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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         June 30, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

 Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee... 

Rustlings...
STAY 

TOGETHER... 
As a child, when 
my siblings and 

I wandered into the netherworld 
of the county fair or the local mall 
or the playground adjacent to the 
local softball field, my mom would 
always say, “Stay together.” She 
knew that there was a particular 
strength and safety in numbers...

STAY TOGETHER... Wolves 
primarily hunt in packs. This allows 
them to take down creatures that 
are much larger and stronger than 
they are. The individual prospers 
and is fed by being part of the 
whole...

STAY TOGETHER... Redwood 
trees are tall, stately and strong. 
They are among the most 
magnificent botanical marvels in 
God’s creation. And yet, these 
towers of fortitude grow in circled 
groups. Their roots are intertwined 
to guard against an individual tree 
being toppled by the wind...

STAY TOGETHER... I’ve 
just returned from the General 
Assembly of the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship (CBF). We met 
in Atlanta, Georgia, to explore 
and celebrate the theme Woven 
Together. We affirmed what 
Baptists have known in every era 
and under every label; we are “God is glorified not by mere words, but by works of righteousness, 

which proclaim the majesty of God far more effectively than words.”
– St. Maximos the Confessorcontinued on page 2

Neighborhood Partnership: 
Open Heart Baptist Church 

Partnership

Change was in the air... In 1998 
longtime Viola Street programs 
coordinator, Peggy Good, asked 
the Missions Committee to 
employ a coordinator. In August 
of 1998, Herlane Edwards was 
employed for the position. In July 
of 2000, the Viola Council became 
the Neighborhood Partnership 
Committee. Mittie Taylor served as 
chair from 2000-2002. Viola Street 
programs ended, and Herlane’s 
title was changed to reflect this.

A new 
partnership 
was in order. 
After serious 
investigation and 
consideration, 
the mission 
leadership 
accepted a 
partnership offer 
from Open Heart Baptist Church 
pastor, Rev. Earl Lewers (pictured).

Open Heart is an African-
American church located in an 
abandoned mill community on 

continued on page 3

The Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship is a fellowship of 
Baptist Christians and churches 
who share a passion for the Great 
Commission and a commitment 
to Baptist principles of faith and 
practice. The Fellowship’s mission 
is to serve Christians and churches 
as they discover and fulfill their 
God-given mission. CBF’s General 
Assembly was held June 23-27 in 
Atlanta, Georgia, celebrating the 
theme “Woven Together.” In that 
theme, First Baptist Greenville 
was represented by minister, staff, 
interns and members: Jeanette 
Cothran, John Cothran, Jim 
Dant, Herlane Edwards, Beverly 
Greer, Joe Greer, Cara Morgan, 
Kendra Plating, John Smith and 
Laura Stout. Pictured below are 
attendees Cara, Herlane and 
Laura.

CBF General Assembly

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 6/26/2014  
$996,891

Sunday, July 6, 2014
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Acts 2:36-47, I Kings 19:9b-13 
Sermon: A Quiet Pentecost
Anthem:  “The Morning Trumpet” – arr. BANKS
Soloist: Barbara Gulley

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Missions: Focus on

DANT                       continued from page 1

stronger together than we are 
separate. We accomplish greater 
tasks in cooperation than we 
could ever accomplish in isolation. 
When we give ourselves and our 
resources to a greater cause and 
coalition, we increase both our 
influence and self worth; nothing is 
diminished...

STAY TOGETHER... It’s good 
advice for all of us. As individuals 
we are strengthened by our 
connections to the church and as 
a church we are strengthened by 
our connection to our partners. In 
June 2015, the General Assembly 
of CBF will be held in Dallas, 
Texas. Make plans to attend. I 
would love for FBC Greenville to 
be a recognizable, engaged mass 
at that gathering. (And we could 
all go eat some good TexMex 
together!) Days before the CBF 
gathering, the Baptist World 
Alliance will meet in South Africa. 
Closer on the calendar (October 
17-19, 2014) the Alliance of 
Baptists will meet in Dayton, Ohio 
to explore many forms of worship. 
These fellow Baptists deserve our 
engagement and our investment. 
We benefit from our connection 
with them – we are made stronger 
not weaker, more influential not 
less effective. Staying together – 
participating and leading – is a vital 
part of FBCG’s heritage. Let’s stay 
together... with our fellow Baptists, 
Christians, brothers and sisters in 
the faith...

