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Sunday,  
November 8, 2015

Family Dedication
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Sermon: Believe Me – It’s Biblical

Scripture: Mark 12:38-44
Anthem: Love Divine, All Loves 

Excelling – WILBERG
Soloists: Danielle and Grant Knox  
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses are available for all worship 

services.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be 

simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM and 
92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
November 8: The flowers in the 
Sanctuary are given in memory 

of Rachel S. Martin by her friend, 
Ruth Reid. She walked in beauty 

on earth with us. Now, she walks in 
beauty in Heaven with God.

Extended Session
Directors: Brandt and Clay Gilbert  

Infants: Mary Ellington  
Twos: Carmen and Will Feemster

Threes: Susan and Warren Clayton
Fours: Carrie and Herbert Rieder

Fives: Hailey and Stewart
Pianist: Peggy Neilson

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner
Church Conference: Morning Worship, November 15

Budget Vote
Committee on Committees Vote

Deacon Vote

I cranked my harvest-moon-
colored VW Beetle, put the top 
down, buttoned my jacket (it was 
41 degrees outside) and drove a 
familiar route to the church office 
this morning. From East Park 
Avenue, I turned left on Main…left 
on Academy…right on McBee…
and left onto McDaniel. Ahhhh….
McDaniel. Some mornings I 
take other paths to arrive at 847 
Cleveland Street.  But in Autumn, 
I love driving down McDaniel. 
The woven limbs, of an array of 
hardwoods, provide a spectacular 
canopy overhead. And during the 
Autumn season…well…the ceiling 
of the Sistine Chapel couldn’t rival 
this natural, artistic blend of texture, 
light and color. As I rolled beneath 
these holy arches, a gust of wind 
shook the boughs above. I laughed 
to myself as hundreds of little leaves 
fell and floated and scattered in the 
seat and floorboards around me. It 
was as if God had thrown a ticker 
tape parade just for me! I wondered 
what I had done to deserve such a 
display of heavenly affection and 
accolade? Was Sunday’s sermon 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

really that good? Was it the one 
extra visit I made this week? Was 
God pleased that I was trying to do 
my best to live this life with some 
integrity? None of these deeds 
seemed to warrant a heavenly ticker 
tape parade. In fact, nothing good I 
could ever do or ever imagine doing 
would warrant the kind of affection 
God has lavished on me…from the 
trees on McDaniel…or Calvary’s 
tree. I just watched the leaves fall, 
smiled and breathed a soft, “Thank 
you, God.”

I stopped spiritually ‘beating 
myself up’ a long time ago. It finally 
sank in – after years of tears and 
confessions and promises and re-
promises and worries and various 
other forms of mental/spiritual 
flagellation – that God loves me. I 
did nothing to deserve it, I can do 
nothing to maintain it…or lose it. 
The wind blows where it wills. The 
leaves fall upon me because of the 
intentional, mysterious, graceful 
love of God. If God loves me that 
way, then God also loves you that 
way. So when you’re driving up 
McDaniel…and the wind of God 
blows…and the leaves fall on you…
slow down. Enjoy the parade. It’s in 
your honor. You are a beloved child 
of God. Look toward heaven and 
breath a soft, “Thank you, God.”

— Jim 
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Christmas is 
being pre-empted 
this year — in 
the minds of 
millions of movie 
fans anyway — 
by the release 
of the new Star 
Wars episode. 
Whether or not 
it turns out to be 
a good movie, 
culturally it’s a 

big deal. But the buzz is different this time around. 
When the first trilogy came out, the talk was all about 
the amazing special effects. When the second trilogy 
came out, it was about how the special effects 
would be even better. But this time? This time, fans 
are holding their breath to find out what’s happened 
to those characters we have come to care about for 

four decades. Now that there is essentially nothing a 
filmmaker can’t show us visually, we’re back to the 
things that mattered when stories were told around 
the campfire: character and storyline.

Readers of the Bible could’ve told us this would 
happen. Time makes all special effects irrelevant. 
The greatest stories are character driven. Nowhere 
is that more true than in the Christmas story. So, 
let’s take a few weeks at MidWeek Fellowship to 
meet them again: those wonderful characters that 
populate our advent journey to Christmas. They are 
what makes the story so compelling, and it’s a safe 
bet we don’t know them as well as we think we do. 
Dinner starts at 4:45pm. The fellowship begins at 
6:15pm. Bring a friend!

— Kyle
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Thank you to the 63 players who 
joined us last evening for our 2nd 
Annual Lulapalooza Texas Hold 
‘Em Tournament! Together, we 
raised $5200 For our Lula Whilden 
World Mission Offering benefitting 
our mission affiliates: Alliance of 
Baptists (http://allianceofbaptists.
org/PCP/ministry_partners), 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(http://www.cbf.
net/missions/ogm/) 
and Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship 
of South Carolina 
(https://cbfofsc.
org/). Pictured is 
winner, Xin Huang, 
in the coveted 
Lulapalooza blazer.

