The

BRANCH
March 6, 2017

WORSHIP
Sunday,
March 12, 2017

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Second Sunday in Lent
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: 1 Kings 18:20-40;
Mark 6:45-52
Sermon: Hope for God’s Presence
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary this
Sunday are given by the SeminarCorder Class in memory of their
deceased members.
If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next
available dates are March 19 and 26.

Extended Session
Directors: Elizabeth and Sean
Union
Infants/Toddlers: Jenny and Ming
Lee
Twos/Threes: Jay and Kimberly
Stephens
Fours: Jennifer and Jeremy
Murphy
Fives: Justin and Whitney Blum

I’ve never been comfortable asking
favors of parishioners. I can’t
remember asking any favors of you
for the past two and a half years.
I am going to ask a favor today…
because this favor will benefit you as
much as it will benefit me.
I would like for you to give me,
the Sanctuary Choir, your fellow
South Carolina Baptist family, a
guest speaker and God the last
Friday evening in March. On
March 31, the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of South Carolina will
celebrate our 25th Anniversary at
First Baptist Greenville. Worship
will begin at 7:00pm and will be led
by our Sanctuary Choir (always
phenomenal) and Rev. Joy Yee
(Pastor of Nineteenth Avenue
Baptist Church, San Francisco, CA;
former National Moderator of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship; one
of the most insightful and inspiring
preachers I know; and… my best
friend). I want the house full for
these worship leaders. Guests will

Pianist: Peggy Nielson

be here from Cooperative Baptist
Churches throughout our state and
visiting from other states. I want
the house full for our guests. The
leadership of CBF South Carolina
– past and present will be with
us. I want the house full for those
who serve us. Within the context
of worship, we will hear how our
church and others have ministered
in our state and abroad. I want the
house full of people who celebrate
generosity and growth.
You do not have to register to
attend, but if you require childcare
or would like to share a meal in
the Fellowship Hall at 5:45 pm,
registration is required and can be
made at this site: https://cbfsc.org/
news/general-assembly-2017
I’ve never been comfortable asking
favors of parishioners. I can’t
remember asking any favors of you
for the past two and a half years.
I am going to ask a favor today.
I would love to have a Sunday
morning crowd at CBFSC’s 25th
Anniversary worship service.
It would be a gift to all those
participating in the service… a gift
to me… and, of course, worship is
always a gift to God.

Reminders

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner
Save the Date

March 18 - Operation Inasmuch
Registration is open at
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
oiam2017/ !

— Jim

AYMC

C. Dan Joyner Mission Backpack Race Recap
Saturday, February 18, was a beautiful morning in more ways than
just the weather. About 225 people from all over Greenville gathered
at the AYMC and ballfields to run, walk or just enjoy a Waffle
House breakfast. As expected, Jim Dant, “the world’s slowest
runner,” came in last and he contributed $1.00 for every person
that was in front of him. With that donation and all of the other
wonderful contributions, we raised over $5,400 which goes straight
to buy food for Mission Backpack. That amount will feed twenty
children on the weekends for a year! Thank you to everyone who
participated and contributed.
— Mittie

CHURCH LIFE

Deacon Nominating Committee Election 2017
FBC members are requested to submit nominations for the 2017 Deacon Nominating Committee:
Ed Good will serve as the 2017 Deacon Nominating Committee chair.
Nominees for the additional eight Deacon Nominating Committee members are requested early in the year so the
committee can be formed and begin their work during the summer months.
In the fall, Deacon Nominating Committee members will contact Deacon nominees equal to the number of
vacancies on the Diaconate as to their willingness to serve.
Once the slate of new deacons is complete, it is submitted to the church for a vote.
Installation, ordination and service of new deacons are in early January.
Below is a ballot that will be used in submitting recommendations for the eight positions on the Deacon
Nominating Committee. Ballots will also be available on Sunday morning, March 12. Ballots must be signed by
members. They may be placed in the offering plate or returned
to the church office by Monday, March 20.
Because the persons on the committee are ineligible to serve
again for two years, do not nominate any of the following:
Pat Booker-Christy, Jeanette Cothran, Greg Crowe, Susan
Dodson, Ed Good, John Jones, Pam Jones, Mike Kellett, Freda
Lark, Charles McDonald, Jennifer Murphy, Neil Rabon, Marie
Richards, Cherron Saad, Louise Stanford, Henry Watkins, and
Jamie Womack.

Focus on Missions
Greenville’s Gift will be one of our service sites for Operation Inasmuch on March 18, where volunteers will sort items
and pack gift bags for new mothers, led by team leaders Becky Bouton and Rolyn Rollins. If you haven’t registered for
Operation Inasmuch, follow the link here to join in the fun morning of missions and fellowship at over 20 sites in our local
community: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/oiam2017/
Greenville’s Gift is a new 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to clothing newborns in need in the Greenville
community. While many babies are born to families who have the means to provide for them in terms of clothing and
blankets, other families are unable to provide these necessary items. Greenville’s Gift works to bridge this gap and
to meet their needs. The objective of Greenville’s Gift is to collect gently used and new infant clothing and blankets
from the Greenville Community and then gift these items to moms in financial need.
Donations of gently used
Greenville’s Gift will rely on community agencies and local hospitals to identify the
(clean
and no visible stains)
recipients. Local clinics and hospitals will present the gift bags to moms at the end of
or new:
their pregnancy or during their stay in the hospital. The hope is to make new moms
and babies feel celebrated and loved by the Greenville community by presenting
• Clothing (size 0-12 months)
beautifully wrapped gift bags filled with newborn essentials.
including onesies, footed
To learn more, visit greenvillesgift.org or contact Marshall Johnson at greenvillesgift@ pajamas and outfits
gmail.com.
• Baby blankets
Please place your donations in the baby crib near the Reception Desk or in a purple
• Socks and Hats
collection bin around the church. Thank you for your generosity!
									— Laura