– Jim

The flowers in 
the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, 
July 6, are 
given in loving 
memory 
of Gloria 
Campbell 
Harrelson 
and Gary 
Mark Harrelson, Caryn Harrelson 
Diseker and Walter Glenn Brackin Jr. 
on their birthdays by their family. 

Chosen by God and precious. 
(1 Peter 2:4)

Sanctuary Flowers

Accompanist Needed
An accompanist is needed 

to play piano for Youth Choir 
beginning this fall. Youth Choir 
rehearses on Sunday afternoon, 
but this person will also need to 
be available to play for the choir 
to sing for worship services and 
other events, as planned. If you 
are interested in this position, 
please send a resume to kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Save the Date
Jazz and 

Brunch returns 
on Sunday, 
July 13. Guest 
instrumentalists 

will add to the music during both 
the worship service and brunch. 
Uptown Catering will provide 
a delicious brunch consisting 
of sausage, egg and cheese 
casserole, crab eggs benedict, 
onion pie, creole roasted potatoes, 
fruit and breads for adults and 
French toast sticks and chicken 
fingers for the children. The cost 
for brunch is $12.50 per adult and 
$6 per child. Make reservations, 
which are required, by calling the 
church office (233-2527) by noon 
on Wednesday, July 9. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to fellowship with 
your church family!

Challenge Met

The evening Group Fitness 
Class at the AYMC took on a 30-
day ab challenge and completed 
it on June 26. The last set was 
125 sit ups, 200 crunches, 65 leg 
raises and a 120-second plank.

mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com


 
Fellowship Hall 9:15-10:15 

 

Date Topic Speaker 

June 8, 15, 22  A Rabbi's 
Perspective on the 
Old Testament 
Scriptures 

Rabbi Marc Wilson 
 

June 29,  
July 6, 20 

Theology in Film Eric Coleman and 
Matt Rollins 

July 27,  
August 3, 10 

Our Music and 
Worship at FBC 

Vivian Hamilton and 
Kyle Matthews 
 
 

July 13  No joint Sunday School 

Roadrunners
On the Move

Monday, July 14
Travelers Rest Extravaganza

11:00 a.m. – Depart FBC
Lunch at Williams Hardware

(pay your own)
Visit Carolina Honey Bee Co.

Cost – $3

Saturday, August 16
Soap Stone Church & 

Hagood Mills
Pickens, SC

9:30 a.m. – Depart FBC
Lunch at Soap Stone Church ($10)

Visit Rock Art Museum (Free)
Cost – $8 (Bus)

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com to make reservations for any 

Roadrunners trip. 

Sunday, June 29, Eric Coleman 
and Matt Rollins began a series of 
three study opportunities exploring 
theology in film. They began with 
a discussion of the movie Noah. 
Join them this Sunday in the 
Fellowship Hall during the Sunday 
School hour, 9:15-10:15 a.m. as 
they discuss The Lego Movie. Eric 
and Matt will wrap up their series 
on July 20 with a discussion on 
theological/Biblical themes in film.

Stafford Avenue a few blocks 
off Mills Avenue. Although the 
church is predominately African-
American, the community was a 
mixture of race, older residents 
and temporary renters in 
substandard housing. There was 
no neighborhood association, but 
there were children who needed a 
safe place for after-school tutorial 
help.

After the mill closed, many 
church members found housing 
in other areas. However, they 
continued to attend Open Heart. 
The church facilities and the 
involvement of these faithful 
members made the tutoring 
program possible. The senior 
members provided, prepared and 
served snacks. Others joined 
FBC members as tutors in the 
Monday-Thursday program. 
FBC coordinator Edwards stated 
that our mission would be “to 
strengthen the children in the 
education process and to aid in the 
advancement of family awareness 
and community involvement.” The 
program began in October of 2000.

In addition to the tutoring, 
community cultural programs were 

NEIGHBORHOOD   continued from page 1

 Ferrel plants (weeds) 
are not deleterious flora 
to be poisoned, rather 
a crop to harvest for 
organic compost, or to cultivate 
as beautiful native ornamentals or 
ground cover. 

A Green Tip from SAVER In Case You Missed It...

