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December 21, 2015

Sunday,  
December 27, 2015

The First Sunday after Christmas
Family Dedication

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23
Sermon: Most Common Command

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “What Is This Lovely 

Fragrance?” – arr. WILLAN    
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast 
live on WLFJ 660 AM and 92.9 FM from 

10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Decorations
The wreaths on the gates of the 

Remembrance Garden are given in 
loving memory of Dr. William Mitchell 

by Patsy Mitchell.
The garlands are given in loving 

memory of Edna and Tom Hartness by 
Becky and Bobby Hartness.

The Nativity set in the Narthex is given 
by Janice and John Johnson in honor 
of the First Baptist staff and members.

The Advent banners were designed 
by Charlie Pate and crafted by a 

committee of FBC members.

Extended Session
Directors: Fred and Rebecca Blevins

Infants: James and Niechelle 
Freestone

Twos: Dave and Sarah Byars
Threes: Boggs and Miller Howard

Fours: Beau and Laura Harling
Fives: Jon and Julie Good
Pianist: Cherry Marshall

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Save the Dates!

Churchwide Breakfast December 27, 2015
Operation Inasmuch April 9, 2016

Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale April 16, 2016

Baxter Wynn – our Minister of 
Pastoral Care – introduced me to 
her a little over a year ago. For no 
particular reason, over the ensuing 
months, I either put her out of my 
mind or she slipped out of my mind. 
This past Wednesday, I stepped onto 
the elevator at Patewood Memorial 
Hospital, and there she was. I 
recognized her voice immediately. 
And all she said was, “Going up.” 
Baxter had warned me prior to our 
meeting that she had the most sultry 
voice in the world. It will near melt 
you. The elevator doors opened, and 
without hesitation she said, “Second 
floor.” I’m glad no one was around 
when I very sheepishly said, “Thank 
you.” My voice cracked a little. I may 
have been slightly blushing. It would 
have been embarrassing to have 
been seen and heard.

The rest of the afternoon was not 
so light-hearted. I was there to see 
patients and their families. I held the 
hands of and shared prayers with 
persons just moments from surgery. I 
conversed with family members who 
were navigating the messy nuances 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

of worry and faith and wonder and 
hope and grief and gratitude. These 
are people for whom this Christmas 
season has been a challenge. It’s 
been harder for them to find jingle 
bells and joy in the way life has 
jostled them around during this 
year. I’m hoping some of them – 
and you – will be able to attend our 
worship service on Sunday morning, 
December 27. It is our annual Blue 
Christmas worship service. A part 
of that service will be the lighting of 
candles to symbolize pains we’ve 
experienced during the past year. It’s 
an honest acknowledgment of our 
struggle and a visible symbol of our 
hope.

After my visits, I made my way 
back to the elevator at Patewood 
Memorial Hospital. The doors 
opened and there she was again. 
“Going down,” she said. It wasn’t 
fate. It wasn’t a second chance 
meeting with any future romantic 
significance. She is simply the 
‘elevator voice.’ The voice that 
speaks when the doors open or 
when you push the buttons. She’s 
not real, but she’s the sexiest dang 
elevator voice I’ve ever heard. I’ve 
almost let myself have a crush on 
her…but I always remember…she’s 
Baxter’s girl… ☺

— Jim 
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In memory of Grace and Bernard 
Simmons by Sandra and Oscar 
Funderburk
In memory of Ruth and Oscar 
Funderburk by Sandra and Oscar 
Funderburk
In memory of Robert Gene (Bob) 
Locke by Dick and Annelle Locke
In memory of Jim and Nelle 
Burgess and Harry and Helen 
Shucker by Pam and Harry 
Shucker
In memory of Gerald Stroud by 
Lois, Ginny, Stephen and David 
Stroud and their families (2)
In honor of and appreciation for 
all staff and ministers of FBG by 
David and Barbara McMaster

In honor of and appreciation for 
the Music Staff and all choirs 
of FBG by David and Barbara 
McMaster
In honor of Linda Russ by Earline 
Shabkie 
In memory of Thomas Edward 
House by his wife, Gail House 
In memory of Grady and Louise 
Toney by their daughter, Gail 
House 
In memory of Sharon Toney 
Newton by her sister, Gail House
In memory of Walter Glenn  
Brackin Jr. by Walter Glenn 
Brackin Sr., Carol Ard, Brenda 
Edens and Peggy Hope 
In memory of Mary Pace by Ken 
and Mary Bolt
In memory of C.J. Young and in 
honor of Shirley Young by Ken and 
Mary Bolt
In honor of Martha Johns by Ken 
and Mary Bolt

In honor of Ruth Reid by Mary Bolt
In honor of Evelyn Scaringi by 
Mary Bolt
In honor of Jane Milford by the 
Johnson Sunday School Class
In honor of Catherine Ann and 
Jimmy Jeter by Ken and Mary Bolt 
In honor of Martha Power by Ken 
and Mary Bolt
In honor of the church staff by 
Jimmy Stewart (2)
In honor of the Blue Heaven 
Sunday School Class by Jimmy 
and Peggy Paul 
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Poinsettia Gifts
THE FOLLOWING HAVE 
BEEN PLACED IN OUR 
SANCTUARY:
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Do you know that the Kindergarten 
and Infant Toddler Programs at 
FBC are not only two of the best 
children’s programs in Greenville, 
but are also recognized nationally 
and internationally as being 
among the best? Educators of 
these programs are committed to 
offering high quality opportunities 
in early childhood education 
through exploration, inspiration, and 
collaboration. With strong support 
from parents, the programs are 
outreach ministries to FBC church 
member families, as well as non-
member families in the community. 
Parents offered these reflections: 
It’s a school that believes children 
are already whole and capable.
You create an environment where 
she is free to discover the world 

