
8 4 7  C L E V E L A N D  S T R E E T,  G R E E N V I L L E ,  S C  2 9 6 0 1   8 6 4 - 2 3 3 - 2 5 2 7

News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         November 10, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee

“Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of 
one’s weakness. It is better in prayer to have a heart without words than 
words without a heart.”                              – Mahatma Gandhi, 20th century
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Now

  Two Dates -Two Locations

6:30 PM
Sunday
Nov. 2nd

Nov. 23rd

St. Giles Presbyterian
1021 Hudson Road * GVL

First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland St * GVL

Discernment Sessions 
Continue

Everyone, whether you 
attended one of the previous 
sessions or not, is encouraged 
to attend each of the remaining 
sessions November 16 and 23, in 
the Fellowship Hall. Each week 
begins with a time of fellowship 
at 3:45 p.m. with the speakers 
beginning their brief presentations 
at 4:00 p.m. These are followed 
by structured opportunities to 
share and discern together. Please 
make arrangements to attend – 
your participation is crucial to this 
process. Child care for children 
through 5th grade will be provided 
by reservation. Make your 
childcare reservation by sending 
an e-mail to carol.christy@
firstbaptistgreenville.com by the 
Wednesday preceding the session 
you plan to attend.

 

I SAT…in the 
barber’s (I’m not 
even sure what 
to call her. Is it 
barber? Stylist? 

Cosmetologist? Beautician? Artist 
Formerly Known as Barber?) 
chair this past Thursday for my 
regular hair cut. She draped me in 
the obligatory cape, stared at my 
reflection in the mirror and asked, 
“Is it a ‘number-five-rounded-on-
the-back-and-shaped-around-
the-ears-cut’ again?” I happily 
responded, “That sounds good 
to me.” She snapped the yellow 
#5 guard onto her clippers and 
began buzzing away. Then…
then the questions began. “Have 
you ever thought about growing 
your hair out a little? Did you 
know your hair would be really 
full and have a nice wave to it 
if it was longer? Have you ever 
thought about coloring your hair?” 
A steady barrage of questions 
from a beautician can rattle even 
the most secure of humans. At 
this point, I stared at her reflection 
in the mirror and asked, “Is there 
something wrong with my hair?” 
“No,” she nonchalantly responded. 
“I just thought you might want to try 
something a little different.”

I WALKED…along our Heritage 
Hallway this past Friday for the 

continued on page 4

November 16
Glen Clayton

“Significant 
Decisions in our Church’s History”

November 23
Baxter Wynn and Matt Rollins, 

“Pastoral Care, Our Church’s 
Covenant and Mission Statement” 

November 23 Concert:
Be Here Now



    

2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 11/6/2014  
$1,686,227

Sunday, November 16, 2014
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Service of Baptism: Caroline and Wells Shelley
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Anthems: “Make a Joyful Noise” – EDWARDS
      “Agnus Dei” – SMITH

The service choir for this Sunday is the Youth Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The flowers 
in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, 
November 16, are 
given by the family 
of Robert Wilson 
in loving memory 
and thanksgiving 
for his life.

Sanctuary Flowers

Did you know 
you can support the 
Nicholtown/FBC 
community when you 
shop at Amazon? 
Amazon will donate 
0.5% of all your purchases to a 
charity of your choice at no cost 
to you – and your chosen charity 
can be our own Sustaining Way! 
Just click on this link, type in 
“Sustaining Way” and hit “Select.” 
http://smile.amazon.com/

A Green Tip from SAVER

Giving as of 11/6/2014  
$68,395S
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Missions: Focus on Remember to make 
your reservations by 
noon on Monday!
Serving lines are open 
4:45-6:15 p.m.

November 12
Adults:
Chicken Divan, Jasmine Rice, 
Butter Basil Carrots, Spring Salad,
Yeast Rolls, Fruit and Dessert

Kids: 
Grilled Chicken, Sweet Potato Tots,
Fresh Veggie Sticks, Fruit and 
Cookies

November 19
Adults:
Holiday Meal: Stuffed Pork Loin, 
Sweet Potato Casserole, Green 
Bean Casserole, Baked Apples, 
Salad, Rolls and Dessert

Kids: 
Grilled Chicken, Baked Potato Bar, 
Fruit and Cookies

What’s in the Pot?

to surprise us with gifts, we are 
excited to show our love to the 
children in our partner church and 
in other Cuban communities by 
surprising them with gifts. Please 
place the following items in the 
purple collection bins around 
the church. Members of the Lula 
Whilden Circle will assemble the 
goody bags on November 18, 
and we will send them home with 
Pastor Javier Perez when he 
returns from Greenville to Cuba in 
early December.

