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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         October 27, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee
“I do not understand the mystery of grace – only that it meets us where we 
are and does not leave us where it found us.”                                                                                       
                                                                     – Anne Lamott, 21st Century

Rustlings...

Lula Whilden 
World Missions Offering
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THE SONG...
is a bit schmaltzy, 
but the words are 
familiar to most of 
us.

The more we get together, 
together, together.

The more we get together, 
the happier we’ll be.

‘Cause your friends are my friends,
And my friends are your friends.

The more we get together, 
the happier we’ll be.

THE SONG...is a bit schmaltzy, 
but the theology isn’t bad. It’s the 
same idea the writer of the book 
of Hebrews expounds when he 
encourages us to ‘...forsake not the 
assembling of ourselves together...’ 
Both the songwriter and the writer 
of scripture know that there is 
something healthy, encouraging 
and nourishing about gathering.

THE NOVEMBER CALENDAR...
offers us numerous opportunities 
to get together as the faith 
family at First Baptist Church 
Greenville. On Sunday mornings, 
a new Sunday School class is 
forming (watch The News for 
details) and many established 
classes will be gathering for 
fellowship and study. During 
morning worship, we will focus 
our attention on the generosity 

October has been a wonderful 
month celebrating the life and 
legacy of Lula Whilden. Her 
selfless devotion to the mission 
field is an extraordinary example of 

what it means to 
be serving “the 
least of these” 
and why her 
work perfectly 
symbolizes what 
First Baptist 

Greenville strives to accomplish 
both at home and abroad.

Nearly 150 attendees were 
challenged and inspired by 
Dr. Suzii Paynter, executive 

First Baptist Greenville will 
partner with Nicholtown Missionary 
Baptist Church to host a Trunk or 
Treat event in the parking lot of 
the Phillis Wheatley Center this 
Wednesday, October 29. The 
event replaces all Wednesdays at 
First activities with the exception 
of Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – no 
supper, children’s activities or 
MidWeek Fellowship will occur.

Participants are invited to arrive 
at the Phillis Wheatley Center  
4:30-5:00 p.m. to set up trunks. 
The Trunk or Treat event will be 
open 5:00-6:45 p.m. 

Make every effort to participate 
in the Neighborhood Partnership 
event. If not available to set up 
your trunk this time, donations of 
candy are also welcomed. If there 
are any questions or you wish to 
participate, contact Frank Smith at 
370-2522 ext. 125 or frank.smith@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

A trip to visit our partner church 
in Cuba over Spring Break of 2015, 
dates to fall between March 27
and April 6, has been planned. 
For more information or if you 
are interested in 
joining this team, 
please contact Anne 
Garner at 346-0112 
or anne.garner@att.
net by October 31.

Vamanos! Pack Your Bags!!

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 10/23/2014  
$1,546,912

Sunday, November 2, 2014
All Saints Sunday
Communion
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Revelation 7:9-17
Sermon: Portrait of a Saint
Anthem: “Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal” – PARKER/SHAW
    “Set Me as a Seal” – CLAUSEN

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The flowers in the Narthex on 
Sunday, October 26, were given 
in memory of Ann Sharp by her 
family.

The flowers 
in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, 
November 2,
are given in loving 
memory of Mr. 
L.L. Shealy by his 
family.

The flowers 
on the gate of the Remembrance 
Garden are given by the church 
to remember the lives of those in 
our fellowship who have gone on 
before us.

Sanctuary Flowers

WHAT TO COMPOST: 
grass/plant clippings, 
weeds – except 
invasive ones, 
leaves, kitchen waste 
(vegetative is always safe), wood 
chips/sawdust (untreated)
DO NOT COMPOST: pet wastes, 
meat or bones, chemically treated 
wood, invasive weeds which 
can withstand composting (ivy, 
kudzu,..)

A Green Tip from SAVER

Giving as of 10/23/2014  
$33,244S
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Missions: Focus on

Remember to make 
your reservations by 
noon on Monday!
Serving lines are open 4:45-6:15 p.m.