around her, to develop interests 
without boundaries.
You create a community of 
engaged and confident lifetime 
learners, problem solvers, and 
communicators.
First Baptist has had a profound 
impact in our girls’ lives by 
establishing a deep love of learning 
in each of them.
Registration for the 2016-2017 
school year for First Baptist Church 
members will begin January 11, 
2016. To enroll your child in the 
Infant Toddler Program (ages 2 – 
24 months), pick up registration 
materials on the table in the Nursery 
Lobby. For more information, 
contact Rosemary New. 
To enroll your child in kindergarten 
(age 2 by Sept. 1, 2016, through 

age 5), pick up registration forms 
in the kindergarten office beginning 
January 6, or call the office to 
have a package mailed to you. 
Contact Dewanda Martin at 271-
2613, ext. 131 or dewanda.martin@
firstbaptistgreenville.com with 
questions. 
Registration for families on the 
wait list will be begin January 18. 
Registration materials and fees are 
due by January 15, 2016.

— Dewanda and Rosemary

Kindergarten and Infant Toddler  
Program Registration 2016-2017
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It is not too early to start thinking about spring! Planning 
for Operation Inasmuch 2016 is already underway. On 
Saturday, April 9, our church family will join together 
to serve our local Greenville community and tackle 
jobs from painting to landscaping and craft projects 
to repairs. We will have opportunities for all ages and 
abilities, so please mark your calendar to participate in 
this special day of service and fellowship.

— Rhonda and Doug Girvin
Operation Inasmuch Co-Chairs
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In my former job as a Twang Town songwriter, a “bad 
day at work” was when we had to write a song “to 
order,” usually at the 11th hour, and usually with the 
stipulation that we mimic a trait of some already-
successful song. Songwriting is a craft, but trying to 
manufacture inspiration is like trying to push string 
uphill, and the result of those days was usually a lifeless 
replica of something less alive than just… well, undead.
A good day was a day when one of us came into the 
office brimming with excitement over an idea that came 
to us like a discovery. Something in a movie, novel, 
overheard conversation, or some new insight from Bible 
study or prayer had shone like a light in the darkness 
and stirred genuine emotion. Even though it was yet-
to-be written, the idea alone suggested all kinds of 
possibilities, song forms and arrangement ideas. Great 
ideas have life of their own. We’d often say they “write 
themselves,” coming into the world like a baby bird in 
its egg just needing a little help getting free from the 
shell.

In those cases, the “story behind the song” is often 
as valuable as the song itself, usually rooted in deep 
threads of scripture, deep places in the heart, or a 
spiritual epiphany. And those songs often go on to have 
lives of their own, making the stories of what happened 
after they were written as interesting than how they 
were written in the first place.
The MidWeek Fellowship series for January and 
February will borrow its title from VH1’s show Behind 
the Music and delve into those stories. Experience tells 
me that inspiration inspires inspiration, and my prayer is 
that as you hear those stories, you will come away with 
inspirations of your own. Come and bring a friend!

— Kyle
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Behind the Music
WINTER 2016
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

December 21-27
Baxter Wynn
288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
December 28-January 3

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 12/21/15

Hospitals
St. Francis: John Smetana 

Sympathy to:
... Roland Freeman and family in the 
death of his mother
...the family of Jim Sheppard

Congratulations to:
... Erin and Todd Hutchison on the 
birth of a son, Desmond Frederick 
Hutchison, on December 14, 2015, in 
Henderson, Nevada. His grandparents 
in our church are K.C. and Pam 
Spengeman.

Remember
…to give your year-end gifts to the 
church as you are giving your gifts to 
each other.
…that when you are away from 
home, you can share worship with 
FBG by watching the livestream of 
the church service, and that you can 
view some archived services. Click 
“Watch Live” on the homepage at 
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For Your Calendar!
12/23-25 
 Church Offices Closed 
12/23-26 
 AYMC Closed
12/23
 No Wednesdays at First  
 Activities
12/24 4:30pm 
 Extended Prelude - Charles  
 Tompkins 
 5:00pm 
 Christmas Eve Service of  
 Communion
 Jim Dant, proclaimer
 Kyle Matthews and Phil  
 Snyder, soloists
 Tina Bailey, liturgical dancer
 Special Offering for Local  
 Relief
12/27 9:15am
 Church-wide Breakfast 
 (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am
 “Blue” Christmas Service

Wednesday Supper 
Menu

Wednesday night supper resumes 
January 6.

December 27
Churchwide Breakfast
There will be no Sunday School 

on Sunday, December 27 because 
the church family will be enjoying 

breakfast together in the Fellowship 
Hall. The serving lines will be open at 
9am and close a little after 10 to allow 

time to get to worship.
A full/hot breakfast will be 

provided for Wednesday night 
supper pricing — $8 per adult/$3 

per child.

Financial Needs as of 12/19
$2,167,319

Receipts as of 12/21
$2,152,262

Lula Whilden as of 12/21
$104,486

LIVING GENEROUSLY

THIS IS THE FINAL EDITION 
OF THE BRANCH  

FOR 2015.

firstbaptistgreenville.com. You can 
download the order of worship from 
the worship page.
…that the Church Life App can be 
downloaded from the App Store 
to connect you to Engage First on 
your mobile devices. This will give 
you access to the church directory 
and calendar wherever you are. 
Contact Bootie Cothran, media and 
technology coordinator, at bootie.
cothran@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
ext. 112.
…to check the Lost and Found at the 
AYMC and the main building. Ask the 
receptionist on duty for assistance.
…that all those serving as nursery 
workers, Sunday School teachers 
or chaperones must complete a 
Protecting Our Children screening.
Questions? Contact Juli Morrow at 
ext. 117.

— Kimberly

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com
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