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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         October 13, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee
“Here I am, Lord, – body, heart and soul. Grant that with your love, I may 
be big enough to reach the world and small enough to be at one with you.”                                                                                       
                                                                         – Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Rustlings...

Lula Whilden 
World Missions Offering

continued on page 3

                                    continued on page 3                                                                                                

SOMEONE 
ASKED ME...for 
directions this past 
Saturday. (I’ll give 
you time to stop 

laughing and then I’ll write some 
more. Go ahead. Get it out of your 
system.) The obvious festival-
going-tourist pulled alongside my 
VW at a traffic light. As we waited 
for the signal to shift from red 
to green, they rolled down their 
window and asked directions to 
Falls Park. I paused for a moment, 
took a deep breath, told myself I’ve 
been here long enough to do this 
and then explained to them how to 
take a left at the next intersection 
–  that’s Main Street – and go 
straight until they see it on the left. 
I drove away with a huge smile 
of contentment on my face and a 
feeling of warmth in my heart. And 
then I remembered Main Street 
was closed for the festival. Oh well, 
I hope they found it...

I HAVE ASKED...you to take 
seriously the Lula Whilden 
Committee’s goal of $100,000. 
As Baptist Christians, we have 
placed missionaries and mission 
support personnel in cities, towns 
and villages throughout the United 
States and around the globe. It’s 
a difficult thing to land in a new 
place where culture, language, 

The Alliance of Baptists began 
in 1987 as a prophetic voice in 
Baptist life. Looking away from a 
fundamentalist view that limited 
the traditional freedom inherent 
in the Baptist faith, the Alliance 
sought to embody a progressive 
stance with a focus on social and 
economic justice. Today, it has 
partner congregations in 28 states 
and supports 35 ministry partners 
around the world in locations 

such as Morocco, Nicaragua 
and Zimbabwe, as well as here 
at home in Decatur, Georgia; 
Oakland, California; and New York, 
New York.

For more than 18 years, through 
the Alliance, First Baptist Church 
Greenville has worked with the 
Fraternity of Baptist Churches 
in Cuba to support theological 
education, church renovations and 
other opportunities. For 8 years we 
have partnered directly with Iglesia 
Bautista del Camino – the Church 

Renowned Organist Hector Olivera to Present Recital

the American Guild of Organists 
National Convention in Atlanta, 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
reviewer wrote: “Olivera swept the 
audience with absolute Olympic 
virtuosity, 
and that still 
doesn’t say 
it....Hector 
Olivera is 
in a class 
by himself.” 
Virtually 
unique 
among 
American 

Internationally acclaimed 
classical and theater organ 
virtuoso Hector Olivera will present 
a recital on the 4-manual, 86-rank 
Casavant pipe organ in FBC’s 
Sanctuary – the largest pipe organ 
in the state of South Carolina – on 
Sunday, October 26, at 5:00 p.m.
The recital, presented in 
celebration of the 30th anniversary 
of the organ’s installation, is free of 
charge and open to the public.

Hector Olivera’s performances 
have been described as 
“stupendous” (The American 
Organist) and “dazzling” (The 
Washington Post). Of his recital for continued on page 2
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 10/9/2014  
$1,496,341

Sunday, October 19, 2014
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Exodus 33:12-23; Luke 21:1-4
Sermon: Penny Moments
Anthem: “The Heavens Are Telling” – HAYDN
Soloist: Kyle Matthews

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The flowers in the 
Narthex on October 12
were from the funeral 
of Tim Bright.

The flowers in 
the Sanctuary on 
October 19 are given 
in loving memory of 
Jay Steven Sutton, Clara and O.W. 
Sutton and Lois Storey Sutton.

Sanctuary Flowers

Giving as of 10/9/2014  
$18,281S
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Missions: Focus on

of Greenville. The church, which 
depends on the generosity of 64 
partner churches, provides hot 
meals, groceries, laundry services, 
access to drug treatment, mental 
health counseling, parish nursing, 
computer, training, employment 
counseling and some housing. 
But primarily it is a welcoming 
community that uses worship, 
gardening, art, music and 
volunteerism to include those who 
have been marginalized. All these 
requested items may be placed 
in containers located throughout 
the church. For further information 
please contact Deb Richardson-
Moore at 233-3402 or at deb@
triunemercy.org.

