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WORSHIP
Sunday,
January 7, 2018
Epiphany/Baptism of
the Lord Sunday
10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Ruth 1
Sermon: Welcoming Life on
Life’s Terms
Anthem: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s
Desiring” – BACH
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Sully Hart
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next
available date is January 7.

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

I like television reruns. Am I the only
one who remembers Peter Brady’s
(The Brady Bunch) adopting the
mannerism and voice of Humphrey
Bogart – informing his family they
were having ‘…pork chops and
applesauce…’ for dinner? Surely I’m
not the only one who remembers
Opie (The Andy Griffith Show) killing
a mother bird and being taught
responsibility by having to care for
and free the baby birds? Okay, how
many times have we watched Captain
Kirk (Star Trek) battle the Gorn? Do
you have multiple viewings of Elaine
Benes (Seinfeld) dancing or Lucy (The
Lucy Show) working in a chocolate
factory or Dwight (The Office)
attempting to harvest organs from a
CPR training dummy? I do not watch
a lot of television, but there are certain
episodes of certain series that I delight
in watching over and over again.
When they happen to make their way
onto the network program schedule,
I make time to enjoy them. I probably
watch more reruns than first-runs on
television.
This January, you will have the
opportunity to enjoy some reruns. In
January 2013, I was invited to fill the
pulpit for a month. I spent those four
Sundays in the four chapters of the
Book of Ruth. I believe this small book

– tucked between Judges and
1 Samuel in the Christian canon of the
Old Testament – is a pivotal book on
the path of faith development. For me,
it has been the most important biblical
book in shaping my understanding of
and practice of faith. While many of
you remember the content of those
four Sundays past, many of you were
not here. I would like to offer a series
of reruns from the book of Ruth this
January. For those who’ve heard the
sermons before, I promise to rework
the stories and material, so they will
not be completely redundant. For
those who’ve never explored the
significance of this text, I promise I’ll
be true to the messages I preached a
few years ago.
On Wednesday evenings – at
MidWeek Fellowship – beginning
January 3, I will be repeating the
material I shared during the Fall Hop
On Hop Off Bible Tour. For those
who could not attend those Tuesday
luncheons (and for those who did, but
said I went too fast), this rerun is for
you. It’s a valuable, easily digestible
survey of the complete Bible.
So, during the month of January, pull
up a chair (or a pew) and enjoy some
reruns with me…

Reminders
Church Retreat
March 2-4, 2018
Unmasking God
Joy Yee, Retreat Leader
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwide-retreat/

— Jim

MISSIONS

Happy New Year Everyone!
Hopefully you have seen or heard by now that Operation Inasmuch is scheduled
for Saturday, March 17, 2018. We hope you save the date and join us for
an incredible day of service in our community. Some of you may be new to
Operation Inasmuch and are wondering what it is all about or curious about what
it takes to get involved. We hope we can help with some of your questions.
Why is it called Operation Inasmuch? The name “Inasmuch” comes from
Matthew 25:40 where Jesus said, “Inasmuch as you did it for the least of these,
you did it for me.”
Why are we doing this? We are called to serve our neighbors and our
community. We are called to support those who are in need. As a church we use
Operation Inasmuch as one of the ways in which we worship through service. It’s
an “all hands on deck” day of giving back.
So what kind of jobs are we doing? Anything and Everything! There are opportunities for everyone regardless
of skill level or ability. Some will be working on home repair projects, some will be pampering members of
our community who don’t always feel special, some will be folding clothes and assembling care packages for
babies in need and some can help with the huge yard sale! Everyone can make an impact.
Do you have to be a member? Absolutely not! Operation Inasmuch was one of the first ways that we
connected with First Baptist. It’s a great opportunity to get involved, get out of your comfort zone and
connect with people you might not cross paths with otherwise. We welcome anyone who is willing to help out.
Who can tell you more? If you have further questions, you can contact us or any staff member for more
information.
— Walt & Sara Herbert
Operation Inasmuch Chairs

AYMC

National Signing Day at the AYMC
November 8 was National Signing Day, and the AYMC was privileged to host
Madisen Smith as she signed to play basketball with West Virginia University.
Madisen began playing basketball at age nine and quickly found herself on
Greenville High School’s varsity team in the seventh grade. She has been their
starting point guard since eighth grade. She’s trained and played year round
on traveling teams with some of her time spent at the AYMC.
Smith was a Class AAAA all-state selection each of the past two years for the Red Raiders. As a junior, she
averaged 17 points, 6.4 assists, 4.0 rebounds and 3.0 steals and led Greenville to a 24-4 record, the Region 1
championship and the Upper State final.
As an A-B student, she had offers from South Carolina, North Carolina State,
Louisville, Wake Forest, East Carolina and Dayton. Once she visited West Virginia,
though, it felt like home, and these days you can hear her singing “Almost Heaven…”
I am grateful that Madisen spent time at the AYMC and enjoyed it enough that it
was the place she wanted to have her official signing. We wish her much luck as she
continues her basketball career and look forward to watching her on TV and maybe
even in person.
— Mittie

