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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         July 21, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

 Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee... 

Rustlings...
WHILE 

RAMBLING... 
along the streets 
of Greenville, I 

stopped at a local coffee shop 
to chemically deter a dip in my 
biorhythm. Wedged between 
white lines, across the parking 
lot, was a VW Beetle exactly like 
mine. It was a convertible, and it 
was Harvest Moon (Volkswagen’s 
special name for beige). The two 
cars were identical except for mine 
wore a Georgia license plate and 
the other predictably sported a 
tag from South Carolina. I strolled 
across the parking lot and entered 
the retail establishment closest to 
my car’s twin. Upon entering, two 
employees looked my way, and I 
immediately inquired, “Who owns 
the Harvest Moon Volkswagen 
Beetle out front?” 

“I do,” one of the employees 
warily responded. I introduced 
myself and complimented her on 
her choice of vehicle. I further 
suggested that she be very 
selective about where she parks 
her VW. Why? Already, members 
of our church have begun 
recognizing my car and honking 
at me around Greenville. I’ve even 
had one parishioner see my car 
at a local restaurant and come in 
to say “hello.” I’ve been waiting “God is at home; it is we who have gone for a walk.”

– Meister Eckhart, 14th centurycontinued on page 2

Neighborhood Partnership: 
A New Partnership – 

Haynie-Sirrine Neighborhood

After two years in the 
Open Heart Church area the 
Neighborhood Partnership 
Committee felt that the financial 
and human resources available 
could be more effective in another 
community.

The city of Greenville 
had designated the Haynie-
Sirrine neighborhood for urban 
revitalization. This was an old 
area with a rich history, but with 
economic problems many homes 
had fallen into disrepair, empty lots 
were unkempt, drugs had crept in 
and many of the younger residents 
were moving to other communities. 
In 2002, First Baptist, Haynie-
Sirrine Neighborhood Association 
and the City of Greenville 
Redevelopment Division formed a 
partnership. 

The model from Viola Street did 
not fit this community. There were 
few children in the neighborhood, 
ruling out the need for a tutorial 
program. There was no community 
building; however, the YWCA 
provided space for meetings 

continued on page 3

First Baptist Greenville will start 
a “Just Faith” small group study 
this September. Jack Jezreel, who 
created the Just Faith curriculum, 
describes this ministry by writing: 
“JustFaith Ministries provides 
programs that transform people 
and expand their commitment to 
social ministry. Through these life-
changing opportunities, members 
of a church can study, explore and 
experience Christ’s call to care for 
the poor and vulnerable in a lively, 
challenging, multifaceted process 
in the context of a small faith 
community.”

This small group study, with 
8-15 people per group, will meet 
weekly for 2.5 hours, for 24 weeks, 
with several breaks, including 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Reading assignments will come 
from the Bible as well as other 
books. The reading list will be 
provided this summer once it has 
been compiled; the church library 
will have a complete set of the 
books for your use, or you may 
buy a set. We hope to offer two 
groups, one to meet on a weekday 

continued on page 4
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 7/8/2014  
$1,055,209

Remember that contributions 
using your debit or credit card 
through Engage First at the church 
website are accepted.

Sunday, July 27, 2014
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture:  Acts 4:32-5:11 
Sermon: The Death of Us
Anthem: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” – WILBERG
Soloists: Corey Hart, tenor, and Katy Wilson, soprano
Instrumentalists: Catherine and Rebecca Crowe, violins

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

DANT                       continued from page 1

for the green light at two different 
busy intersections and glanced to 
see church children waving with 
excitement from the van and SUV 
window beside me. I suggested 
to my newfound friend that she 
not park her car at any bars, juke 
joints or other establishments 
of ill repute. I didn’t want to be 
blamed for her bad behavior! We 
both had a laugh, I invited her to 
church, and she told me she was 
Presbyterian. All that to say... if you 
see what looks like my car at some 
unseemly place like... like... like... 
a Presbyterian church, I promise 
it’s not me! (Apologies to all my 
Presbyterian friends... just kidding!)