Please place the following items 
in the collection containers:

• WARM blankets (no quilts 
or throws)

• Stocking hats
• Gloves

Triune Mercy Center

These are priority items.

Triune Mercy 
Center is a 
mission church 
that serves 
alongside the 
homeless and 
impoverished 

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child 

National Collection Week is 
November 17-24. Although FBC 
will not be collecting shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child this 
year, you may drop off your boxes 
at one of the following locations: 
http://www.
samaritanspurse.
org/operation-
christmas-child/
drop-off-locations/

organ recitalists in his splendid 
performances of both classical and 
theater organ repertory, Hector’s 
program at First Baptist will include 
a wide variety of works, from Bach 
to Gershwin. The Casavant organ’s 
console will be in its front-and-
center position on the platform 
at the front of the Sanctuary, 
affording an unobstructed view of 
Mr. Olivera’s playing – including 
his phenomenal pedal technique – 
from any seat in the church.

For further information and a 
link to a video on this wonderful 
performer, please visit www.
firstbaptistgreenville.com and click 
the concert picture.
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The Susie Lee Bagwell Circle 
will meet Tuesday, October 21, 
at 10:00 a.m., at the home of 
Dorothea Thomasson, 430 Log 
Shoals Road. 

Circle to Meet

Happy Birthday!

October 16
Lynn Thomasson
 Greenville Glen
1101 Garlington 

Road
Greenville, SC 

29615
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   For anyone aiming 
for a green lifestyle, 
there are many 
mysterious labels to 
decipher. “Rainforest 
Alliance” refers to products that do 
not add to global deforestation and 
environmental destruction.

A Green Tip from SAVER

Remember to make 
your reservations by 
noon on Monday!

Serving lines are open 4:45-6:15 p.m.

October 15
Adults:

• Brats and Sauerkraut
• Hot Potato Salad
• Assorted Breads
• Salad
• Pumpkin Delight

Kids: 
• Ham Roll-ups on a Skewer
• Soft Pretzel
• Green Beans
• Cupcake

October 22
Adults:

• Lasagna (meat and vegetarian) 
• Roasted Zucchini and Squash
• Garlic/Onion Bread
• Antipasti Salad
• Cheesecake Bars

Kids: 
• Pizza Bread
• Buttered Noodles
• Veggie Sticks
• Fruit
• Ice Cream Cups

What’s in the Pot?

Local Relief Aid
Our Local Relief Account is low 

and needs your help. This account 
is used to support emergency 
assistance with rent, utilities and 
other basic needs through United 
Ministries and other community 
partners, as well as to assist 
church families in crisis. Local 
Relief envelopes are in the pew 
racks in the Sanctuary. You may 
also contribute to this fund through 
Engage First on the church 
website. For more information, 
contact Gail House or Laura Stout.

of the Way – in Guanajay, Cuba. 
We’ve come alongside our partner 
congregation to support their 
Project for Human Development 
(“The Patio Project”), a holistic 
ministry working with families, 
churches and communities to 
grow healthy food and healthy 
relationships. As the Patio Project 
continues to expand across Cuba, 
it is also expanding to offer micro-
loans for individuals and families to 
start businesses.

Our donations through the 
Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering help make this life-
changing work possible for the 
Alliance of Baptists, along with the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
South Carolina and Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. As we celebrate 
Lula Whilden throughout the month 
of October, please remember to 
include this important offering in 
your giving plans.

LULA                       continued from page 1                                                                                                

First Baptist Greenville will 
partner with Nicholtown Missionary 
Baptist Church to host a Trunk 
or Treat event. This will take 
place in the parking lot at the 
Phillis Wheatley Center on the 
Wednesday prior to Halloween, 
October 29. This will take the place 
of all Wednesdays at First activities 
with the exception of Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal – no supper, 
children’s activities or MidWeek 
Fellowship will occur.

Participants are invited to arrive 
at the Phillis Wheatley Center  

Partner Event Scheduled

4:30-5:00 p.m. to set up trunks. 
The Trunk or Treat event will be 
open 5:00-6:45 p.m. 

