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WORSHIP
Sunday,
September 10, 2017

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Matthew 6:24-33
Sermon: The Abundant Mirage
Anthem: “I Will Be a Child of
Peace” – arr. HAGENBERG
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloists: Barbara and Gayle Gulley
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

No flowers are yet scheduled for
Sunday, September 10. If you would
like to donate flowers to adorn our
Sanctuary for worship this Sunday or
any other, please contact Kimberly
Coates at 233-2527 ext. 128 or
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com.

Extended Session

Directors: Doug and Laura Stout
Twos/Threes: Boggs and Miller
Howard
Fours: Andy and Cassidy Ethridge
Fives: Darin Gehrke and
Cherington Shucker
Pianist: Peggy Neilson
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

It didn’t happen all at once. In fact, I
can’t really pinpoint a moment or a
minute or a month when it occurred.
As I glance back over the last three
years, I recognize it just sort of
evolved.
I’ve gained fifteen pounds since
moving to Greenville. Unless I’m
delusional, it has barely changed my
appearance. My clothes do fit a bit
snugger, and I feel I’m moving more
slowly. My doctor says my fitness level
is still in the upper percentile of men
my age; many fifty-five year olds would
love to be where I am, but the fact
remains: I’ve gained fifteen pounds.
I’d like to blame it on the multitude
of downtown restaurants within
easy reach of my condo or on you –
parishioners who feed me well in their
homes and drop snacks by the office.
I know why I am where I am. Over the
last three years, my exercise routine
has waned. I’m running less, biking
rarely and have essentially stopped
swimming. I shared this information
with the Personnel Committee in
January and resolved to resume my
active lifestyle. I’m starting this month.
Okay, it’s later than I had planned, but

at last I’m doing it! Saturday morning,
I hit the Swamp Rabbit Trail for my
first ‘long run’ in months. The muscle
memory was there, some members
of the church were there, and it felt
good to be back. Who knows? Another
month or two and the fifteen pounds
may be gone…
I often hear friends and parishioners
talk about a certain lethargy in their
spiritual life. They feel disconnected
from God or the church community.
They feel plateaued and sluggish
in their prayers and faith practice.
They feel the weight of life and it
never seems to be relieved. In our
conversation, I often find they have
stopped attending Sunday School…
sometimes even worship. They aren’t
sure when it happened. They can’t
pinpoint a moment or a minute or a
month…it just happened over time.
Getting back in the room is often the
first step to lifting life’s weight. Feeling
the peace of the church’s context and
engaging a caring community of faith.
It took some effort for me to ‘get on
the road again.’ It might take some
effort for you to step back into the
classroom or sanctuary, but I believe
it will take a weight off your life. I’ll see
you in Sunday School and worship
this Sunday…and maybe even on the
Swamp Rabbit Trail…
— Jim

Reminders
Wednesday, September 6
Wednesdays at First
Activities Resume

Sunday, September 10
Stewardship Breakfast/
Sunday Activities for
Youth Resume

Friday, October 13
San Francisco’s Gay Men’s
Chorus and Oakland
Interfaith Gospel Choir

MISSIONS

September Churchwide Fruit Drive
As we did last year in September, we will boost our ongoing collection of canned fruit for United Ministries with a
month-long fruit drive, and we need your participation! You
were so generous during last year’s drive (we more than
doubled our goal of 1000 cans with a total of 2380 cans!),
so we are raising the bar this year with a goal of 2500 cans.
Last year’s successful drive was a joint effort of many
groups: Kindergarten and ITP (now joined to be First Baptist
Day School), Greenville Tech Charter High School (who
uses our gym regularly), various basketball players who use
the AYMC, and members of our congregation. The 5-year
Kindergarten class made our collection boxes and helped
load the cans into cars, vans and trucks for the delivery.
Members then delivered them to United Ministries. We are
excited to have the opportunity again this year for a joint
mission endeavor between these groups.

The fruit you donate is an important part of the
transformational work of United Ministries. During the past
year, you joined others in the Greenville community to
make $60,000 in food donations. You helped assure that
individuals and families didn’t go hungry. In addition to that,
your donations of fruit allowed United Ministries to spend
the money they would have used to purchase food toward
other services (rent assistance, continuing education, job
training and more) to help stabilize individuals and families.
Between January-June, United Ministries has already
assisted over 900 households with food donations.
Thank you for bringing your fruit to FBG during September.
Let’s all join together to meet (or beat) our 2500 can goal!
— Susan Shelley, Missions Committee

What? Canned Fruit Drive for United Ministries
When? September
Where? 3 drop off locations: AYMC, Rotunda, Reception Area
How many? 2500 Cans
What size? ~15 oz cans or individual serving cups
Questions? Call me at 864-346-8684

PASTORAL CARE

Grief Support Group
BEGINS OCTOBER 2017
Are you experiencing the grief of living without a loved one? Are
you interested in meeting with others from your church who have
experienced loss? If so, I will be leading a grief support group at our
church beginning October 11th and going through November 15th. For
six Wednesdays in a row, we will meet together from 4:00-5:15pm in
the Prayer Room (E-317) beside the Carpenter Chapel. There will be
limited space, and you must sign up to be a part of the group. Please
contact me via email (kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com) or
phone (864.233.2527) to sign up. After our meeting time, you can even
head downstairs with me to eat and enjoy the community of Wednesdays
at First in the Fellowship Hall. This is the second iteration of our grief
support group, and I look forward to this continuing in the future.
— Kendra