WHILE RAMBLING... around 
our neighborhoods, workplaces, 
schools, gyms and eateries, we are 
representing Christ and Christ’s 
church. We are representing First 
Baptist Church. In all of these 
spaces, I hope we all speak a 
good word, live a good life, share a 
good witness, exchange a genuine 
smile, offer a warm invitation and 
shape a wonderful reputation for 
First Baptist Church and the God 
she serves...

– Jim

The flowers 
in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, July 
27, are given to 
the glory of God 
and in honor of 
Baxter Wynn and 
the staff of First 
Baptist Greenville who were our 
shepherds through the transition.

Sanctuary Flowers

As part of a new 
monthly sustainability 
series, Annie’s 
House will be hosting 
a viewing of the 
documentary “Growing Cities.”  
The film examines the role of 
urban farming in America and asks 
how much power it has to revitalize 
our cities and change the way we 
eat. It will be held at the Greenville 
Tech Auditorium on Wednesday, 
July 30, from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

A Green Tip from SAVER

Giving as of 7/8/2014  
$10,129

As our missions focus for the 
month of July we will partner with 
United Way and their School Tools 
program. Some suggestions for 
items are: glue sticks, crayons, 
colored pencils, rulers, hand 
sanitizer, index cards, composition 
notebooks, and three-ring binders 
(1” and 2”). For the complete list 
of requested items visit the United 
Way website at https://www.
unitedwaygc.org/united_way_
school_tools.php. Thanks for your 
help in getting our local children 
off to a great start in school this 
year. For more information please 
contact Whitney Hodges at 
hodgeswj@yahoo.com.
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Missions: Focus on

GAIHN guest families to stay in our 
building the week of August 10-17.  
To volunteer or learn more, please 
visit our GAIHN at FBC website: 
https://www.lotsahelpinghands.
com/c/705422/join/ or contact Mary 
Pyett at mary@pyett.net.

Company’s 
Coming!

First Baptist 
Greenville will 
welcome three 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/nonmemberlogin.aspx?sn=90682&sc=give
https://www.unitedwaygc.org/united_way_school_tools.php
https://www.unitedwaygc.org/united_way_school_tools.php
https://www.unitedwaygc.org/united_way_school_tools.php
mailto:hodgeswj@yahoo.com
https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/705422/join
https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/705422/join
mailto:mary@pyett.net


Roadrunners
On the Move

Saturday, August 16
Soap Stone Church & 

Hagood Mills
Pickens, SC

9:30 a.m. – Depart FBC
Lunch at Soap Stone Church ($10)

Visit Rock Art Museum (Free)
Cost – $8 (Bus)

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com to make reservations for any 

Roadrunners trip. 

and special events. There was a 
neighborhood association. Felsie 
Harris, president of the association, 
said that more residents needed 
to become involved and aware of 
opportunities for change. Working 
with this association, plans were 
made for clean-up days, health 
fairs, home repair projects, monthly 
lunch or dinner programs and 
special senior events – all with 

NEIGHBORHOOD   continued from page 1

Deacon Nominating Committee

The Deacon Nominating Committee invites all church members to suggest names for consideration as 
possible nominees to the Diaconate. The stated qualifications from the Rules of Church Order are:

“Deacons shall be elected from members of the church as hereinafter provided in view of the example 
provided by Jesus in John 13:1-15 and the description by Paul in Romans 12:1-18. Deacons shall be 
servant-leaders who support the church and its mission with their time, talents and resources in the 
worship of God and in service to others.”