During worship on June 22, the 
senior minister, Jim Dant, led the 
congregation in the sacrament 
of communion. Bo Campbell, 
Leslie Rodwell and Stephanie 
Wright were elected to serve as 
trustees of the Foundation, and the 
Middle School Mission Team was 
commissioned for their work with 
the Timothy Project in Asheville, NC.

Filmology Theology

given each quarter. School projects 
and achievement recognitions 
were presented.

At the end of the 2001 school 
year, FBC hosted a community-
wide dinner to “showcase” what 
the children had accomplished. 
A special presentation was made 
to fifth grade student James 
Massey. He was smart but found 
little interest in school. James was 
interested in cars! He was also 
excellent in sketching fast cars. His 
tutor helped him submit a sketch to 
the Greenville Kid’s Page. He won 
first place, $10.00, and, through 
Baxter Wynn, a VIP tour of the 
BMW plant. His tutor, a woman, 
survived; James thrived. At the 
dinner James was given a T-shirt 
on which his sketch had been 
screened and a framed copy of his 
sketch. James’ attitude and interest 
in school turned a corner at this 
point.

  – Ruth Reid
This is the fifth in a series of 

articles tracing the history of 
neighborhood partnerships at 
FBC. Data has been collected from 
Herlane Edwards and The Mission 
Monitor by Ruth Reid.

MidWeek Engaged Expands

This summer MidWeek Engaged 
has partnered with members from 
Nicholtown Missionary Baptist 
Church and the Go Church to 
serve in our community together. 
Now MidWeek Engaged expands 
to partner with the FBC SAVER 
Committee members to continue 
the riparian project started with 
Hands On Greenville. Participants 
will help in removal of non-native/
invasive species that harm the 
Reedy River’s bio-diversity.  
Workers must be at least 16 years 
old for this project. If you would 
like to partner in any MidWeek 
Engaged project, follow this link to 
sign-up: 

http://bit.ly/1oO46JQ

mailto:sylvia.clyborne%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:sylvia.clyborne%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:sylvia.clyborne%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
http://bit.ly/1oO46JQ
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

June 30-July 6
Baxter Wynn  288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

July 7-13
Matt Rollins 346-0971 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Extended Session: July 6

Matt and Rolyn Rollins     (Directors)
TBD                                     (Infants)
Ryan and Shanda LaForge   (Twos)
Krista and Sean Martin      (Threes)
TBD                                    (Fours)
Jon and Juli Good                 (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner  (Worship Leader)
Melanie Ruhlman                (Pianist)

Hospitals:

No members of whom we are 
aware are in the hospital.

Returned home:
Anne Crabtree

Sympathy to:

..Linda Bentley in the death 
of her brother.

Care List
as of 

6/30/2014
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Jim Dant joined the church by promise of letter 
on June 22. Jim is employed as the new senior 
minister of First Baptist Greenville.

Also on June 22, Rusty and Sherry 
Criminger, 601 Harness Trail, 
Simpsonville, SC 29681, joined the 
church by previous profession of faith  
and baptism. 

Jack Rollins, 509 Parkins Mill Road, Greenville, 
SC 29607, joined the church by profession of 
faith requesting baptism on June 22. Jack is in
6th grade at Fisher Middle School. His parents 
are Matt and Rolyn Rollins.

Just Faith
As you have hopefully heard, 

First Baptist Greenville will 
start a “Just Faith” small group 
study this September. Some in 
our congregation attended the 
weekend conference last January 
led by Jack Jezreel, who created 
the Just Faith curriculum. Jack 
describes this ministry by writing:   
“JustFaith Ministries provides 
programs that transform people 
and expand their commitment to 

social ministry. Through these life-
changing opportunities, members 
of a church can study, explore and 
experience Christ’s call to care for 
the poor and vulnerable in a lively, 
challenging, multifaceted process 
in the context of a small faith 
community.”

This small group study, with 
8-15 people per group, will meet 
weekly for 2.5 hours for 24 weeks, 
with several breaks including 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
Reading assignments will come 
from the Bible as well as other 
books. The year will begin with 
a weekend retreat and there will 
be an “immersion experience” as 
well.  Depending on how many 
people are interested, we hope to 
offer two groups, one to meet on a 
weekday morning and the other to 
meet on a weekday evening. For 
further information, please click on 
the following YouTube links:  

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dKivzGpH2r0

 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=U5lGNSpDhJA   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKivzGpH2r0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKivzGpH2r0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5lGNSpDhJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5lGNSpDhJA