CHILDREN-PRESCHOOL

Christmas Fun with FBG Kids
This December, our children and preschoolers got in the Christmas
spirit! Children spread Christmas cheer with a caroling outing, and
preschoolers enjoyed an ornament decorating party.
More pictures available at http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
christmasfun/
— Becky and Juli

Pastoral Care Transitions
Hopefully by now you’ve heard about the changes
within the Pastoral Care department at our church.
Beginning January 1st, I am officially part-time,
and Kyle Matthews will be moving into Pastoral
Care. Ryland will continue to serve as the Pastoral
Care Assistant, and we continue to be grateful for
his gifts in this position. This transition will help
me to better respond to some personal changes
happening in my family, giving me more time with
Hattie and more defined hours to help accommodate
my husband’s demanding work schedule. I am so
excited that Kyle will be able to step in to be the
full-time, day-to-day Pastoral Care Minister (stay
tuned next week for an article from Kyle giving you
more details about his work). While Kyle and I will
share the same title, our work will have different
focuses. I will no longer participate in on-call, and I
will only be able to lead funerals during my regular
days in the office (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday).
In my 20 hours per week, I will continue doing some
homebound ministry, hospital ministry, preaching and
short-term pastoral counseling to church members.
This means you can schedule time to talk with me
about any spiritual struggle you are having in your

life. This might include family struggles, relationship
struggles, pre-marital counseling, end-of-life
planning, discernment in healthcare decisions, grief
counseling and/or questions about faith or the Bible.
If you’re not sure, just shoot me an email or give me
a ring, and we can decide if I might be helpful in your
circumstance. If I can’t help you, I have an extensive
list of professionals in the Greenville community that
I can refer you to. I am looking forward to continuing
to minister within our church in this context. Kyle and
I have switched offices in case you come looking for
us — Kyle is upstairs on the main hallway down from
the Reception Desk, and I am downstairs across from
the Choir Room. I’m looking forward to hearing from
you — getting coffee, lunch or meeting in my office
— to talk about the ways God is working in your life.
New work hours: 9am-2pm on Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday
kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com
233-2527 ext. 104
— Kendra

PASTORAL CARE

A WORD FROM KENDRA

On Call Nights and Weekends
January 1-7
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
January 8-14
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Care List

as of 1/2/18
Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Carolyn Godsey
Returned Home: Amy Paul Carr, Joan
Garrett, Arnold Burrell, Freddie Foster,
Bobby Hartness
Sympathy to...
…Joe Roberts and family in the death of
his aunt.
…the family of Bob Tucker.
…Monty Laffitte and family in the death of
his mother.
…Katina Moungrides and family in the
death of her brother-in-law.

Introducing
Sarah Carter, 49 Orchard Park Drive,
Apartment 59, Greenville 29615, joined
FBG during morning worship on Sunday,
December 24, by transfer of letter from
another Baptist church. Sarah is employed
as our Youth Ministry Assistant.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Pastoral Care

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Lula Whilden World
Missions Offering Goal
$125,000
as of 12/29
$126,206

January 10
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, Broccoli
Casserole, Pineapple Casserole, Layered
Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert
Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip,
Fresh Fruit, Cookies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Financial Needs as of 12/31
$2,500,000
Receipts as of 12/29
$2,463,716

Menu

January 3
Adults: Pasta Bar with Lasagna,
Salad, Italian Green Beans,
French Bread, Dessert
Kids: Pizza Bread, Tater Tots, Carrot Sticks
and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First activities resume
January 3. Required reservations for the
meal must be made by noon on Monday
by visiting the church website or calling
the church office. Serving lines are
open 4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

1/3 11:30am-2:00pm College Pasta
		 and Fellowship (AYMC) 		
		
Wednesdays at First Activities
		Resume
1/6 2:00pm, 7:00pm Greenville
Symphony Orchestra 		
Spotlight Series – ticketed
event (Fellowship Hall)
1/7 10:30am Epiphany/Baptism of
		 the Lord Sunday
		 Family Dedication
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live
		 for Youth
1/10 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/14 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
1/15 AYMC and Church Offices
Closed in Observance of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day
1/17 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/21 9:30am New Member Breakfast
		 (Fellowship Hall)
10:30am Communion
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!
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Atlantic Institute
Panel Discussion
An interactive, interfaith discussion on
Peace moderated by Furman University’s
Professor Bibb will be held at 6:45pm,
January 11, at the Hughes Main Library.
Atlantic Institute describes the discussion
in this way: “World Peace, Peace on Earth,
and Peace within ourselves all seem to be
common desires. It’s something that we all
look for, hope for and strive to attain. It can
be peace within ourselves, our families or
our community...So why does peace seem
so hard to attain? Understanding all of our
differing perspectives can help shine some
light on this topic.”

Our own Minister of Pastoral Care,
Kyle Matthews, will be on the panel.
Some other representatives are
Steve Compton (Greenville Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship), Mike Flanagan
(Holy Cross Episcopal, Simpsonville),
Raj Gavurla (Pluralist), Cathy Jaggars
(Secular Humanist), James King (Unity
Church of Greenville), Matthew Marko
(Congregation Beth Israel) and Joel
Sprague (Christian Scientist).

