
8 4 7  C L E V E L A N D  S T R E E T,  G R E E N V I L L E ,  S C  2 9 6 0 1   8 6 4 - 2 3 3 - 2 5 2 7

News
We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         May 11, 2015
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This past Sunday, 
the vast majority of 
our congregation 
stood to affirm 
the consensus 

statement that had been shaped 
by the discernment process and 
affirmed by the Diaconate. Others 
in our congregation stood because 
they did not feel they could affirm 
the statement. Even when we 
disagree, we stand together.

I’ve never known a married 
couple, business partners or even 
the best of friends who agreed 
upon everything. In our work life, 
home life and social life, we live 
and work and play and enjoy 
relationships with people who 
differ from us. Why should the 
church be any different? Why, in 
many churches, do our doctrinal 
differences become severe lines 
of demarcation? I’m glad that’s not 
so at First Baptist Greenville. We 
acknowledge our diversity, and 
we refuse to discriminate. That is 
a true witness to the world of the 
power and breadth of the gospel. 
They will know we are Christians 
– not by our adherence to a 
particular set of doctrinal beliefs 
– but by the love we have for one 
another. We love each other.

Moving forward, be accurate 
in your sharing of the consensus 

Summer School
Do you feel that 

you have the church’s 
blessing to “do your 
thing”? We don’t say 
it often enough, but 
we ministers know 
that our job is not to turn you 
into clergy but to bless you to do 
what you love and are gifted and 
called to do. The role of the church 
is not to tug you in yet another 
different direction but to help you 
become one person whose many 
commitments all fall under your 
over-arching commitment to God. 
Our “spiritual lives” and our “real 
lives” should be one and the same 
thing so that each of us ministers 
outside the church through 
whatever we do during the week. 

To that end, we’re devoting 
the Sunday School hour this 
summer to learning about the 
“Seven Vocations of Jesus” and 
discovering which particular 
ministry most closely fits your own 
sense of calling. You may discover 
that you have more in common 
with Jesus than you thought, 
and you will have the chance to 
talk with people who share your 
vocation about what it means to 
be a Christian in your respective 
field. It will be a fresh way to “be 
church” by learning to see our 
jobs as ministries, and it will be an 
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Missions Dollars at Work

The membership of First Baptist 
Greenville supports missions 
both individually and as a church 
family. As a church family, gifts to 
the Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering as well as disbursements 
from the Foundation help those 
working in the field. One of those 
supported by both of these is CBF 
Field Personnel Missy Ward who 
received support in both 2013 
and 2014. In a recent email, she 
shares:

Dear friends,
       I hope and pray that you 
and your families are doing well!  
It’s hard to believe that I moved 
to Uganda full time just two 
years ago. What an incredible 
two years it has been! I’m 
so grateful for your partnership 
through financial support and 
prayers over the last few years! 
God has used your partnership 
in incredible ways to restore 

continued on page 3



    

2015 Budget Goal: $2,300,000 

Needs as of May 9: 
$796,158

Receipts as of May 11: 
$804,173

Remember that contributions 
using your debit or credit card 
through Engage First at the church 
website are accepted.

Transportation Ministry

Sunday, May 17, 2015
Ascension of the Lord Sunday
Youth Sunday
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimers: Jim Dant, Cheyenne Dunn, Haley Histon

Scripture: John 17:6-19

Anthems: “Prayer for Guidance” – Pote 
            “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee with Asifiwe Bwana” – arr. Goeller  
            “Santo” – Burrows

Soloists: Emily and Kyle Matthews

The service choir for Sunday’s worship is the Youth Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The flowers in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday, 
May 17, are given 
by Keeter Horton in 
loving memory of her 
husband, Sonny Horton, and her 
children, Helen Horton Hunt and 
Charlie Horton.

The flowers in the Narthex on 
Sunday, May 17, are given by Jim 
and Carol Ann Anderson in honor 
of Youth Ministry team members 
Don Flowers, David Woody, Amy 
Bingham, Shirley Young, Frank 
Smith, Gina Brock, Anne Garner 
and Mittie Taylor for the care and 
guidance they gave their daughter, 
Mary Carol, and in recognition of 
our church family who loved and 
supported her during her childhood 
and youth.

Sanctuary Flowers

Missions 
Offering 
$8,020
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Please place donated items 
in the collection containers.

Living Generously @ FBG

Focus on 

Missions:

A Green Tip from SAVER

 On April 7, the 
Wisconsin Board of 
Commissioners of Public 
Lands voted 2-1 to ban staff 
members from work related to 
climate change, (Bloomberg).  This 
Board is responsible for managing 
the state’s trust funds for financing 
and administering 5,600 acres of 
state land.

Through Ministry 
to Families, the 
Transportation 
Committee offers 
rides for members 
to and from medical appointments.  
Requests made a week in advance 
will be helpful.  Those in need of 
this service may call Mary Bolt 
(288-1285) or 
Gwen Kennedy (288-6972).

Academic Scholarships
First Baptist Greenville offers 

scholarships for those with 
financial need. Applications are 
due May 15. Contact Kendall 
Parks at kendall.parks@
firstbaptistgreenville.com for an 
application.

Unidiversity
Sign up by May 17 at 

http://goo.gl/forms/xgY3O4Nrse

                              During the 
                         month of May, 
                          we will be 
                               collecting 

individually wrapped        breakfast 
snacks for MissionBASE: Atlanta.   
It is an immersive mission 
expedition sponsored by CBF’s 
Passport Camp. This summer, 
FBG’s Youth Family will spend a 
week taking part in its programs. 
Each day our youth will spend 
six hours working with children 
and families though literacy and 
academic readiness programs. 
They will also be preparing and 
providing meals to the families. 
This opportunity will allow them to 
hear about the history and culture 
of an urban community. They will 
also be able to reflect on their 
own experiences encountering 
new people, new ideas and new 
understandings of the world.