October 29
No Wednesday Supper

Trunk or Treat at Phillis Wheatley Center

November 5
Adults:

• New England Clam Chowder 
• Vegetable Beef Soup
• Grilled Cheese
• Salad
• Dessert

Kids: 
• Grilled Cheese
• Chicken Noodle Soup
• Fruit
• Cookie

What’s in the Pot?

of Greenville. The church, which 
depends on the generosity of 64 
partner churches, provides hot 
meals, groceries, laundry services, 
access to drug treatment, mental 
health counseling, parish nursing, 
computer, training, employment 
counseling and some housing. 
But primarily it is a welcoming 
community that uses worship, 
gardening, art, music and 
volunteerism to include those who 
have been marginalized. All these 
requested items may be placed 
in containers located throughout 
the church. For further information 
please contact Deb Richardson-
Moore at 233-3402 or at deb@
triunemercy.org.

Please place the following items 
in the collection containers:

• WARM blankets (no quilts 
or throws)

• Stocking hats
• Gloves

Triune Mercy Center

These are priority items.

Triune Mercy 
Center is a 
mission church 
that serves 
alongside the 
homeless and 
impoverished 

Kyle 
Matthews

bene� t 
concerts

Be
Here
Now

  Two Dates -Two Locations

6:30 PM
Sunday
Nov. 2nd

Nov. 23rd

St. Giles Presbyterian
1021 Hudson Road * GVL

First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland St * GVL

Set clocks back 
one hour on Saturday!

mailto:deb@triunemercy.org
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coordinator of the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship and Paula 
Clayton Dempsey, director of 
partnership relations for the 
Alliance of Baptists at this year’s 
Lula Whilden Luncheon. Attendees 
were also reminded of the need 
right here in South Carolina from 
Jay Kieve, coordinator of CBFSC, 
and our own Laura Stout. Almost 
$700 was collected on Children’s 
Sabbath from your pocket change 
as you exited the door and 59 card 
sharks donated $5900 in our first 
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of God and our response to that 
holy, immeasurable generosity. 
On Sunday afternoons, we will 
gather for a ‘family chat.’ (We 
did this often in our home when 
there was a decision that needed 
to be made, a crisis that needed 
to be overcome or a joy that 
needed to be celebrated.) We 
will be discussing our church’s 
relationship to our LGBT (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) 
brothers and sisters. It will be a 
time to ponder what God is doing 
in our individual lives and how 
God is working in our church. Add 
to these meetings all the other 
meetings on our church calendar 
and it’s obvious we love to spend 
time together.

THE SONG...may be a bit 
schmaltzy, but we’re banking on 
the fact it’s true... 

The more we get together, 
together, together.

The more we get together, 
the happier we’ll be.

‘Cause your friends are my friends,
And my friends are your friends.

The more we get together, 
the happier we’ll be.

THE PEOPLE...of First Baptist 
Church Greenville will be gathered 
on numerous occasions during the 
month of November. I hope to see 
you there each time...

– Jim

“Lulapalooza” Texas Hold ‘Em 
Tournament.

These events and other 
activities were an important part 
of our missions emphasis and 
praise as we remember Lula 
Whilden and all of the missionaries 
she represents, but we aren’t 
finished yet. Our children have 
their Lula Whilden banks which 
will be returned during Sunday 
morning worship on December 14. 
They set a tremendous example 
for everyone in 2013 with this 
special offering. Please show 
them your support by being a 
part of this service and by your 
own donation to the Lula Whilden 
World Mission’s Offering which 
will continue through the end of 
the year. Envelopes can be found 
in pew racks and in envelope 

LGBT Discernment Sessions
Our LGBT Discernment 

Sessions begin this Sunday, 
November 2, and will continue 
for the following three Sundays 
(November 9, 16, 23). Each 
week will begin with a time of 
fellowship at 3:45 p.m. Each 
session will begin at 4:00 p.m., last 
approximately 60 minutes and take 
place in the Fellowship Hall. The 
sessions will begin with speakers 
who will give brief presentations on 
particular topics (see list), followed 
by structured opportunities to 
share and discern together. 
Please make arrangements to 
attend – your participation is 
crucial to this process. Child care 

for children through 5th grade will 
be provided by reservation. Make 
your childcare reservation by 
sending an e-mail to carol.christy@
firstbaptistgreenville.com by the 
Wednesday preceding the session 
you plan to attend.

