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There are some national treasures 
I still have not seen. I have yet 
to visit Mt. Rushmore, Hawaii, 
Yellowstone, Yosemite or Niagara 
Falls, just to name a few. I have, 
however, visited Muir Woods, 
the Outer Banks, the Statue of 
Liberty, the Grand Canyon, the 
Okefenokee Swamp, the White 
House, the Bellagio (you know, 
one man’s trash is another man’s 
treasure), the Catfish Museum 
in Belzoni, Mississippi (yep, it 
exists), and of course, Downtown 
Greenville.

One other treasure I’ve been 
privileged to experience is the St. 
John’s Bible. It is the first hand-
scribed, illustrated Bible to be 
produced in over 500 years. The 
work was commissioned by St. 
John’s University in St. Joseph, 
Minnesota, and overseen by 
Donald Jackson, calligrapher to 
the Crown Office of the United 
Kingdom. His team of calligraphers 
and artists took over a decade 
to produce the 7 volume work of 

text and accompanying art. The 
original pages are kept in a vault at 
St. John’s but several beautifully 
bound and embossed Heritage 
Editions were produced (and may 
be purchased for the low, low 
price of $155,000!). One of these 
editions has been on loan to the 
Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Richmond (BTSR) for teaching and 
touring purposes. And…are you 
still with me…we’ve arranged for 
First Baptist Greenville to be one 
of the last stops on the tour.  

On Saturday morning, August 1, 
from 9:30-1:00, Dr. Tracy Hartman 
– Professor of Preaching and 
Christian Scriptures at BTSR – 
will lead us in a prayerful viewing 
of the St. John’s Bible. I’ve 
experienced her presentation. Her 
reading of the text, interpretation 
of the art, and explanation of 
its production is inspiring. Both 
the Bible and her teaching are 
treasures you will not want to 
miss. This ‘Retreat with the St. 
John’s Bible’ will cost $25 and will 
include continental breakfast and 
lunch. Call the church and make 
your reservation today…and bring 
a friend.

—Jim

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

July 13, 2015

Sunday, July 19, 2015
The Eighth Sunday after 

Pentecost
Baptism and Communion 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-14
Sermon: Getting in Front of God
Anthem: “Wherever God Guides”  

– MATTHEWS
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be 

simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM and 
92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary on 
July 12 were given by the Wright 

family of God and in loving memory 
of Jonathan’s mother, Eleanor 

Gwinn Wright.
The flowers in the Sanctuary on 

July 19 are given in loving memory 
of Blanche Owen Carpenter by  

her family. In celebration of her life 
and love, may we all remember 

Psalm 118:24: This is the day the 
Lord has made; let us be glad and 

rejoice in it.

Extended Session
Directors:  

Robert and Sarah Farrar
Twos: Darin Gehrke and 

Cherington Shucker 
Threes: Brian and Perry Behrens 
Fours: Derek and Renee Dunlap
Fives: Daniel and Julie Moniot

Pianist: Rhonda Bradey
Worship: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

Focus on Missions: School Tools
This initiative by the United Way of Greenville County recognizes the 
growing need in our community for the donation of school supplies to 
assist families unable to purchase supplies on their own. Choose Latest 
News at www.firstbaptistgreenville.com for more information.



Isn’t it fun to see God’s kingdom in action? During the week of  
June 22-25, thirty-three children grades 3-5 immersed themselves 
in God’s work in our community. Not only did they spend their days 
doing missions with four different organizations, they also learned 
scripture and posted reflections on all that they discovered in their 
missions scrapbooks. Mornings were spent learning about recycling 
and the valuable work of our SAVER Committee from Mrs. Pam 
Shucker, visiting Serenity Place and making blankets for the babies 
there, delivering for Loaves and Fishes, and touring the Greenville 
Literacy Association. In the afternoons, they had fun wading the creek 
at Paris Mountain State Park, 
playing at Frankie’s Fun Park, 
painting pottery at Color Clay 
Café, and cooling off at a pool 
party at Mrs. Doris Clanton’s 
house. What a great week! Look 
for news soon on Children’s 
Missions Week with our first and 
second graders!

—Becky

All church members are invited to 
suggest names for consideration 
as possible nominees to the 
Diaconate. The committee will 
examine the nominees with regard 
to the Scripture references found 
in the Rules of Church Order: John 
13:1-15 and the description by Paul 
in Romans 12:1-18.
The committee has agreed on 
additional selection criteria and 
gives notice of these here:
• Members of the Deacon 
Nominating Committee and their 
spouses, church staff or spouses 
of full-time (per Personnel Policies) 
church staff are ineligible for 
consideration as nominees.
• Nominees with several years of 
church membership and areas of 
service will be given preference.

