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November 20, 2017

WORSHIP
Sunday,
November 26, 2017

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Luke 17:11-19
Sermon: The Gratitude Club
Anthem: “A Song to the Lamb”
– PEARSON
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Melissa Pressley
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given
in loving memory of Dr. W.S. Jackson
Jr. by his family.
If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Extended Session

Directors: Jamie and Jay Womack
Twos/Threes: Carrie and Mason
Nettles
Fours: Sara and Will Bryan
Fives: Beau and Laura Harling
Pianist: Cherry Marshall
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

First it was earthworms; next,
a starfish. As the semester
progressed, we moved on to frogs
and finally a shark. Tenth grade
biology class was a sophomoric
teenager’s delight. We experienced
the joys of dissection. With scalpel
in hand, we were taught to peer
inside the body of God’s work
and see the intricacies of life. We
moved beyond the visible whole and
began to appreciate nature for the
miraculous sum of its parts. We were
instructed to take our time. Be slow.
Be intentional. Be observant.
The staff of First Baptist Greenville
would like to invite you to an
Advent dissection. (I promise no
formaldehyde, pithing or deceased
lab animals will be involved.) This
year’s Advent Devotional Guide
is a ‘line by line’ dissection of the
Christmas story as recorded in
Luke 2 written by your church staff.
We – administrative assistants,
program ministers, musicians, senior
minister – were each assigned one
line from the Christmas story. We

prayerfully wrote our thoughts about
that particular line. We allowed these
twenty-three lines to provide the
framework for this year’s twenty-two
days of Advent plus Christmas Day.
As a church, we will read one line
per day of this story of shepherds,
animals, angels and the holy family.
That’s all. Rather than rush through
the whole of the story, we are
inviting you to be slow, be intentional
and be observant. Let it soak in.
Listen to our thoughts. Listen to
your thoughts. Discern where God is
leading you for that particular day.
The devotional guides will be
available at the Reception Desk
this Sunday. Please take one. In
the hustle and bustle of this busy
season, we are offering you the
opportunity to slow down for at
least a moment each day. Commit
to a few minutes each morning or
evening or during your lunch hour
or in the carpool line or whenever is
convenient for you and spend some
time with a line from the Christmas
story. By the time Advent is over and
Christmas day arrives, I think you
will truly appreciate the whole of the
story because of the miraculous sum
of its parts.
— Jim

Reminders

SEE: Praying with Mary
December 2
10:00am-12:30pm
Jim Dant, Facilitator
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/prayingwith
mary

Church Retreat
March 2-4, 2018
Unmasking God
Joy Yee, Retreat Leader
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/church
wide-retreat/

COLLEGE-YOUTH

2018 Summer Youth Mentoring Team
For interested college students, our Internship Committee is now taking applications for our Summer 2018
Youth Mentoring Team. The program is an 11-week program that will consist of a college student(s) who has
an interest in assisting with all aspects of ministry to youth (grades 6 through college). The primary focus will
be on building and strengthening relationships within our Youth Family. The program is designed to provide an
opportunity for college students to identify strengths, gifts, interests and abilities; invest in this youth ministry
and its members; and help create a sense of trust, respect and bond between our youth and youth leaders.
First Baptist’s Youth Mentoring Team will be made up of one or more college students who have completed
at the minimum their first year of school. The preference will go to those college students who have shown
genuine interest and commitment to the First Baptist Greenville Youth Ministry.
For interested college students, our Internship Committee is now taking applications for summer 2018 Youth
Mentor Team. Deadline for application is Sunday, January 14.

INTERESTED?
Go to www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/internships for full information and the application. Please submit Youth
Mentor Applications to the Youth Ministry office no later than Sunday, January 14, 2018.