Please place the following items 
in the collection containers:

sunglasses
jewelry
hair accessories
playing cards
matchbox cars
small balls 
hacky sacks
jump ropes
8-count crayon packs
fun socks for warm weather
candy that won’t melt

¡Feliz Navidad!
November 1-16, 

we will collect 
items for Christmas 
goody bags for 
our friends in 
Cuba! Just as our 
Cuban friends love 

small notepads 
pens 
solar calculators
harmonicas   
kazoos
chapstick
stickers



Church Conference

Eric Coleman has been a 
member of FBC since December 
2012. He leads the Allelon Sunday 
School Class and currently serves 
on the Spiritual Engagement, 
SAVER, Sustaining Way, and 
Neighborhood Partnership 
Committees and sings in the 
Sanctuary Choir. Eric is minister 
of worship and education at 
Emmanuel UCC.

Carrie Cruce has been a 
member of FBC since 2012 and 
is in the Koinonia Sunday School 
Class. She currently serves 
as chair of the Missions and 
Affiliations Committee. Carrie and 
her husband, Jonathan, have two 
children: Sawyer (7) and Cooper 
(9). Carrie is a speech-language 
pathologist at Washington Center 
for Greenville County Schools.

Ryan Dennis has been a 
member of FBC since 2007 and is 
in The Link Sunday School Class. 
She currently serves on the LGBT 
Discernment Team. Ryan and her 

husband, Jason, have a daughter, 
Blake (7), and a son, Walker (4). 
Ryan works with Jason at the Tire 
Exchange of the Carolina’s as 
controller.

Eleanor Dunlap has been a 
member of FBC Greenville since 
1978. She is a Sunday School 
teacher for high school youth and 
currently serves on the Youth 
Committee. Eleanor and her 
husband, Billy, have two children, 
Jordan (17) and Emily (13). She 
is employed by the Graham 
Foundation.

Brad Easterling has been a 
member of FBC since 2006 and 
is in The Link Sunday School 
Class. He serves on the Activities 
Committee and as a Greeter. 
Brad and his wife, Elizabeth Anne, 
have two children, Catharine and 
Edward. He is a partner in the 
law firm of McAngus Goudelock 
& Courie, practicing workers’ 
compensation insurance defense.

Charmaine Fuller has been a 
member of FBC Greenville since 
2011. She is a member of the 
Koinonia Sunday School Class. 
Charmaine currently serves on 
the Children’s Committee, teaches 
First Grade Sunday School and 
assists with the Melody Choir (2nd-
3rd grades). She and her husband, 
Mike, have two children, Connor (11)
and Kate (7). Charmaine is a 
marketing professional with over 
16 years of experience. She is 
employed at Infinity Marketing, 
Inc., a full-service integrated media 
solutions agency.

Carol Ann Good is a member 
of the Blue Heaven Sunday 
School Class and serves on the 
Kindergarten Committee. She 
has previously served on the 
Media Center and Healthcare 
Advocacy Committees. She and 
her husband, Paul, have three 
children: Beau, Ann-Grayson 
and Arabella. Carol Ann is an art 
teacher at Taylors Elementary and 
Fountain Inn Elementary Schools. 

John Harris has been a 
member of FBC since 2000 and 
is a Sunday School teacher in the 
Youth Ministry. He currently serves 
on the Personnel Committee and 
the LGBT Discernment Team 
and sings in the Sanctuary Choir. 
Previously, John served on the 
Missions, Scholarship, Media 
Center, Basketball and FBCK 
Director Search Committees; the 
Diaconate (2 previous terms); the 
Long-range Planning Forum; and 
the Going Forward Coordination 
Team. He and his wife, Priscilla, 
have two children, Sophie and Will. 
John is a professor of mathematics 
at Furman University.

