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Sunday,  
February 7, 2016

Transfiguration Sunday
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant 
Scripture: Luke 9:28-36

Sermon: Sacred Self-Awareness
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 
and Furman University Chorale

Anthem: “Dirait-on” – LAURIDSEN
Soloist: Emma Zyriek, soprano 
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast 
live on WLFJ 660 AM and 92.9 FM from 

10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Some 
available dates are February 7,  

May 29 and June 26.

Extended Session
Directors: Krista and Sean Martin

Infants: Mary Ellington
Twos: Caroline and Nick Reinhardt
Threes: Boggs and Miller Howard
Fours: Derek and Renee Dunlap
Fives: Ryan and Shanda LaForge

Pianist: Melanie Ruhlman
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Save the Dates!
Churchwide Retreat March 4-6

Operation Inasmuch April 9
Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale April 16

It’s been on my backburner for 
weeks. I intended to do this during 
the earlier days of January. It’s 
not that I procrastinated; other 
items and tasks kept edging their 
way to the top of the triage list. 
But that’s often the case when 
we are dealing with Last Will and 
Testaments.

While August is “National Make a 
Will” month, January is when most 
churches have given attention to 
this task. I’m not sure how many 
funerals I’ve conducted over the 
last 30 years, but I’m amazed at 
the number of persons who die 
without a will or with a will they 
intended to update but never did. 
My will is written and up-to-date. It 
insures that debts are paid, assets 
are distributed to my children and 
my Christian witness continues 
after my death. I want to provide 
some continued care for my 
family…and my faith family. Yes, 
this church is in my will.  

Last year, our church was able to 
significantly reduce her debt and 
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significantly fund her property 
reserves because individuals 
remembered us in their estate 
giving. I hope you’ll join me and 
do the same. Many persons leave 
a portion of their assets as an 
unrestricted gift to the budgetary 
needs of the church. Many 
choose to make a gift to the First 
Baptist Church of Greenville SC 
Foundation. Funds deposited into 
the Foundation are not spent, 
but earnings on that corpus are 
annually distributed to the church 
for mission efforts and property 
needs. The money we give to the 
Foundation will continue to do 
God’s work long after we are gone.  

I know I’m a little late writing this 
article, but that’s often the way it 
is with Last Wills and Testaments. 
But I want to encourage you to 
make sure you have a will, your 
will is up to date and not only your 
family, but your faith family is part 
of your ongoing gifts.

— Jim
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From Winter 2014 to Summer 2015, 
our congregation responded to a 
question posed during a deacons 
meeting about how we as a church 
should relate to our members, 
guests and fellow Christians who 
identify as LGBT. Jim proposed 
that we not “debate the issue” but 
rather come together and discern 
what God was already doing in our 
congregation and community in 
this area. As the senior minister, he 
charted the course, yet trusted the 
congregation to bear the burdens of 
participation and lay leadership.

Instead of a slate of large town 
hall meetings followed by a church 
wide vote, we scheduled church 
wide discernment sessions where 
everyone in attendance shared in 
smaller groups. Instead of merely 
voicing our opinions on the matter, 
we tried to discern where God was. 
Instead of choosing teams and 
trying to “win,” we simply allowed 
the process to reveal the common 

ground that would allow everyone 
to continue to worship together. 
Instead of drawing a line in the sand 
and asking everyone to pick a side, 
we found the beach with the most 
common ground and prayerfully 
crafted a statement that best 
described what that looked like.

We prayed together, laughed and 
cried together, listened to each other 
and responded to the Holy Spirit. 
Afterward, our members had a 
better grasp of who we are and how 
God is moving in this space. Most 
importantly, we recognized that the 
true value of this holy experience 
was not in the outcome, but rather 
in the process itself. 

For churches seeking to address 
difficult issues and emerge stronger 
and healthier on the other side, we 
would like to share our discernment 
experience. We are hosting a 
workshop on Saturday, February 20, 
for ministry professionals and lay 

leaders to allow them an opportunity 
to hear Jim share a way to 
successfully lead a church through a 
discernment process. 

If you know of a congregation 
whose ministers or lay leaders could 
benefit not only from discussing this 
with their peers, but from hearing 
about the challenges and successes 
of our experience, please let them 
know about this opportunity.

Go to https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/see-registration/ to register 
or contact me at matt.rollins@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-
2527 ext. 144 for more information.

— Matt
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For more than 25 years, young 
groups have made a united 
effort to use the energy of the 
Super Bowl to collect dollars to 
help care for partnering people 
and communities. Immediately 
following worship this Sunday, 
February 7, members of the Youth 
Family will be at Sanctuary exits 
collecting monetary donations in 
soup pots. This year 100% of the 
money collected will go to South 
Carolina Flood Relief.

 

6:00pm – End of Half Time

AYMC Terrace Level

The Youth Family will gather 
together following a 5:00 p.m. 
combined choir rehearsal to watch 
the big game together. Youth are 
encouraged to bring friends for 
fellowship and to enjoy the football 
game and commercials, eat 
yummy tailgate snacks and win 
prizes.

— Mary Carol

Souper Bowl of Caring
THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Tailgate Party
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Saturday, February 20 
in the Parlor

Cost
$25 Retreat and Lunch

$15 Retreat Only
Schedule

9:30am: Coffee and Gathering
10:00am: Session 1

Break
 11:00am: Session 2

12:00pm: Lunch (with $25 registration)

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/see-registration/
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During the months of January, February and March, 
we are collecting items to make “calm-down kits” for 
children at Serenity Place. We will assemble the kits 
on April 9 during Operation Inasmuch. 