Our November mission focus is 
collecting needed items for our 
Cuban partner church, La Iglesia 
Bautista del Camino. Please place 
the following items in the purple 
collection bins around the church 
before November 15:

Office Supplies – pens, Post-it® 
Notes, Scotch® Tape, legal pads

Art Supplies – crayons, 
paintbrushes, modeling 
clay, watercolors, colored 
pencils

Please bring the following 
items to the Front Desk 
before November 15:

Medical – Glucosamine 
HCL 1500mg, vitamins, 

anti-inflammatory medicines

A mission team of 12 from  
First Baptist Greenville will  
spend the Thanksgiving week  
(November 21-30) in Cuba and 
deliver these items. Please be in 
prayer for these as they prepare 
for their journey: Jim Dant, Anne 
Garner, Mason Garner, Brenda 
League, Chuck Major, Harriet 
Major, Rolyn Rollins, Gabriela 
Rueda, Camila Rueda Torres, 
Kathy Sharp, Mark Strange and 
Manuel Torres. 

— Laura

Lulapalooza

Christmas Characters
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Focus on Missions
NOVEMBER 1-15

http://allianceofbaptists.org/PCP/ministry_partners
http://allianceofbaptists.org/PCP/ministry_partners
http://www.cbf.net/missions/ogm/
http://www.cbf.net/missions/ogm/
https://cbfofsc.org/
https://cbfofsc.org/


With prayerful consideration for the future of FBC 
Greenville, the members of the Deacon Nominating 
Committee have proposed the following 16 church 
members to serve as the Deacon Class to begin their 
three-year term on January 1, 2016:

All of the nominees are excited to exercise their 
spiritual gifts and talents for God through their 
Deacon service. More information will be provided 
on each of these persons prior to the Church vote on 
November 15.

Many thanks to the Deacon Nominating Committee 
members (Jeanette Cothran, Greg Crowe, Susan 
Dodson, Pam Jones, Mike Kellett, Charles McDonald, 
Henry Watkins and Jamie Womack) for their time and 
diligence through this process.  

— Freda Lark, Chair

Deacon Nominating Committee Report C
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Gather at the Grave:  
On October 18, the congregation 
gathered at Springwood Cemetery 
for a brief memorial service for 
Lula Whilden. Jim Dant led us in 
song, Laura Stout led us in prayer, 
and Baxter Wynn offered the 
eulogy. The children laid flowers 
upon her gravestone, and it was a 
meaningful service to all.

Transformation Walk:  
On October 25, the congregation 
joined others in our community 
to both learn about and support 
those members of our community 
who are in need of a “hand up” 
to move their lives in a positive 
direction. 

— Laura

Lula Whilden 
Events

Carol Ann Bell

Molly Boehmer

Ralph Bouton

John Burwell

Don Caldwell

Ethel Childress

Bob Cloaninger

Emily Fayssoux

Leigh Joye

John Long

Ben Mullinax

Leslie Rodwell

Eldon Russ

Elizabeth (Betty) Stall

Jonathan Wright

Camp Wynn
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

November 2-8
Kyle Matthews
236-8587 (h)

November 9-15
Matt Rollins 
346-0971 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 11/2/15

Hospitals
Patewood Memorial: Dan Batson
St. Francis: Haley Histon
Returned Home: Haley Histon, 
Mary Sue Cleveland to McCall 
Hospice House

Sympathy to:
....Melanie Ruhlman in the death of 
her sister.
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For Your Calendar!
11/6 10:30am
 First Friday Lunch and More  
 (Fellowship Hall)
11/7 9:30am-1:00pm
 SEE: Praying with our Heart,  
 Soul, Mind and Body  
 (Labyrinth/Prayer Garden)
11/8 10:30am
 Family Dedication
 Jim Dant, proclaimer
 11:30am-2:00pm
 Children’s Ministries  
 Discipleship Classes for  
 4th and 5th Grades
 3:00pm
 College Prep: Admissions  
 and Applications (AYMC)
11/9 10:00am-5:00pm
 Roadrunners to  
 Forest City, NC
11/10 9:30am-3:00pm
 Holy Rollers to Wholesale  
 Grocery in Pelzer

Wednesday Supper 
Menu

Remember to make reservations 
by noon on Monday, online at our 
web site. If internet is a problem, 

contact the church office. 
Serving lines are open  

4:45-6:00pm

November 4
Margarita Stew, Yellow Rice, 
Mexican Salad, Cornbread

Kids: Meatballs, Tater Tots, Fruit, 
Cookies

November 11
Fried Chicken, Broccoli Casserole, 

Pineapple Casserole, Spinach 
Salad, Garlic Butter Biscuits

Kids: Fish Sticks, Buttered Corn, 
Sweet Potato Fries, Fruit, Cookies

Financial Needs as of 10/31
$1,901,933

Receipts as of 11/2
$1,747,880

Lula Whilden as of 11/2
$53,727

(Designated: $471 – Nepal; 
$9692 – SC Flood Relief)

LIVING GENEROUSLY Updated Deacons
We are updating the records 
for former Deacon chairs and 
secretaries with the year they 
served. If you served in one of 
those positions, please respond 
by Sunday, November 8, by 
clicking the following link to fill out 
a brief questionnaire: http://bit.
ly/207auMU. If you do not use a 
computer, please call the church 
reception desk and give that 
information. Thanks for your help. 
We will gather after worship on 
November 15 for a lunch gathering 
($15 per person, payable at the 
door).

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
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