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Sunday,  
December 20, 2015
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon: Christmas Visits

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthems: “Fanfare for Christmas” - 
SHAW; “Angels’ Carol” - RUTTER   

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses available for all worship services.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast 
live on WLFJ 660 AM and 92.9 FM from 

10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Decorations
The flowers in the Narthex are from 
the wedding of Lyndsey Lewis and 
Brett Glymph and are in memory of 
Lyndsey’s grandparents, Ruth and 

Henry Little, and in honor of her 
grandparents Sharon and Bill Lewis.

Remembrance Garden wreaths: given 
in loving memory of Dr. William Mitchell 

by Patsy Mitchell.
Garlands: given in loving memory of 

Edna and Tom Hartness by Becky and 
Bobby Hartness.

Nativity: given by Janice and John 
Johnson in honor of the First Baptist 

staff and members.
Advent banners: designed by Charlie 
Pate and crafted by FBC members.

Extended Session
Directors: Krista and Sean Martin

Infants: TBD
Twos: Ben and Elaine Barnhill

Threes: Liz and Shane Whatley
Fours: Carrie and Herbert Rieder
Fives: Ryan and Shanda LaForge

Pianist: David Petty
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Save the Dates!
First on Main December 16

Operation Inasmuch April 9, 2016
Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale April 16, 2016

My children know the struggle and 
the blessing of divorced parents. It’s 
not a popular thing to talk (or write) 
about, but it’s a reality in the lives of 
half our population. My children were 
adults when the separation occurred, 
but it still has had repercussions in 
their lives. Not the least of which was 
navigating the holidays. To make 
life as simple as possible, I insisted 
that all established traditions remain 
intact. I wanted them to be at their 
maternal grandmother’s home for 
Thanksgiving; we celebrated there 
for all twenty-plus years of their 
lives. I have encouraged them to 
spend Christmas Eve and Christmas 
morning with their mom – in their 
‘hometown’ – where friends and 
family have traditionally gathered. 
At times it’s been a struggle, but 
there have also been blessings. I 
gather with the children for a couple 
days after Christmas. And as one 
daughter put it, “Hey, it’s not perfect, 
but we get to celebrate Christmas 
twice!” I’m looking forward to them 
being at First Baptist Greenville on 
Sunday morning, December 27…

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

In a way, we get to celebrate 
Christmas twice at First Baptist. The 
Candlelight Service will be held on 
Sunday evening, December 20. This 
is one of the most well attended 
services of the year. In addition to 
candle lighting, we intentionally give 
generous gifts to the Lula Whilden 
World Mission Offering that evening. 
Our goal this year is $125,000. We 
are over halfway there. I’m hoping 
you’ll be overly generous at that 
service and ensure we meet our 
goal. Then, on Thursday evening, 
December 24, we will gather for 
our Christmas Eve service. Charles 
Tompkins will share an organ recital 
with us, I’ll be sharing gifts with all 
the children in attendance, we will 
celebrate communion take up an 
offering for our Local Relief Fund. 
We get to receive and share gifts 
– celebrate Christmas together – 
twice this year. And it has nothing to 
do with struggle or separation. We 
just like being together, being with 
God and being a faithful, generous 
witness in God’s world…

— Jim 

WORSHIP

View the  
Lula Whilden World Missions 

Offering  
video by visiting  

https://vimeo.com/145428826.

https://vimeo.com/145428826


In memory of Jim and Carolyn 
Fayssoux by Jim and Martha 
Fayssoux
In honor of their children and 
grandchildren by Gerry and Dan 
Batson (2)
In honor of teachers Anne Poole, 
Doris Clanton, Janet Huskey and 
Rebecca Dixon by the Apphia 
Class (4)
In memory of their mother, Mary 
Chester (Chet” Gabrels by Nancy 
Strange, Laura Gabrels and Anne 
Peterson
In honor of their children and 
grandchildren by Bert and Nancy 
Strange

