It also allows 
me to live and move and talk and 
listen and think with a generous 
measure of civility…something a lot 
of Americans seem to have lost. I 
encourage you as people of faith, 
American citizens, members of the 
human race – perform your civic 
duty…and be civil in the process…

— Jim

WORSHIP

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=


M
U

SI
C Morten Lauridsen, a National 

Medal of Arts recipient, has 
emerged as one of America’s finest 
and most beloved composers. His 
distinguished music has reached 
a permanent place in the standard 
vocal repertoire and is performed 
regularly by choruses and vocal 
artists throughout the world. We 
are honored to have Mr. Lauridsen 
here in Greenville March 31- April 
3 in a residency shared with the 
SC Governor’s School for the 
Arts and Humanities and Furman 
University. His residency schedule 
is posted on the Music Ministry 
page of our website. His residency 
will culminate in our Sanctuary 
Choir and the Cantus Chamber 
choir from the SC Governor’s 

School singing his Lux Aeterna 
with chamber orchestra on Sunday 
morning, April 3, in our 10:30am 
worship service, with comments 
from the composer and our pastor 
Jim Dant. Lux Aeterna is a piece 
composed on the themes of 
eternal light, hope and serenity 
with texts drawn from sacred 
Latin sources, each containing 
references to Light. The stunning 
beauty of this music will be an 
experience you will want to hear in 
person in our worship service  
April 3!

— Vivian

Distinguished Composer Takes Residence
MARCH 31 - APRIL 3, 2016

AY
M

C You may have noticed a few new faces hanging 
around the welcome desk at the AYMC. That’s 
because they are new staff, and I’d like you to join me 
in welcoming them aboard. I am excited for you to 
meet them. They are going to be great additions for 
us.

Sean Martin is currently and will continue as the 
church’s Volunteer Media Center Specialist. He has 
joined the AYMC as our Welcome Desk Volunteer 
Coordinator. He will be working twelve hours a week, 
and his main responsibilities will be to recruit and 
train volunteers. I’m sure he would love to talk to you 
about volunteering at the AYMC two hours a week. 

Caleb Avery is the owner of 3 The Hard Way 
Basketball Academy and has held several basketball 
clinics at the AYMC. He has joined us as Basketball 
Events Coordinator, and his main responsibility will be 
to serve as staff liaison during weekend tournaments, 
leagues and games. 

Mack Bullard is a senior Health Science major at 
Furman University and joins us as Evening Hours 
Supervisor on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. His primary role will be to make sure things 
run smoothly for groups and people using the AYMC 
in the evenings. 

Sarah Mobley is a sophomore at Greenville High 
School. She has joined us as Ministry Assistant two 
afternoons a week after school. She will be helping 
me in different areas including the AYMC calendar, 
memberships, special projects and other office 
duties.

As always, we have a group of teenage youth 
assistants working in the evenings and on weekends 
providing support to groups using the facility and 
making sure the AYMC is in tip-top shape. Currently 
those assistants are Colin Byrne, John Michael Dunn, 
Kayley Mills, Naomi Mobley, Sarah Mobley, Sam 
Ramsey and Bennett Wright. College students that 
help out when they are home are Will Dodson, Sophie 
Harris, Shealy Long, Peyton Mills and Carley Towe. 

— Mittie Taylor

New Faces at the AYMC
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For interested college students, our Internship 
Committee is now taking applications to fill two or 
three positions with our Summer 2016 Youth Mentor 
11-week program. Deadline for application is Sunday, 
March 27, 2016. 

Youth Mentoring Team Description

First Baptist’s Youth Mentoring Team will be staffed 
by college students who have completed at the 
minimum their first year of school. Youth Mentors’ 
primary responsibility and focus is working closely 
with the youth ministry staff, youth and their families. 
Preference in selection will be given to college 
students who have shown genuine interest and 
commitment to the First Baptist Greenville Youth 
Ministry.

Purpose Statement of Youth Mentoring Team

Youth Mentors will assist in all aspects of ministry 
to youth (grades 6 through college) for the summer 
with their primary focus being on building and 
strengthening relationships within our Youth Family. 
The Youth Mentoring program is designed to provide 
an opportunity for college students to identify 
strengths, gifts, interests, and abilities; invest in this 
youth ministry and its members; and help create a 
sense of trust, respect, and bond between our youth 
and youth leaders.

Interested?

Go to www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/internships for 
full information and the application.

Please submit Youth Mentor Applications to the 
Youth Ministry office no later than Sunday,  
March 27, 2016. 