• Cereal bars
• Granola bars
• Fruit bars
• Dried Fruit packs
• Muffin packs

Deadlines Near



Another May Birthday

Articles for the newsletter must 
be submitted by the Wednesday 
prior to publication for inclusion. 
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.clyborne@
firstbaptistgreenville.com to make reservations for any trip with 

Roadrunners or Holy Rollers. 

Holy Rollers
May 12

Duke Power World of Energy
Oconee Nuclear Station

Tour and Picnic
Depart Enoree: 9:00 a.m.

Lunch: bring your own sandwich
Forks, plates, drinks, cups, 

napkins, chips, pickles and dessert 
will be provided.

Roadrunners
May 19

Tommy’s Ham House and 
Heritage Green Art Gallery
Depart Church: 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $6.50 (bus and tour)

Lunch: Pay your own

The Senior Adult Committee is 
sponsoring a voluntary registration 
of FBG members who are 50 and 
above. Our committee 

would like 
to create a 
contact list 
so that all 
senior adults 
could receive 
notifications 

and reminders 
of senior adult events more easily. 
Please sign up in your Sunday 
School class or at the church front 
desk. You may also register with 
Sylvia Clyborne by phone at 
233-2527, ext. 137 or 
e-mail at sylvia.clyborne@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Are You Connected?

Call for Chaperones
The Youth Ministry is in need of 

chaperones for upcoming summer 
trips. Any congregant who has 
completed Protecting our Children 
or could complete it before the 
scheduled trip is welcome. The 
dates for the trips are listed below.

If you are a teacher or have 
been a teacher, you are especially 
invited to attend the Youth Mission 
Trip to Atlanta where youth will 
work with young children’s literacy 
and academic readiness programs. 

Transportation is needed, also. 
If you are willing to drive a mini-bus 
or if you have your CDL and can 
drive the big bus, this is critical for 
our summer trips. 

In interested in accompanying 
our youth on any of their tripts, 
e-mail Kendall Parks (kendall.
parks@firstbaptistgreenville.com).
Even if you can’t attend the entire 
week, let us know what days you 
would be available. Thank you for 
your support of our youth and their 
spiritual growth.

Youth Mission Trip 
(MS and HS Combined)

Passport Camps, Atlanta, GA
Sunday, June 21-Friday, June 26

Unidiversity Youth Camp 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Monday, July 20-Saturday, July 25

Newsletter Deadlines

May 17 
Anne Crabtree      

1103 Trailhead Ct.
Greenville, SC  29617

MATTHEWS           continued from page 1

opportunity to bless one another 
to “do your thing” as an offering to 
God.  Please plan to join us!

The “Seven Vocations of Jesus”  
will run at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays, 
June 7 through August 9, in the 
Fellowship Hall but will not meet 
July 5 or July 12.

– Kyle Matthews

MISSIONS               continued from page 1

and transform the lives of 
refugee women, girls and 
families in our community 
through the women’s ministry 
programs!

To read more about the work 
that Missy Ward is doing in 
Uganda, visit: http://bit.ly/1EtBgBS.

Missy recently sent a note and 
a gift, pictured below, thanking the 
First Baptist Greenville community 
for helping in the ongoing work in 
Uganda. This bowl was handmade 
in Uganda and 
serves as both 
a gift of thanks 
and a reminder 
of the work 
that remains 
to be done. 
Jesus told us 
that the poor 
would always 
be with us. These refugee women 
and girls come poor in material 
things as well as spiritual things. 
This ministry is hard at work to 
restore hope to these hurting 
women. As you continue to give to 
the Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering, remember Missy Ward 
and the refugees she empowers in 
Uganda.
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

May 11-17
Kyle Matthews 236-8587

370-2522 ext. 199

May 18-24
Matt Rollins 346-0971 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Please honor 
our  

handicapped 
and green 

vehicle 
parking spaces.

Fill the Shelves 
at United Ministries.

Bring Non-perishable Items 
to Place in the Bins.

In the Hospital: 

Memorial:  
Millie Smith

North Greenville:  
Basil Manly

St. Francis:  
Earline Shabkie

Catherine Sumerel

Sympathy to:
...Neel Hipp and family in the death 

of his mother.

Care List as of 
5/11/2015

Adele and Michael Freeman, 5140 Sabrina Court, 
Greenville, SC 29615, joined the church on April 19 
by previous profession of faith and baptism. Adele 
and Michael are both self-employed.

Extended Session: May 17

Georgiana and Pat Gray  (Directors)
JR Christy and Ann Godfrey  (Twos)
Beau and Laura Harling    (Threes)
Brandt and Clay Gilbert        (Fours)
Camp and Leah Wynn         (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Rhonda Bradey                   (Pianist)
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Looking Ahead...

DANT                       continued from page 1

statement. We made no 
decision regarding the issue 
of homosexuality – members 
hold different convictions. We 
did make a statement on what 
it means to be church – diverse 
and respectful of God’s unique 
work in the life of every member, 
regardless of sexual orientation 
or gender identity. And be gentle. 
The intensity of these discussions, 
the vulnerability offered by every 
member and the fears set aside 
for the sake of fellowship have 
left tender spots. Be kind to one 
another…  See you Sunday.  

– Jim