In memory of Barbara and honor 
of Coy Carson by the Carson 
Class
In honor of Dr. Bill and Mary Ruth 
Lacy by Dr. William C. Wells
In memory of Frank and Dorothy 
Kelly by Rhett and Sarah McCraw
In memory of Buddy and Mildred 
McCraw by Rhett and Sarah 
McCraw
In loving memory of Elsie Pittman 
Taylor by her family (3)
In memory of Mary Charlotte Smith 
by Meredith and Michael Conroy
In memory of William E. Hagood 
by his daughter, Joan Hagood-
Norris, and granddaughter, Javiere 
Norris
In memory of J. Floyd Hall by 
Martha Hall
In memory of David M. Cline by 
Julie Cline

In memory of Ted Ellett by Julie 
Cline
In memory of their parents by Dr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Mann Sr.
In honor of the children and 
grandchildren by Dr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Mann Sr.
In honor of Sara Chalmers by Beth 
Spurr
In memory of J.D. and Mell Todd 
by Rosalind and Ted Tedards (2)
In memory of Odes (Buz) Tatum III 
by Maye-Webb Tatum

More dedications to follow in future 
editions of The Branch.
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Poinsettia Gifts
THE FOLLOWING HAVE 
BEEN PLACED IN OUR 
SANCTUARY:

Christmas Caroling
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY EVENT
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Gingerbread Houses
PRESCHOOL MINISTRY EVENT



In addition to our regular classes 
and venues to exercise, we will offer 
the following in the new year:

Shag Classes
Everyone needs to learn the state 
dance of South Carolina. Our 
own Kae Childs, a well known 
dance instructor, will be leading 
these classes. They will meet for 
four Tuesday evenings, beginning 
February 2, at 7:00 p.m. in the lobby 
area outside of the practice gym. 
We need at least ten people so put 
your dancing shoes on and come 
join in. The cost is $40 per person 
for the four weeks.

Fabulous and Fit
We all know that being over 50 is 
fabulous.  It’s important as we age 
to be physically active to stay fit 
as well as fabulous. Join me on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings 

at 6:30 a.m. for an hour of low to 
medium impact exercise. We’ll have 
fun as we tone muscle, do some 
cardio and talk about nutrition and 
eating. This class will meet on the 
walking track. The cost is free for 
AYMC Unlimited Members and $3 
per class for others.

Water Aerobics
The Caine Halter YMCA has been 
gracious enough to allow us to 
join their water aerobics class that 
meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 9:00 a.m. beginning on January 5. 
Y certified instructors teach the 
class. It’s free for AYMC Unlimited 
members and $15 a month for 
others and you don’t have to join 
the YMCA to take the class.

We Can Do This! Challenge
We’re going to walk and/or run 
our way from Greenville, SC to 

San Francisco, CA. Come on! It’s 
only 2600 miles! Okay, not literally 
walk…. But, we will virtually. We’ll 
begin on January 4 and see if we 
can make it there on or before 
February 29. There is no set amount 
you have to walk every day or 
week or even a set place, just a 
commitment to do your part to help 
us get there.  Winter time is the 
perfect time to come walk at the 
AYMC, too. There will be weekly 
random prize drawings for cool stuff 
and a map displayed at the AYMC 
to chart our progress. There is no 
cost to join this challenge.

If you are interested in any of these 
classes or have questions about 
them, please call or e-mail me. I’ll be 
taking registrations through January 
4 for Water Aerobics, Fabulous and 
Fit and We Can do This! Challenge. 
Shag lesson sign ups will go through 
January 31.  