The Deacon Nominating Committee met and agreed to examine the nominees carefully with regard to the 
Scripture references. The committee has agreed on additional selection criteria and gives notice of these 
selection criteria listed below:

• Members of the Deacon Nominating Committee and their spouses, church staff or spouses of full-time 
(per Personnel Policies) church staff are ineligible for consideration as nominees,

• Nominees with three or more years of church membership will be given preference,
• Nominees will be balanced in such a way that the diversity of the Diaconate will fairly represent the 

diversity of the congregation, and
• Nominees should have consistent records of supporting the Missions and Ministry Plan of the church.
Please submit your nominees, including their qualifications, to Jenna Manning (jenna.manning@

firstbaptistgreenville.com) by Sunday, August 17. The nomination can also be submitted by letter, but it must be 
signed so that a committee member can contact you, if necessary.

Members of the committee include Elaine Barnhill, Ralph Bouton (chair), Arnold Burrell, Brandt Gilbert, 
Peggy Good, Freda Lark (chair-elect), Harry Shucker, Kristy Way and Reed Wilson.

United Ministries Needs Volunteer Education

The Adult Education Program at United Ministries prepares adults to 
take the GED exam. The program uses a large number of volunteers 
who assist the students in areas where they are having problems. The 
program is open Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. until 
7:00 p.m. and on Wednesdays from 8:00 a.m. until noon. It is closed on 
Fridays. The current needs are as follows:

• AE study partners. As more students take longer to prepare for the 
exam, there is a need for more volunteers.

• There is a special need for someone who can tutor one of the 
job training students. This student is a GED graduate who was 
sponsored for an A+ Class (the entry level course needed to 
become a computer technician). He needs some extra one-on-one 
help as he studies to take the certification exam. This would be the 
perfect opportunity for an IT professional in a supporting church or 
the community who has always wondered how they could apply 
their skills to help others.

Most volunteers come one day a week for several hours. Volunteers 
choose both the amount of time spent and the area in which to help. It 
is the hope that the skills and passions of the volunteers are matched 
with opportunities to share their gifts. Please contact Claire Winkler at  
cwinkler@united-ministries.org or 335-2618.

responsibility alternating between 
FBC and the Haynie-Sirrine 
Neighborhood Association... 
(to be continued)

  – Ruth Reid

This is the seventh in a series 
of articles tracing the history of 
neighborhood partnerships at 
FBC. Data has been collected from 
Herlane Edwards and The Mission 
Monitor by Ruth Reid.
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

July 21-27
Baxter Wynn  288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

July 28-August 3
Kyle Matthews 236-8587 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Extended Session: July 27

Elizabeth and Sean Union  
                                         (Directors)
Boggs and Miller Howard   (Infants)
TBD                                       (Twos)
Ryan and Shanda LaForge (Threes)
Camp and Leah Wynn      (Fours)
Beau and Laura Harling       (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner  (Worship Leader)
TBD                                     (Pianist)

Hospitals: 

Greer Memorial: Bill Moore

Sympathy to:

...John Long in the death 
of his sister.

...the family of Nancy Hall.

Care List
as of 

7/21/2014

Congratulations to...

Congratulations 
to Margie and 
Marvin Marten on 

the birth of a son, Marvin Fredrick 
Marten IV, born July 2, 2014.

FAITH                      continued from page 1

morning and the other to meet on 
a weekday evening. This study 
demands a high commitment level; 
while we understand that everyone 
may have to miss a meeting or 
two, this is not the kind of thing that 
works very well if you pop in and 
out of the group.  

For more information, please 
click on the following YouTube 
links:  http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=dKivzGpH2r0 
or https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=U5lGNSpDhJA    

If you would like to be in a group 
this fall or have further questions, 
please contact anyone listed 
below. We hope you will join us!   
David Taylor, dtaylor@clemson.
edu
Tandy Taylor, tandy.taylor@
bellsouth.net; 918-8898  
Laura Stout, laura.stout@
firstbaptistgreenville.com
Dan Dorroh, dan.dorroh@
sealedair.com
John Braeunig, john@
bflpropertiesllc.com

Pictured above is our senior exercise class hard at work. If you are a 
senior interested in a Silver Sneakers program, come join us on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings at 10:00 in the AYMC. We promise you 
will have lots of fun while getting fit!

Fun and Fitness for Fabulous Folks
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