Serenity Place is a residential treatment center 
for pregnant women, young mothers and their 
preschool-age children. It is part of The Family Effect, 
a nonprofit organization which works to reduce 
addiction as a leading cause of family collapse and 
harm to children in Upstate South Carolina. When 

addiction in the home is healed, child abuse, neglect 
and domestic violence are prevented, and a stronger, 
more responsible family is created.

Please place the following items in the purple 
collection bins around the church:

Small bottles of bubbles  Crayons
Coloring books  Squishy balls
Silly Putty Bubble wrap

— Laura 

Serenity Place “Calm-Down Kits”
FOCUS ON MISSIONS

FBG members are requested to 
submit nominations for the 2016 
Deacon Nominating Committee:

• Greg Crowe will serve as the 
2016 Deacon Nominating 
Committee chair.

• Nominees for the additional eight 
Deacon Nominating Committee 
members are requested early in 
the year so the committee can 
be formed and begin their work 
during the summer months.

• In the fall, Deacon Nominating 
Committee members will contact 
deacon nominees equal to the 
number of vacancies on the 
Diaconate as to their willingness 
to serve.

• Once the slate of new deacons 
is complete, it is submitted to 
the church for a vote.

• Installation, ordination and 
service onset of new deacons 
are in early January. 

  

To the right is a ballot that will be 
used to submit recommendations 
for the eight positions on the 
Deacon Nominating Committee. 
Ballots will also be available 
on Sunday morning, February 
21. Ballots must be signed by 
members. They may be placed in 
the offering plate or returned to the 
church office by Monday, February 
29.

Because the persons on the 
committee are ineligible to serve 
again for two years, do not 
nominate any of the following:  
Elaine Barnhill, Ralph Bouton, 
Arnold Burrell, Jeanette Cothran, 
Greg Crowe, Susan Dodson, 
Brandt Gilbert, Peggy Good, Pam 
Jones, Mike Kellett, Freda Lark, 
Charles McDonald, Harry Shucker, 
Henry Watkins, Kristy Way, Reed 
Wilson and Jamie Womack.

NOTE: This is a ballot to nominate 
members of the Deacon 
Nominating Committee, not to 
nominate deacons. Ballots must 
be signed.

Ballot for members of the  
Deacon Nominating Committee

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

Signed

 

Deacon Nominating Committee Election 2016
NOMINATIONS DUE BY MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29



Introducing 
Johnny Richardson, 101 Harness Trail, Simpsonville 29681, 
joined the church on January 17, by profession of faith 
requesting baptism. Johnny is a student at Mauldin Middle 
School. His parents are David and Diane Richardson.
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

February 1-7
Kendra Plating

828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

February 8-14
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 2/1/16

Hospitals
Patewood Memorial: Kyle Powell
Returned Home: Sherwood Mobley

Sympathy to:
...the family of Betty Rogers.
...Gail House in the death of her sister-
in-law.
...Gregg Coleman in the death of his 
father.
...Rebecca Dixon in the death of her 
mother.
...Maria Swearingen in the death of 
her grandmother.
...Olivia Morrow in the death of her 
brother.
...Jay Addison in the death of his 
great-grandmother.
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For Your Calendar!
2/3 Wednesdays at First
2/5 10:30am First Friday Lunch  
  and More: Kae Childs, “Life  
  Is a Dance. Who Is Going  
  to Lead?”
2/7 9:30am Protecting Our   
  Children (E-317)
 10:30am Transfiguration   
  Sunday
  Family Dedication
  Souper Bowl of Caring
  Jim Dant, proclaimer
  Emma Zyriek, soloist
 11:40am-1:30pm  Children’s  
  Ministries Love Luncheon for  
  Children and Senior   
  Adults (Fellowship Hall)
 3:00pm Phil Snyder in   
  Concert (Carpenter Chapel)
 5:00-8:00pm Combined  
  MS and HS Youth Choir
  Big Game Party
2/9 9:45am Holy Rollers to Bob  
  Jones University Art Gallery  
  at Heritage Green and   
  Tommy’s Ham House

Wednesday Supper
Remember to make reservations by 
noon on Monday, online at our web 
site. If internet is a problem, contact 

the church office. 
Serving lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.

MENU
February 3

Braised Pork Roast, Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Bean Casserole, Salad

Kids: Meatballs, Tater Tots, Fruit, Cookies
February 10

Chicken Divan, Jasmine Rice, Butter Basil 
Carrots, Spring Salad, Fruit, Yeast Rolls

Kids: Grilled Chicken, Sweet Potato Tots, 
Veggie Sticks, Fruit, Cookies

Financial Needs as of 1/30/16
$192,308

Receipts of 1/27/16
$171,554

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
 3:15-5:00pm  Youth Hang Time 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper
 5:00-6:00pm Youth Fellowship   
   Around the Table
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Choirs 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Mission Friends/ 
   Children on Mission
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir

First Friday Lunch  
and More
February 5

10:30am Activities Begin: Bingo, 
Rummikub and Book Chat  

by Louise Pfrangle

11:15am Program: “Life Is a Dance. 
Who Is Going to Lead?”  

by Kae Childs 

Kae will speak of her lifelong love of 
God and her lifelong love of dancing 

and how she feels that God has 
shown her how to use dance to 

bring His love and joy into the lives 
of others.

Call Sylvia Clyborne for lunch 
reservations by 5pm, Tuesday, 

February 2. Pay at the door ($5.00)
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