• Nominees will be balanced in 
such a way that the diversity of the 
Diaconate will fairly represent the 
diversity of the congregation.
• Nominees should have consistent 
records of supporting the budget of 
the church.
Please submit your nominees, 
including their qualifications, to 
Jenna Manning (jenna.manning@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) by 
Sunday, July 19. The nomination 
can also be submitted by signed 
letter.
Members of the committee include: 
Jeanette Cothran, Greg Crowe 
(chair-elect), Susan Dodson, Pam 
Jones, Mike Kellett, Freda Lark 
(chair), Charles McDonald, Henry 
Watkins and Jamie Womack.

FBC Kids Dive into Summer 
Missions!

Deacon Nominating Committee 
Announcement

The Rules of Church Order 
Committee has been appointed 
and is working on changes to 
update the RCO to reflect our 
congregation’s current practices 
and to address recommended 
changes that are approved 
by the Diaconate. If you have 
any comments for the RCO 
Committee, please contact any 
member of the committee to share 
your concern or question. 

The RCO Committee members are 
Pat Booker-Christy, Duke McCall, 
Tony McDade, Laurin McDonald, 
Ben Mullinax and Bert Strange. 

Rules of Church 
Order Update
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Preschoolers began preparing for Christmas early 
this year. During the week of June 22-25 children 
from our 4 and 5 year old classes, led by Carol Ann 
Good, studied the Christmas story, and each child 
created a most unusual nativity. They began with 
wooden blocks which the children painted. They then 

glued fabric to the blocks to create baby Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph, 3 wise men, a shepherd, an angel and 3 
animals. No nativity would be complete without a star 
and theirs shine brightly with sequins and sparkles! 
The children also enjoyed spending time together and 
discovering areas of our church with special works 

of art like the Christmas 
window and the Noah’s Ark 
Mural.

—Juli

Art Experience for Preschoolers

Working with elementary aged children requires a 
lot of patience, and many of our youth questioned 
whether or not they possessed this quality. Brave 
faces were put on as we were all divided into groups 
to work with children in their rotations for the coming 
week. Some of the youth had the opportunity to 
work at Ebenezer Baptist, the historical home church 
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Here they were 
presented with the opportunity to witness at a place 
where social advocacy and the church intersected. 
With current events, our youth could be inspired to 
make positive changes in this community. At the 
other location, Park Avenue Baptist Church, the 
children were both gracious and rambunctious. 
They could hardly contain their excitement to get to 
know us. Our youth were granted the difficult task of 
making reading entertaining and being ringleaders 
to the many stragglers trying to escape the reading 
circles. The tales from this mission trip could fill 
the entire newsletter, and that goes to show the 

many memories made during our week of missions. 
The youth were able to form relationships with the 
children at both locations and find God through the 
smiles, the tantrums and the patience required to 
handle it all.  

—Mary Carol

Middle School and High School Mission Trip
PASSPORT MISSIONBASE, ATLANTA, GA YO
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

July 13-19
Kendra Plating

828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

July 20-26
Jim Dant

478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

 Care List
 as of 7/13/15

Hospitals
Memorial: Anne Brady
St. Francis: Gene Morin
Returned Home: Anne Langford 
Drake, Chris Bowden, Pat 
Stephens, Rusty Browning

Sympathy to:
…the family of Owen Cardell.
…the family of Pat Brock.

7/20-25
 Unidiversity Youth Camp          
  Knoxville, TN
7/26 9:15am
 7 Vocations of Christ Joint  
  Sunday School  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am
 The Ninth Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Family Dedication
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 12:45pm
 Youth Bring Your Own  
  Lunch and Movie  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
 4:30pm
 Just Faith Open Lesson  
 (D-103)
7/27-30
 Vacation Bible School
7/29 Noon
 Youth Lunch Club (Frodo’s) Vol. LVI  July 13, 2015  No. 26

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 7/10

$1,194,237

Receipts as of 7/10
$1,113,364

For Your Calendar!
7/14-17
 Camp Prism for Grades 3-5
7/15 9:00am
 Youth Mission Possible        
  (Annie’s House)
 10:00am
 Roadrunners to Earl   
  Scruggs Center  
  (Shelby, NC)
 Noon
 Joint Youth Lunch Club -  
  FBG Staff Potluck
7/19 9:15am
 7 Vocations of Christ Joint  
  Sunday School  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am
 The Eighth Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Baptism and Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Kyle Matthews, Soloist

On the Road with the 
Roadrunners

Strawberry Hill U.S.A.  
- Gaffney, SC

Roadrunners will travel to Gaffney, 
SC, to visit Strawberry Hill U.S.A. 
on Monday, August 3. Members 
will gather at the bus prior to the 
10:30 a.m. departure time. They 
will eat lunch at the Café (pay 
your own) and have time to shop 
for fresh produce. The cost of 
this  bus trip is $3. Contact Sylvia 
Clyborne at 370-2522 ext. 137 to 
reserve your space for this fun trip!

SAVE THE DATE
The Senior Adult Banquet is 

scheduled for  
Friday, September 4.  

You don’t want to miss it!