Introductions to the remaining 
nominees (Tony McDade, Charles 
McDonald III, Mary Pyett, Marie 
Richards, Brian Shelley, Judy 
Tollison, Jerry Wylie, Elizabeth 
Union) will be included in next 
week’s newsletter.

Meet the Deacon Nominees

During worship on Sunday, 
November 23, the church will 
elect deacons and vote on 
both the operating budget and 
the Committee on Committees 
recommendation. Last week’s 
edition of the News contained 
pictures of the sixteen nominees 
chosen by the Deacon Nominating 
Committee. Brief biographical 
information on eight of the 
nominees will be included in 
this week’s edition with the 
remaining eight appearing in 
next week’s newsletter. In an 
effort to be good stewards of our 
resources, documents related to 
the conference will be projected 
in the Sanctuary. If a hard copy of 
these items is preferred, copies 
will be available at the Reception 
Desk and on the church website 
beginning Monday, November 17.

Tip Off of a New Partnership

First Baptist AYMC has entered 
into a partnership with Greenville 
Technical College to be the 
practice facility and home gym for 
their new intercollegiate sports 
teams. Pictured here is the tip off 
of the very first game played. Plans 
are for volleyball and soccer in the 
future. We are excited and happy 
that Greenville Tech can call First 
Baptist home.

The Susie Lee 
Bagwell Circle will 
meet Tuesday, 
November 18, at 
10:00 a.m., in the home of Bunny 
Chastain, 1624 Parkins Mill Road.

Circle to Meet
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

November 10-16
Frank Smith 268-3890 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

November 17-23
Baxter Wynn  288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Extended Session: November 16

Georgiana and Pat Gray               
                                         (Directors)
Marie and Steven Carpenter (Twos)
Anna and Logan Green      (Threes)
Jon and Julie Good              (Fours)
Chris and Jennifer Powell    (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Rhonda Bradey                (Pianist)

In the Hospital:

Roger Peace:     Oscar Funderburk

Sympathy to:

...Anne and Paula Cargill 
in the death of their nephew.

...Darlene Coogler and family 
in the death of her grandmother.

Care List as of 
11/10/2014

Christmas Poinsettias
During Advent, the Flower Guild will place poinsettias in the Sanctuary. 

Church members may purchase these plants at $15.00 each. The poinsettias 
may be given in memory of a loved one or in honor of a living person. A list of 
all memorials and honor gifts will be published in the News as these donations 
are received and in the Candlelight Service order. If you are interested in 
providing a poinsettia, mail the form below to Kimberly Coates, c/o First 
Baptist Church, 847 Cleveland Street, Greenville, SC, 29601. All orders 
and checks (payable to First Baptist Church) must be received by Tuesday, 
December 2.

I WILL PROVIDE A CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA

Name _________________________________________________

Phone_______________ E-mail_____________________________

I will give ________ poinsettia(s) at $15 each.

In honor of _____________________________________________

In memory of ___________________________________________

I will pick up my poinsettia immediately following the worship 
service on Christmas Eve, December 24. _____ yes _____ no

close.) I could spend the next 
several years growing dreadlocks. 
Mohawks and faux hawks are 
absent on the timeline. I don’t 
think I’d look bad in a ponytail. 
But after careful consideration…
about two minutes worth…I made 
a decision…

I SIMPLY…want to be 
remembered for how we lived 
and worked together to make 
FBCG a vibrant fellowship that 
vividly expresses God’s kingdom 
hopes for this world. So I guess 
I’m sticking with the ‘number-five-
rounded-on-the-back-and-shaped-
around-the-ears-cut.’ But the 
ponytail is awfully tempting…

– Jim

DANT                       continued from page 1
express purpose of examining the 
coiffures. Some of your former 
pastors had very little hair; others 
had plenty. Most of them had facial 
hair – mustaches or beards. For 
those who didn’t, one or two had 
enough for all of us!  

I SAT…in the office and 
pondered my future picture. Do I 
really want to look as conventional 
as most of the pastors in the latter 
century? Or do I want to stylistically 
set myself apart? No one on the 
hallway has an afro. (A few come 

Lula Whilden Continues

Keep in mind that although 
the Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering 
emphasis has 
concluded, the 
need has not. 
Gifts to Lula make wonderful gifts 
to others. To view the Lula Whilden 
video, visit http://bit.ly/1wLunLA.


