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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Annunciation Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-14; Luke 1
Sermon: Hope for God’s Future
Anthem: “Jesus, Springing” 
—CHILCOTT
Service Choirs: Archangel, Treble,
Melody and Sanctuary Choirs
Soloists: Kerby Baier and
Emma Zyriek
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary today
are given by members of the Blue
Heaven Class in honor of Jimmy and
Peggy Paul and in memory of Peggy’s
parents, James Bell and Margaret Bell.
If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship
this Sunday or any other, please
contact Kimberly Coates at 2332527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The first
available dates are March 19 and 26.

Extended Session

Directors: Elizabeth and Sean Union
Infant/Toddler: Doug and Laura
Stout
Twos/Threes: Ann Godfrey and JR
Christy
Fours: Boggs and Miller Howard
Fives: Carrie and Herbert Rieder
Pianist: Cherry Marshall
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

This year will mark my 35th
anniversary as an ordained
minister. I was ordained to Gospel
Ministry in November 1982. I was
a twenty-one old college student
who was serving as pastor of
congregation in Decatur, Georgia.
I had served as Minister to Youth
in this congregation for two years.
The Senior Minister suffered a
stroke during the latter of those
two years. He was unable to
recover from the stroke, and I was
eventually invited to pastor the
church. His inability to continue to
lead provided both an opportunity
and a demand on my life. By
ordaining me, the church placed a
trust in me. They invested in me,
and I invested a significant portion
of my life and energies in them. It
was a turning point in my sense
of place in the church. It shaped
me for the future…and to some
degree...I shaped the church for
her future.
This Sunday, March 26, I’m inviting
our young adults (aged 21-40)
to join me for a luncheon in the

Reminders
We are compiling a list of those from our
congregation planning to attend. Please
contact Laura Stout by April 2
if you plan to attend.

Fellowship Hall after worship.
The meal will cost you nothing.
The presentation will be brief.
You may feel free to bring your
children. I would like to share with
you how First Baptist Greenville
(FBG) can make a difference
in your future and how you can
make a difference in the future
of First Baptist. You may not
consider yourself a ‘leader’ in the
congregation of FBG, but each of
you is vital to the continued health
of this congregation… and this
congregation provides an essential
perspective and foundation for
your life.
My life was shaped by the trust
placed in me by a congregation
in Decatur, Georgia, over thirty
years ago. This Sunday, allow
me to share with you the degree
to which I am trusting you – this
congregation is trusting you – to
pick up the mantle of leadership.
You may call the church office to
make your reservation or respond
to the Evite (if you received one). I
hope to see you Sunday…
— Jim

CHILDREN

Swimming and Playing Time
Enjoy these photos from the Children’s Ministries March
outing to the Kroc Center.
— Becky

CHURCH LIFE

Dear Church Family,
Over five years ago, I was blessed with the
unexpected opportunity to serve as the
administrative assistant of First Baptist Greenville’s
Youth Ministry. Right away the staff and members
of First Baptist welcomed me with open arms, and
I quickly fell in love with a job I thought would only
last a year or two. While I not only love my job, I love
each and every person who comes with it. This is
why, after much thoughtful soul searching, it is with
great sadness that I must announce my resignation
effective at the end of April. Reaching this decision
was very difficult for me, but I am simply at a point
where I’m struggling to juggle the demands of both
my family and of FBG’s Youth Ministry.

Working at First Baptist became much more than just
a job for me. It became a relationship. It has become
a relationship with the youth who I watch grow. It has
become a relationship with the youth’s parents who
trust my leadership and guidance over their children.
It has become a relationship with the members of
FBG who support our Youth Ministry. It has become
a relationship with the staff who respect my work
and talents. These relationships have become a
tremendous part of my life – they have become a
family to me. Thank you for allowing me to be a part
of this church and of your lives.
— Kendall Parks

LET’S EXPLORE THE ART OF GETTING ALONG!
The Cothran Center for Vocational Reflection at
Furman University has taken a group of students
the last four years to the Corrymeela Community in
Northern Ireland to be led through experiential play,
art, dialogue, work, mealtimes and shared community
to embrace difference and learn how to have difficult
conversations.

