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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Matthew 22:15-22
Sermon: Prerequisites for Mission
and Ministry
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “I Will Sing with the Spirit”
– RUTTER
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given
to the glory of God and in memory of
Wade, Eugene and Harriet Bryant; and
Lamar and Cema Chapman.
If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next
open Sunday is October 29.

Extended Session

Directors: Carmen and Max
Gravlee
Twos/Threes: Boggs and Miller
Howard
Fours: Caroline and Nick Reinhardt
Fives: Brandon and Leslie Roberts
Pianist: Cherry Marshall
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

I’m not sure how I missed it in my
first fifty-five years of life. I had
heard about it. I knew people that
were familiar with it. But somehow,
as time crept past, it never became
part of my life. It was not until
this year that I saw the movie
– and subsequently the stage
presentation of – The King and I.
And of course, it was the first time
I heard the song Getting to Know
You in its original context…
Getting to know you.
Know all about you.
Getting to like you.
Getting to hope you like me.
You may have missed it the last
two years. You know other people
who have attended. You’ve heard
how much fun and how inspiring
it is. Somehow time has crept
by and it’s never been part of
your calendar. I hope 2018 will
be the year you decide to attend
our Annual Churchwide Retreat.
Our congregation will once again
gather at YMCA Blue Ridge
Assembly in picturesque Black
Mountain, North Carolina during
the first weekend of March
(March 2-4, 2018). Our theme this

year is ‘Unmasking God.’ We will
be studying the stories of
Genesis 1-11 under the leadership
of Rev. Joy Yee, pastor, Nineteenth
Avenue Baptist Church. As usual,
there will be an abundance of
wonderful free-time activities for
your rest and recreation. We will
enjoy another Saturday evening
party (I’ve heard it’s a costume
party with live band this year!)
and a newly added ‘musical jams
around the campfire.’ This is a
weekend of (in the words of a
famous musical) “…getting to know
you.” It is a time we get to know
God and one another better.
I want to encourage you to
register for our retreat today!
Simply click on this link (https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwide-retreat/) and reserve
a space for your family. If you’ve
gone before, you know you don’t
want to miss it. If you’ve never
been, don’t miss it again. See you
there.
— Jim

COMMUNITY

Genesis Homes Honors Jim Childress
For three successive Sundays in September of 2005, a joint, adult Sunday School
class was held in the FBG Parlor. The speaker, Deborah McKetty, reported on the
results of an exhaustive study on the needs for affordable housing in Greenville.
(Deborah is currently the CEO of Community Works of Carolina, an organization
that provides financial education, lending, and investing for underserved
families and communities.) In the course of her remarks, Deborah stated,
“One of the best approaches to meeting the needs for affordable housing is to
create a Community Development Corporation (CDC).” And then she made this
statement, “Even churches can form a CDC.”
Deborah’s comment quickly became the impetus for our church forming what
we now know as Genesis Homes. Incorporated as a nonprofit Community
Development Corporation in 2006, from its inception, Genesis Homes has
benefitted from the superb leadership of its President and CEO, Jim Childress.
Jim is retiring from this position, but his leadership in this organization, along
with his strong advocacy on behalf of the needs of low-wealth families in our
community, will be felt for generations to come. Under Jim’s leadership, Genesis
Homes is responsible for building nearly 50 new, affordable homes, and currently
owns an additional 30-40 lots that will be developed in the near future.
At a reception on July 13th, residents and leaders of neighborhoods where affordable homes have been
built, City of Greenville officials, members of the Genesis Homes Board of Directors, FBG staff members,
supporters and long-time friends of Jim, gathered to congratulate, honor, and express their profound
appreciation to him for his 11 years of faithful and stellar leadership as President of Genesis Homes. Ginny
Stroud, Community Development Administrator for the City of Greenville, read and presented an official
proclamation from City Council declaring July 13, 2017, as Jim Childress Day in the City of Greenville.
In remarks about his tenure, Jim characteristically gave credit and thanks to the many people who have
supported and assisted him along the way – his amazing wife, Ethel, was at the top of that list! And then Jim
reflected on what has meant the most to him over his 11 years of service. Jim said, “The opportunity to meet
and develop genuine friendships with many residents, the chance to learn and understand the struggles many
of our fellow citizens face on a daily basis, and the blessing of being able to earn the trust of the residents we
have assisted, this has been the highlight...this has meant the most to me. It’s been a true blessing.”
Congratulations, Jim, and many thanks for your outstanding leadership of Genesis Homes.
— Baxter Wynn

Lula Whilden World Missions Offering
COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP (CBF)
MISSIONS