— Mittie Taylor

In our busy world, it is easy to get caught up in the rush 
of the Christmas season. Everyone is on the move; 
whether it is shopping for our friends and family, fighting 
Woodruff Road traffic or navigating through Haywood 
Mall. We are all trying to get EVERYTHING done, while 
at the same time, juggling work and our everyday 
obligations. I have even noticed that the Christmas 
music that I play non-stop has a tempo that keeps me 
moving hurriedly through the motions. 
Advent is a season to remind us that slowing down and 
waiting expectantly is biblical. While we wait, we are 
strengthened for what is to come. Our waiting is not 
passive or lazy; rather we are to wait with intentionality 
and hopefulness. I hope you will be intentional while 
waiting during this season of Advent — finding and 

being present in 
moments of Peace, 
Hope, Joy and Love. 
Our Youth Family and 
college students will 
have an opportunity 

during Advent to gather 
together to enjoy and be 
present in moments of Peace, 
Hope, Joy and Love through 
fellowship and rejoining of 
friends. 
If you are part of our Youth 
Family, please join us for 
our Youth Family Christmas 
Fellowship Breakfast on 
Sunday, December 20, at 
9:00am in the AYMC. It will 
be a festive morning with 
wonderful food and an exciting 
candy bar exchange game! All you need to bring is a 
favorite candy bar, not gift-wrapped.
Our college students are encouraged to come to the 
annual FBG College Christmas party. This year, we will 
gather at the home of Shealy Long on Friday,  
December 18, at 6:00pm for an Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Party!                                                          — Mary Carol 

Youth Family and College Celebrate Christmas
CANDY BARS AND UGLY SWEATERS CREATING MOMENTS OF PEACE, HOPE, JOY AND LOVE!
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New Year Offerings at the AYMC
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

December 14-20
Kendra Plating

828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
December 21-27

Baxter Wynn
288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 12/14/15

Hospitals
McCall Hospice House: Jim 
Sheppard
Returned Home: Lois Stroud, Hugh 
Hughes, Anne Brady to Cascades, 
Ron Buff to the Cottages

Sympathy to:
...Sylvia and Stephen Clyborne in the 
death of Stephen’s mother
...Joe Freeman and family in the death 
of his mother
...Sarah Barton and family in the death 
of her sister-in-law
...Tina Gulledge and family in death of 
her sister
...the family of Barbara Carson
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For Your Calendar!
12/16 First on Main
 12/18 6:00pm
 College Christmas  
 Gathering (Home of Shealy  
 Long)
12/20 9:00am
 Youth Christmas Fellowship  
 Breakfast (AYMC)
 Joint Adult Sunday School 
 9:15am 
 Coffee Fellowship
 9:30am 
 The Manger and the   
 Movies (Fellowship Hall)
12/20 10:30am
 The Fourth Sunday of  
 Advent
 Jim Dant, proclaimer
 Kyle Matthews, soloist
12/20 6:30pm
 Candlelight Service of  
 Lessons and Carols
 Special Offering for Lula  
 Whilden World Missions

Wednesday Supper 
Menu

Remember to make reservations 
by noon on Monday, online at our 
web site. If internet is a problem, 

contact the church office. 
Serving lines are open  

4:45-6:00pm

December 16
First on Main

4:30-6:15pm – Shop at Ten Thousand 
Villages. 10% of purchases will be 
donated to the FBG Lula Whilden 

World Missions Offering.
6:15pm – Be present at NOMA Square 
(outside the Hyatt), as FBG members 
present a gift of Christmas music to 

the people of Greenville.

December 20, 6:30pm
Candlelight Service of  
Lessons and Carols

Sanctuary and Junior Choirs
Brass Quintet and Percussion

Financial Needs as of 12/12
$2,167,319

Receipts as of 12/14
$2,085,065

Lula Whilden as of 12/14
$87,891

LIVING GENEROUSLY Children’s Lula Whilden 
Banks

During worship on Sunday, 
December 13, children 3-years-old 
through 5th grade processed with 
their Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering bans and placed them 
under the tree. Of those who were 
able to present their offerings then, 
Lula Whilden received $1,299.45! 
There are still a few banks left to 
be counted, but this is a record 
year. Our children are wonderful 
leaders in missions!

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/