• Bibs and Burp Cloths

Operation Inasmuch
MARCH 18, 2017
Do you see those smiling faces? Their hearts are filled with
joy because they are serving their community alongside
fellow church family members. Operation Inasmuch can
give you a tangible way to lend a helping hand to someone
in need in Greenville as you strengthen relationships with
your church family. Many of you have already joined teams
and will be hearing from your team leaders this week. We
still have space on many projects and need more smiling
faces and helping hands. If you haven’t yet registered,
please register today to join us for a memorable morning
of service and fellowship. Examples of project sites still
needing help are Greenville Free Medical Clinic, Serenity
Place, United Ministries, Safe Harbor, and various homes
in Nicholtown.

Registration for projects and links to order lunch and
t-shirts can be found at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/oiam2017/. The pizza lunch fellowship in the AYMC
features Barley’s pizza and TCBY yogurt sundaes. Lunch
is free for first-time participants and children 5K and
younger; it is only $5 for everyone else. If you have any
questions, contact Shanda LaForge (shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-370-2522 ext. 111) or
Laura Stout (laura.stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com or
864-370-2522 ext.145) in the Missions Office.
— Laura and Shanda

MISSIONS

Thanks to your generous donations of baby items for Greenville’s Gift the past two months, our crib is overflowing with
cuddly baby clothes and blankets! We will continue our collection until March 10, so you are welcome to add your items
this week. Read more information below about the organization and items we are collecting.

Kids: Soft Tacos, Refried Beans,
Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:15pm		
Youth Choir
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Care List

as of 3/6/2017
Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Caroline Maddox and
infant Landon Maxwell Maddox

Pastoral Care

Returned Home: KC Spengeman, Joan Puryear,
Earline Shabkie, Melanie Smith and infant
Allen Darby Smith III, Leah Allen and newborn
Richard Kingsley “Ford” Allen IV

On Call Nights and Weekends

Sympathy to...

March 6-12
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
370-2522 ext. 199
March 13-19
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please call
the Church Office, 233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “3” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots,
Fruit, St. Patty’s Cupcakes

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

March 15
Braised Irish Stew, Roasted Potatoes,
McAndrew’s Soda Bread, Green Salad,
Luck o’ the Irish Brownies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 CLeveland Street

Financial Needs as of 3/4
$432,693
Receipts of 3/2
$323,902

Menu

March 8
Fish Tacos, Black Beans, Seasoned Rice,
Salad, Dessert

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Reservations are required and must be
made by noon on Monday prior to the
meal. Serving lines are open
4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

3/6-9 Kindergarten Book Fair (Parlor)
3/8
Wednesdays at First
MidWeek Fellowship: 		
		 Submission 			
		 Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer
3/10 10:30am First Friday Lunch
		 and More (Fellowship Hall)
3/12 9:30am Protecting Our 		
		 Children (E-317)
10:30am Second Sunday in
		Lent
		Communion
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
2:15-4:15pm Children’s Event:
		 Swim at Kroc Center
5:00-7:30pm Youth Guys/Gals
		 Talk Series (AYMC Terrace
		Level)
3/14 7:30am-7:00pm Holy 		
		 Rollers to McAfee Packing
		 Company in Wrightsville,
		GA
3/15 Wednesdays at First
MidWeek Fellowship: Service
Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!
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Introducing...
Danette Patterson,
108 Wild Geese Way,
Travelers Rest 29690,
joined First Baptist during
worship on Sunday,
February 26, by previous
profession of faith and baptism. Danette
is employed by Sterling Methods as an
independent consultant.

…Wyline Holder and family in the death of her
brother.
…Richard Allen and family in the death of his
father.
…the family of Joan Cauble.
…the family of Champ Scott.
Congratulations to...
Darby and Melanie Smith on the birth of a
son, Allen Darby Smith III, born February 24,
2017. Darby’s older sister is Millie, and his
grandmother in our church is Rosemary New.
James and Brett Barbare Flowers on the birth of
a son, James Louis Flowers Jr., on February 24,
2017. Louie’s grandparents in our church are
Judy and Ron Barbare.

The Landis family – Laurin, Patti, Joey,
Drew, Garrett, Jarred, Jacob and
Grace – 1032 Abner Creek Road, Greer
29651, also joined FBG during worship
on Sunday, February 26, by previous
profession of faith and baptism. Laurin
works at the Pelham Batesville Fire
Department, and Patti works at Greenville
County Animal Care.