A core component of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s mission is placement
of field personnel in more than 30 countries and regions across the globe. These
amazing leaders are serving the most impoverished and marginalized communities
in places like Kiev, Ukraine; Harding, Ethiopia; Bass, Cambodia; but also Raleigh,
NC; Houston, TX; and Atlanta, GA. The CBF field personnel represent one of the
main reasons the Lula Whilden World Missions Offering was created and why it is so
important that the entire congregation continues to support it each year.
Missy Ward-Angalla serves as a CBF field personnel in Kampala, Uganda, where she is the refugee women’s advocacy
coordinator for Refuge and Hope International. Many of you have had the opportunity to meet and listen to Missy’s
powerful story during one of her visits to our church. Missy and her team serve more than 1,000 urban refugees annually,
working to holistically empower them through discipleship, leadership, educational and development opportunities, and
by walking alongside them as they rebuild their lives. To learn more about Missy and other CBF field personnel, click
here http://www.cbf.net/field-personnel-list/
Lula Whilden donations can be made through the end of the year and our goal is $125,000. Please remember CBF, along
with the Alliance of Baptists and CBFSC, is directly impacted by your generosity.
— Ryan Dennis

And a child shall lead them…
ENJOY THESE THOUGHTS FROM OUR CHILDREN’S SABBATH SPEAKERS
CHILDREN

What was it like for you to lead our church on Children’s
Sabbath? Did you enjoy it? How did it make you feel?
— It felt fun and cool to lead in worship. I felt like a
leader. Ford McDonald
— It felt powerful to read and lead the church and worship.
And it was nice that people could know who I am since my
name was in the bulletin- they could put my name and my
face together. Nate Marshall
— It was exciting. It felt like I was the pastor. Jayne Womack
— It was great! It made me feel important. Meredith
Warthen
— I enjoyed being part of something wonderful. It felt great
to worship God in this way. Kate Fuller
— I thought it was fun. I would want to do it more. Sam
Union
— Awesome! I like speaking and everyone was listening!
Seanna Johnstone

Why do you think our church chooses to do Children’s
Sabbath each year?
— I think it is important because if you are never a
leader you are always a follower, and if you are always
a follower you never grow in your spiritual journey. Ava
Grace Hart
— It seems like the adults are always doing
everything; the kids should get a chance, too. Grayson
Snyder
— It’s important for children to lead worship because
God loves the children as much as anyone else and
children get a voice from doing this. Wells Shelley
— I think it’s important for children to have the chance
to lead worship, because they might want to lead their
own church one day. Sawyer Cruce
— I think it’s important because it helps us understand
the service since we are leading the service. I think it
helps the younger children too since they are watching
people their age lead the service. Sydney Smith

October 16-22
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
October 23-29
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Care List

as of 10/16/17
Hospitals
MUSC: Amy Paul Carr
Returned Home: Shirley Young to the
Woodlands
Sympathy to...
…the family of Anna Katherine Armitage.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

On Call Nights and Weekends

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Pastoral Care

October 25
Adults: Meatloaf with Brown Gravy or
Tomato Sauce, Scalloped Potatoes, Mixed
Veggies, Salad, Yeast Roll
Kids: Pigs in a Blanket, Tater Tots, Fruit,
Ice Cream Sandwich

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 CLeveland Street

Financial Needs as of 10/14
$1,971,157
Receipts of 10/12
$1,768,405

Menu

October 18
Adults: Braised Pork Roast, Octoberfest
German Potato Salad, Stewed Cabbage
with Apples, Green Salad, Kummelweck
Rolls, Apple Cake with Caramel
Kids: Ham and Cheese Rollups, Buttered
Egg Noodles, Fruit, Brownies

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Reservations are required and must
be made on the church website or by
calling the Reception Desk by noon on
Monday prior to the meal. Serving lines
are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

10/17 9:00am-4:00pm Holy Rollers to
		 Lake Lure for Lunch and Boat
		Tour
Noon Hop On, Hop Off Tour of
		 the Bible (Fellowship Hall)
10/18 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/22 9:30am Guided Prayer 		
		 Practicum in Fellowship Hall –
		 Stephanie Patterson
10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
4:00pm Vocare (Choir Room)
5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends
		 Support Group (Parlor)
10/24 10:00am-before dark
		 Roadrunners to Lunch at
		 Larkin’s Carolina Grill and Tour
		 Tryon International Equestrian
		Center
Noon Hop On, Hop Off Tour of
		 the Bible (Fellowship Hall)
10/25 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/29 9:30am Guided Prayer 		
		 Practicum in Fellowship Hall –
		 Stephanie Patterson
10:30am Reformation Sunday
		 Bill Leonard, Proclaimer

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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