Youth Mentoring Team
SUMMER 2016

During the months of January, February, and March, 
we are collecting items to make “calm-down kits” 
for children at Pendleton Place. We will assemble 
the kits on April 9 during Operation Inasmuch. These 
kits will be used with children in the Assessment 
Center which provides comprehensive assessments 
of families of children who have been removed from 
the home and the Family Bridges program which 
facilitates safe custody exchanges and supervised 
visitation.

Please place the following items in the purple 
collection bind around the church:

Small bottles of bubbles
Crayons
Coloring books
Squishy balls
Silly Putty
Bubble wrap

Focus on Missions
IN

TERN
S

On behalf of United Ministries, thank you for your 
support of our food pantry in 2015. Your generous 
donations helped us to provide food to 2,562 
families last year. Families facing a crisis receive 
a bag of groceries that feed a family of four for 
three days. As you know, United Ministries is much 
more than just a food pantry. In addition to food, 
our Emergency Assistance program offers financial 
assistance with rent, utilities, heat and medicine. 
People who come to us for help with food or other 
emergency are also connected with our programs 
in adult education, employment readiness and 
financial planning. Your in-kind food donations help 
to support all our needs and ensures that no one is 
turned away because our pantry shelves are empty. 
It means so much to us to have your support and 
we look forward to our partnership in 2016.

— Claire Winkler, Volunteer Coordinator
Johanne Puckett, Volunteer Food Donation 

Coordinator

Thank You!

https://www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/internships
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

March 7-13
Kendra Plating

828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

March 14-20
Baxter Wynn
288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 3/7/16

Hospitals
Memorial: Ed Anderson
Returned Home: Miles Golden, Harry 
Shucker 

Sympathy to:
...Cecelia Jackson in the death of her 
sister.
…Rebecca Feldman in the death of 
her grandmother.

Church Conference 
Baked Potato Bar Youth Fundraiser
March 13, 11:30am, Fellowship Hall

Stay after worship for a family 
meeting (Church Conference). The 
Youth Family will host a baked 
potato bar. Donations made during 
lunch will fund youth missions.
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For Your Calendar!
3/8 7:15am Holy Rollers to   
  McAfee Meat Packing   
  Company in Wrightsville,  
  Georgia
3/9 Wednesdays at First 
  Making My Faith My Own for  
  Youth
3/11 10:30am First Friday Lunch  
  and More (Fellowship Hall)
3/13 Spring Forward: DST Begins
 9:30am Protecting Our   
  Children (E-317)
 10:30am Fifth Sunday in Lent
  Jim Dant, proclaimer
 11:30am Children’s Ministries  
  Event: Lunch and Zootopia
 11:30am Church Conference  
  and Youth Baked Potato Bar  
  Fundraiser
 5:00-7:00pm HS Choir and  
  MS Bible Study
 Snack Supper
 MS Choir and HS Bible Study
3/14-18 Kindergarten Book   
 Fair (Parlor)
3/16 Wednesdays at First Activities
 Making My Faith My Own for Youth

Wednesday Supper
Make reservations by noon on Monday, 

online at our web site. If internet is a 
problem, contact the church office. 

Serving lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.
MENU

March 9
Fish Tacos, Black Beans, Seasoned Rice, 

Salad, Dessert
Kids: Soft Tacos, Refried Beans, Fruit, 

Cookies
March 16

Beef Tips and Rice, Roasted Veggies, 
Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert

Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, Fruit, 
Cookies

Financial Needs as of 3/5
$432,693

Receipts of 3/4
$330,420

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
 3:15-5:00pm  Youth Hang Time 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper
 5:00-6:00pm Youth Fellowship   
   Around the Table
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Choirs 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Mission Friends/ 
   Children on Mission
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Lenten devotional booklets 
are available online at http://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/2016-lenten-
booklet/ and at the Reception Desk.

Missing
The brass “singing bowl” in the 
Prayer Room (E-317) has been 
borrowed. The Centering Prayer 
Group uses this and would 
appreciate the borrower returning 
it as soon as possible.

Ladies Meet
The Susie Lee Bagwell Circle will 
meet March 15, 10:00am, at the 
home of Nancy Goldsmith, 15 
Stonehaven Drive. The Women of 
the Bible study will continue with 
Miriam Benston presenting Mary 
and Martha. New members are 
welcome.

Room Change
Due to the FBCK book fair in the 
Parlor, the Seminar/Corder Class 
will meet Sunday, March 13, in 
Carpenter Chapel.
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