Make every effort to participate 
in the Neighborhood Partnership 
event. If not available to set up 
your trunk this time, donations of 
candy are also welcomed. If there 
are any questions, contact Frank 
Smith at 370-2522 ext. 125 or 
frank.smith@firstbaptistgreenville.
com.

DANT                      continued from page 1                                                                                                

and streets are strange. It takes 
time to build enough knowledge 
and trust to offer spiritual direction 
to those in need. Once trust is 
gained, sometimes all it takes is 
one simple word of direction to get 
a person on the path. Other times, 
it takes a lifetime of work. I want us 
to support the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, the Alliance of Baptists 
and the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of South Carolina as 
they do this good work. I don’t 
want to ‘hope’ the rest of the world 
hears the word of life, I want to 
‘know’ they’ve heard and seen it 
through our gifts. Let’s break the 
six-figure barrier for the first time 
in our church’s mission offering 
history. Let’s choose to live and 
give generously. $100,000. We can 
do this. And if you’re not sure how 
to make a donation, I’ll be happy to 
give you some directions...

– Jim
Perez to Visit

Javier Perez, pastor of our 
Cuban partner church La Iglesia 
Bautista del Camino, has received 
his visa and will be traveling here 
in the upcoming months. Travel 
details are being finalized now, so 
stay tuned for more information. 
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

October 13-19
Jim Dant 478-737-7298 (m)

370-2522 ext. 199

October 20-26
Kendra Plating 828-208-1313 (m)

370-2522 ext. 199
Items for the newsletter need to 

be submitted by Wednesday of the 
week preceding publication. Send 
all requests to kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Extended Session: October 19

Jenna Manning                 (Director)
Beth and Stokely Holder      (Twos)
Lori and Xin Huang           (Threes)
Lisa Davis and Leah Wynn   (Fours)
Justin and Whitney Blum     (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Rhonda Bradey                 (Pianist)

In the Hospital: 

Memorial: 
Don Thompson

St. Francis Eastside: 
Millie Drake

Lexington Memorial (Columbia): 
Ann Wade

Returned Home:

John Braeunig

Stephanie Luck
         

Sympathy to:

...Martha Power in the death 
of her sister.

...Richard Hardaway in the death 
of his sister-in-law.

...Manuel Torres Anjel and family
 in the death of his sister.

Care List as of 10/6/2014

FBC will hold its first ever 
Lulapalooza Texas Hold ‘Em 
Tournament to benefit the Lula 
Whilden World Mission Offering 
on Sunday, October 19, 2014. 
Space is limited to 80 players and 
any skill level (even if it’s your first 
game) is welcome! At 5:00 p.m. 
Jim Dant will offer a lesson on the 
basics of this card game. After a 
short break, the tournament will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. and end when 
one person is holding all the chips!  
All tournament fees will go directly 
to the Lula Whilden Offering. The 

winner will receive no money, but 
will be awarded the sure to be 
coveted ‘Lulapalooza Champions 
Blazer.’ The cost to play is $50, 
payable at the door. For an 
additional $50, you can add $1000 
additional chips to your starting 
stack. And if 80 players pay $100, 
that’s $8000 for missions!  Shuffle 
up and deal! Visit http://goo.gl/
u1Toie to register.

Roadrunners on 
the Move

October 28
Pretty Place

Lunch at Hobnob Restaurant 
in Brevard

(pay your own)
Depart church: 9:00 a.m.

Return to church: 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $10 (bus)

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com to make reservations for any 

Roadrunners trip. 

We are excited to announce 
that we are planning a trip to visit 
our partner church in Cuba over 
Spring Break of 2015, dates to fall 
between March 27 and April 6.
For more information or if you are 
interested in joining this team, 
please contact Anne Garner at 
346-0112 or anne.garner@att.net 
by October 31.

Vamanos! Pack Your Bags!!

Be Here Now
Kyle Matthews debuts new 

CD with two benefit concerts for 
Momentum Bike Clubs of Greenville: 
November 2, 6:30 p.m.– St. Giles 
Presbyterian and November 23,  
6:30 p.m.– First Baptist Greenville. 
Mark your calendars! 
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