Wind Ensemble
SEPTEMBER 17
MUSIC

The South Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts and
Humanities Wind Ensemble under the direction of Dr.
David Hamilton will serve as our guest musicians for
worship on Sunday, September 17.
SCGSAH is a public, residential high school offering
complete arts and academic curricula for gifted students
from across the state. The SCGSAH Wind Ensemble
offers students an opportunity to study and perform music
written for large and small combinations of woodwind,
brass and percussion instruments. The Wind Ensemble
has presented concerts around the state performing at the
Peace Center in Greenville, the Brooks Center in Clemson,
the Verne Smith Auditorium at Greenville Tech, as well
as other venues. In 2002 and 2003, the Wind Ensemble
performed for President George W. Bush on his visits to
Greenville, and in 2001 received the Concert Achievement
Award from the S.C. Band Directors Association.

The ensemble performs works from the standard repertory,
spanning a period from the sixteenth century to the
present.
The Wind Ensemble will accompany the Sanctuary Choir
on their anthem, Wilberg’s arrangement of “Come, Thou
Fount of Every Blessing” in addition to playing on their
own and with congregational hymns. Please make every
effort to be in your pew and sing with gusto on Sunday,
September 17.
— Kimberly

Annual Church Picnic
Join us for our Annual Church Picnic on Sunday,
October 8, at 4:00pm at the home of Pat and Mary
Lou Hartness, 300 Smith Road Greenville, SC
29615. We will have barbecue, chicken, and all
the fixin’s for $10/meal for 6th grade and older, $5/
meal for 5th grade and under.

RECREATION

OCTOBER 8 AT 4:00PM

Our Church Picnic is FREE for church guests;
please contact Matt Rollins (matt.rollins@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) for details.
What to Bring? Lawn Chairs and Tailgate Games.
What activities will be available? Bluegrass music, Hay rides,
Firetrucks, and great food!
Visit here to make reservations and payment for meals!
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/annual-church-picnic/

Our church picnic will be a great event full of
fellowship and fun! So come on out, and we
encourage you to bring a guest!
— Mary Carol

Two prayer groups will resume meeting this month. Each of these groups is always open to new members and visitors.
Centering Prayer will resume its Tuesday gatherings on
September 5. This group gathers weekly, 11:00am-noon, in
the Prayer Room (E-317) next to Carpenter Chapel. For more
information contact Susan D’Amato (420-2016).

Intercessory Prayer will resume its Friday gatherings on
September 22. This group meets weekly at 9:00am in E-340. For
more information, contact Mareon Stall (288-2447).

CHURCH LIFE

Prayer Groups Resume

September 4-10
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
370-2522 ext. 199
September 11-17
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please call
the Church Office, 233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “3” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots,
Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Care List

as of 9/3/17
Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Monty Lafitte
Returned Home: Harvey Sanders
Sympathy to...
…Nancy Brown and family in the death of
her sister.
…the family of Ethel Wright.
…Kat Loving in the death of her nephew.
…Gary Harris and family in the death of
his uncle.
Congratulations to…
…Anna and Thomas Woodham on the
birth of a son, Matthew Mobley Woodham,
on August 29, 2017 in Annandale, Virginia.
Matthew’s older brother is John Robert.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

On Call Nights and Weekends

September 13
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, Roasted
Veggies, Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Pastoral Care

Menu

September 6
Adults: Pasta Bar, Salad, Italian Green
Beans, French Bread
Kids: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles,
Fruit, Cookies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 CLeveland Street

Financial Needs as of 9/2
$1,682,695
Receipts of 8/31
$1,520,075

Reservations are required and must be
made by noon on Monday prior to the
meal. Serving lines are open
4:45-6:00pm.

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First with Wednesday
Night Supper will resume September 6.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

9/6 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/8 6:00pm Senior Adult Banquet
		 (Fellowship Hall)
9/10 8:30-9:15am  Stewardship
		Breakfast
9:30am Protecting Our Children
		(E-317)
10:30am Service of 		
		Communion
		 Senior Adult Sunday
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
11:30-1:30pm  Acolyte Training
4:00pm Vocare (Choir Room)
5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live
		 for Youth
9/13 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/15 6:00-8:00pm  Children’s 		
Ministries Event: Movie and
Pizza Night
9/17 10:30am  Recognition of First
		 Grade Children
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
		 SCGSAH Wind Ensemble
9/17 11:30am Church Conference
		 with Youth Fundraiser Baked
		 Potato Bar (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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Introducing…
Stacie Snyder, 731 Dutchman
Court, Greer 29651, joined
First Baptist Greenville
on Sunday, August 20,
by statement of previous
profession of faith and
baptism from another
denomination. Stacie works as an RN with
Cardiology Consultants in Spartanburg.
Stacie and her husband, Ben, have two
children, Grayson and Brookelyn.
Charles and Miriam
Butler, 100 Greystone
Court, Seneca 29672,
joined First Baptist
Greenville during worship
on Sunday, August 27,
by transfer of letter from
another Baptist church. They are now
retired.

Church Conference & Youth Fundraiser
Baked Potato Bar
September 17, 11:30am
Fellowship Hall