 

November 2
Jim Dant 

“The Discernment Difference”

November 9
Mary Foskett, Professor of 

Religion, Wake Forest University, 
“What the Bible Says”

November 16
Glen Clayton

“Significant 
Decisions in our 

Church’s History”

November 23
Baxter Wynn 

and Matt Rollins, 
“Pastoral Care, Our 
Church’s Covenant 

and Mission 
Statement” 

packets, and donations can be 
made online through the church’s 
website. The offering is shared 
among three recipients – the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
receives 85%; the Bridges of Hope 
Offering of the Alliance of Baptists 
receives 10%; and the Beverly 
Greer Offering for State Missions 
of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of South Carolina 
receives 5%. As 2014 has certainly 
been a year full of change and 
excitement, reaching our goal of 
$100,000 for Lula Whilden would 
be an incredible way to finish our 
celebration. 

Thank you to everyone from your 
Lula Whilden Task Force: Elaine 
Barnhill, Jeanette Cothran, Peggy 
Good, Beverly Greer, Louise Stanford, 
Laura Stout and Jamie Womack.
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mailto:carol.christy@firstbaptistgreenville.com


T
he N

ew
s 

 
 

                 (U
SPS N

o. 597060) is published w
eekly January thru D

ecem
ber (except 

one w
eek in July and D

ecem
ber) by First B

aptist C
hurch, 847 C

leveland Street, G
reenville, SC

 29601. Periodicals postage 
paid at G

reenville, SC
 29602. PO

STM
A

STER
: Send address changes to TH

E N
EW

S,  847 C
leveland Street G

reenville, 
SC

 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527). K
im

berly C
oates, Editor. 

Vol. LV  October 27, 2014  No. 42

PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

October 27-November 2
Kyle Matthews 236-8587 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

November 3-9
Matt Rollins 346-0971 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
The Transportation Committee, 

a part of Ministry to Families, offers 
rides for members to and from medical 
appointments. Requests made several 
days in advance will be appreciated. 
Those interested in this service may 
call Dorothy Dill at 268-3284. 

Items for the newsletter need to 
be submitted by Wednesday of the 
week preceding publication. Send 
all requests to kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Extended Session: November 2

Anna and Thomas Woodham               
                                         (Directors)
J.R. Christy and Ann Godfrey
                                              (Twos)
Carrie and Herbert Rieder  (Threes)
Jason and Ryan Dennis       (Fours)
Bryan and Perry Behrens    (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Melanie Ruhlman             (Pianist)

In the Hospital:

Memorial:      Camila Rueda-Torres

Agape Hospice House (Columbia): 
Ann Wade

Returned Home:
Jack Dennis, Don Thompson

Sympathy to:

...the family of Ann Sharp.

...the family of Gerry Bremner.

...Tom and Nancy Kirby in the 
death of their brother-in-law and 

Joel Kirby in the death of his uncle.

...Wes and Eleanor Bean in the 
death of their son.

Care List as of 
10/27/2014

First Friday Lunch and More

 November 7
10:30 a.m.

Bingo 

Rummikub 

Book Review by Betty Morin: 
Hiking the Appalachian Trail 

by Paul Stutzman  

11:15 a.m.
Program by 

Major Donald L. Arthur
U.S. Army

and
Susie Rosemond

Cost - $5.00.

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

October 28, to make lunch 
reservations. 

Christmas Poinsettias
During Advent, the Flower Guild will place poinsettias in the Sanctuary. 

Church members may purchase these plants at $15.00 each. The poinsettias 
may be given in memory of a loved one or in honor of a living person. A 
list of all memorials and honor gifts will be published in the News as these 
donations are received. If you are interested in providing a poinsettia, mail the 
form below to Kimberly Coates, c/o First Baptist Church, 847 Cleveland 
Street, Greenville, SC, 29601. All orders and checks (payable to First Baptist 
Church) must be received by Tuesday, December 2.

I WILL PROVIDE A CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA

Name _________________________________________________

Phone_______________ E-mail_____________________________

I will give ________ poinsettia(s) at $15 each.

In honor of _____________________________________________

In memory of ___________________________________________

I will pick up my poinsettia immediately following the worship 
service on Christmas Eve, December 24. _____ yes _____ no
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