COLLEGE

— Mary Carol Anderson

Know a College or Seminary Student in Need of Financial
Assistance?
The Scholarship Committee of First Baptist Greenville is accepting
applications from qualified individuals seeking financial assistance
in pursuing an undergrad or seminary degree. This opportunity
is not restricted to church members. Friends and loved ones are
also welcome and encouraged to apply. These scholarships are
made available through the First Baptist Greenville Foundation and
funded by the incredible generosity of current and former church
members.
Scholarship applications are due to Sarah Carter by mail or
email no later than Sunday, February 4. Applications can be
downloaded on the College page of the church’s website - http://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/college-ministry/ - or by visiting the
following links directly.
First Time Scholarship Application http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wp-content/				
uploads/2016/03/2018.2019_FBG-Academic-Scholarship-Application-1.pdf
Previous Recipient Scholarship Application (renewal) http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wp-content/		
uploads/2016/03/2018.2019-_-FBG-RENEWAL-Academic-Scholarship-Application-1.pdf
For more information on how you can help support these worthy students through the Foundation, please
contact Stacey Shinas at stacey.shinas@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
— Sarah Carter, Scholarship Committee Staff Liaison

YOUR GIFTS PACKAGE
Faith, mercy, teaching the faith, encouragement, or knowing: Do one or more of these
gifts describe you? If so, check out Stephen Ministry, our congregation’s one-toone, confidential, caregiving ministry. A new training class will start in 2018. For more
information, contact one of our Stephen Leaders: Robin Barton, Wofford Green, Hazel
Harris, Duke McCall or Ann Quattlebaum.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Using Your Spiritual Gifts

How to Request a Stephen Minister: If either you or someone you know is having a
difficult time dealing with a life crisis and need the caring friendship and support of a
Stephen Minister, please contact one of FBG’s Stephen Leaders/Ministers to ask for a
referral card, or get one at the church Reception Desk.
— Stephen Ministers

Christmas Poinsettias

Kimberly Coates
c/o First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC 29601
All orders and checks (payable to First Baptist Church) need to be
received by Monday, December 4.
— Kimberly
Name
Phone Number
E-mail Address
Number of Poinsettias ($20 each)
In honor of
In memory of
I will pick up my poinsettia immediately following the worship
service on Christmas Eve, December 24. _____ yes _____ no

ADVENT

During the Hanging of the Green Service on Sunday morning,
December 3, poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary. Church
members may purchase these plants at $20.00 each. The
poinsettias may be given in memory of a deceased loved one or
in honor of a living person. A list of all memorials and honor gifts
will be published in upcoming editions of the newsletter. If you are
interested in providing a poinsettia, mail this information to:

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal
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Care List

Introducing…

as of 11/20/17
Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Clifton “Dillard”
Alexander
St. Francis Downtown: Richard Pace
Returned Home: Amy Carr
Sympathy to…
…Evelyn Scaringi in the death of her
sister.

November 20-26
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)
November 27-December 3
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).
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Pastoral Care

November 29
Adults: Stuffed Pork Loin, Sweet Potato
Casserole, Green Bean Casserole,
Baked Apples, Salad, Yeast Roll
Kids: Grilled Chicken, Baked Potato Bar,
Fruit, Cookies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Financial Needs as of 11/18
$2,211,542
Receipts of 11/17
$2,064,377

Menu

November 22
There are no Wednesdays at First activities
on November 22.

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Reservations are required and must
be made on the church website or by
calling the Reception Desk by noon
on Monday prior to the meal. Serving
lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

11/21-25 AYMC Closed for 		
Refinishing Gym Floor
11/22 No Wednesdays at First 		
Activities
11/22-24 Church Offices Closed for
Thanksgiving
11/26 Baked Goods Due for College
Care Packages
10:30am Christ the King 		
		Sunday
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends
		 Support Group (Parlor)
11/29 Wednesdays at First Activities
12/1 10:30am First Friday Lunch and
		More
7:30pm Chicora Voices 		
		 Christmas Concert (ticketed
		 event in Sanctuary)
12/2 10:00am-12:30pm SEE:		
		 Praying with Mary – Jim Dant,
		Facilitator
12/3 9:30am Joint Sunday School for
		 Advent (Fellowship Hall)
10:30am First Sunday of 		
		Advent
		 Hanging of the Green
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
		Vocare

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!

Lula Whilden World
Missions Offering
Goal $125,000

as of 11/17
$63,341

Paul Adam, 1415 Pelham
Road, Greenville 29615,
joined FBG on Sunday,
November 12, by
statement of previous
profession of faith and
baptism from another denomination.
Paul is employed with Carolina Pools.