Sign up for Saturday here - https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/see-the-spirituality-ofpeace-and-reconciliation/
To learn more about Corrymeela, visit www.
corrymeela.org

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT

The Spirituality of Peace and Reconciliation

— Matt

Two representatives from Corrymeela, poet Pádraig
Ó Tuama, and artist Jonny McEwen, will be guests
of the Cothran Center and Furman University in early
April, and our guests on two occasions that week as
well.
Join us for MidWeek Fellowship on Wednesday,
April 5, for an overview of their community of conflict
ministry and then on the morning of Saturday,
April 8, for some hands-on sessions as Padraig
and Jonny lead us through exercises to expand our
understanding of truth telling and hope in the name of
Christian peace and reconciliation.

(Pictured are Rolyn Rollins, Jonny McEwen and John Harris.)

Easter Lilies
HONOR SOMEONE YOU LOVE

Phone Number:
Email Address (if applicable):
Number of Gifts ($17.50 each):
In honor of:
To celebrate Easter, an arrangement of lilies will be placed in the
Sanctuary as both honorary and memorial gifts. All gifts will be
published in the newsletter and placed on the church website.
If you wish to make a gift toward this arrangement, send the
following information to the attention of Kimberly Coates at the
church (847 Cleveland Street, Greenville, SC 29601):
— Kimberly

In memory of:
Please make checks payable to
First Baptist Church.
Orders should be received by
Palm Sunday, April 9.

EASTER

Name:

March 20-26
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (h)
370-2522 ext. 199
March 27-April 2
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please call
the Church Office, 233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “3” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:15pm		
Youth Choir
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Care List

as of 3/20/17
Hospitals
As far as we are aware on March 20,
there are no members in the hospital.
Returned Home: Mary Barr Belke,
Juli Morrow, Jim Cauble, Garnette Bane
Sympathy to...
…Rhonda Traynham and family in the
death of her uncle.
Congratulations to...
Christopher and Maria Counts on the
birth of a son, Hammett Bates Counts
II, on March 9, 2017, in Brooklyn, New
York. Grandparents in our church are
Lee and Pat Counts.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

On Call Nights and Weekends

Kids: Chicken Fingers, French Fries,
Veggie Sticks, Cookies

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Pastoral Care

March 29
Lemon Pepper Chicken, Potatoes au
Gratin, Squash Casserole, Salad,
Yeast Rolls

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 CLeveland Street

Financial Needs as of 3/18
$528,847
Receipts of 3/13
$376,590

Menu

March 22
Fried Chicken, Broccoli Casserole,
Pineapple Casserole, Spinach Salad,
Garlic Butter Biscuits
Kids: Fish Sticks, Buttered Corn, Sweet
Potato Fries, Fruit, Cookies

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Reservations are required and must be
made by noon on Monday prior to the
meal. Serving lines are open
4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

3/21 9:00am-5:30pm Roadrunners
		 to Lunch at Blue Willow Inn in
		 Social Circle, GA
3/22 Wednesdays at First
MidWeek Fellowship: 		
		 Confession Kyle Matthews,
		Proclaimer
3/23 7:00-8:00pm Roadrunners
Double Feature of Trips (Parlor)
3/24-25 Neighborhood Partnership
		 Yard Sale
3/26 10:30am Fourth Sunday in Lent
		 Annunciation Sunday
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
2:00-5:00pm Furman Panel: “Is
‘Civil Discourse’ Overrated?
		 Biblical and Theological
		 Perspectives on Deference
and Respect for Authority”
		 (Fellowship Hall)
5:00-7:00pm LGBTQ Support
		 Group (Parlor)
3/29 Wednesdays at First
MidWeek Fellowship: Worship
		 Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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Anniversary Party
It has been 20 years since First
Baptist welcomed the Othmans,
a Kurdish family resettling from
Iraq. Many of you helped to prepare
their home, provide transportation,
teach and love them. Let’s celebrate
this milestone with them!
Sunday, March 26
2:00-4:00pm
59 Forest Lane
Greenville, SC
Questions? Call Susan K. Shelley 3468684

Lenten Booklets
Booklets to guide your meditation
along this Lenten journey are available
at the Reception Desk. Pick up your
copy of Open My Eyes, Lord: Seeing
God at Work in My Life by Kathy
McGovern.

