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BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Transfiguration Sunday
Youth Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon: Here’s a Story for You
Anthem: “Oh, Yes! Oh, Yes! Wait ’Til I
Git on My Robe”
– arr. HOWORTH;
“Spirit, Moving over Chaos”
– CLARK/WHITE
Service Choir: Youth Choir
Service Instrumentalists: Youth Strings
Soloist: Hannah James, Piano

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary today are given
by Dawn Strickland in gratitude for her
husband, Bo Campbell, and their daughter,
Tigist, who share a birthday this week.
“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!”
Psalm 118:1 (NRSV)
The flowers in the Narthex are given by
the Youth Ministry in honor of the youth of
FBG whose energy and enthusiasm enable
us to dig deeper and soar higher than
we ever imagined and the Youth Sunday
School teachers and the Youth Committee
members whose dedication and support
throughout the year strengthen all of us,
Youth Family and youth leaders.
If you would like to donate flowers to adorn
our Sanctuary for worship, please contact
Kimberly Coates at 233-2527 ext. 128 or
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
The next available dates are
March 19 and 26.

We love the Bible, but we don’t
hang out a lot in 1 & 2 Kings.
Most of our time is spent in the
Gospels and the Psalms with a few
diversions into the vibrant stories
of Genesis, the poetry of Isaiah
and the theological labyrinth of
Paul’s letters – but 1 & 2 Kings?
Not so much.
We are not big fans of Lent either.
Compared to the pageantry of
Advent, the festivities of Christmas,
the dazzle of Epiphany, the
hallelujahs of Easter and the fire
of Pentecost…well…Lent is all
about ashes and repentance and
sin and stuff like that. Rarely have I
heard a soul proclaim, “Lent is my
favorite season of the year!”
So what could be better than
reading 1 & 2 Kings during the
Lenten Season?!? (It’s going
to be better than it sounds, I
promise.) The Lenten season
begins next Wednesday – Ash
Wednesday – March 1. Following

our midweek meal, we will move
to the Sanctuary, prayerfully open
our hearts to the challenge of this
season and receive the imposition
of ashes. On the five Sundays
that follow – leading up to Holy
Week, we will explore the story
of Elijah in 1 & 2 Kings. We will
watch for ravens, listen for winds,
strain to hear quiet voices, and
await heavenly fires as we trust
God’s promises of presence and
strength. This study of Elijah’s life
will culminate with the Sanctuary
Choir’s presentation of a portion
of Mendelsohn’s Elijah on Sunday
morning, April 2.
Lent may not be your favorite
season. 1 & 2 Kings may not be
your favorite biblical books. But
this season and those texts have
much to offer the struggles of your
life. Come and join your church
family in worship as we discover
the hope of the Lenten season.

Extended Session

Directors: Georgiana and Pat Gray
Infants/Toddlers: Gary and Laura Darnell
Twos/Threes: Beth and Stokely Holder
Fours: Marie and Steven Carpenter
Fives: Brad and EA Easterling
Pianist: Cherry Marshall
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Reminders
Save the Date
March 18 - Operation Inasmuch
Registration is open at
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
oiam2017/ !

— Jim

Youth Sunday, February 26
YOUTH

WE HAVE A STORY TO TELL
Around every corner there is a great story waiting to be discovered,
lived and retold, and people love to hear them! This year in our Youth
Family Bible study, we have been looking into the Bible—literally how it
was written and put together—and how we can connect with the stories
being told within its pages. Funny, I know! Where this is pretty much the
basis for every Bible study, this year we have taken a very intentional
look into the Bible and how we can enter into the biblical story. This
helps us to not just read scripture, often disconnected and confused as
to how it relates to us, but to read scripture in order to understand it as
a gateway to engage in God’s greater story. Our youth are discovering that each of us has our own stories that we
live out every day and often these stories can be paralleled to the biblical stories which in turn can teach us about
our role in God’s story.
Simply put…every person has a story, and every story is important. Join us on Youth Sunday as our youth tell their
stories of how they are discovering their responsibility and awareness of God’s love and work in their lives.
All of our Youth Family members are invited and encouraged to wear their Youth Family t-shirt and participate in
this special Youth Sunday worship service. Contact Mary Carol to purchase a Youth Family t-shirt for $10.
— Mary Carol

Souper Bowl of Caring and Monthly Missions Focus
Thanks for your generosity... and keep on giving! The Souper Bowl of Caring
offering collected at the close of worship on February 5 raised $1978.16! This
offering was sent to Greenville’s Gift who will use the funds to purchase clothing
for newborns in Greenville and gift them to mothers in financial need. In addition
to the offering, youth brought clothing items to their football viewing party—thank
you, youth! It’s not too late to help fill the crib at the Reception Desk with more
donations... We are continuing our collection through March 10. You may also
place your items in the purple bins located throughout the church.

ITEMS NEEDED
Gently used (clean and no
visible stains) or new:
• Clothing (size 0-12
months) including onesies,
footed pajamas and outfits

• Baby blankets
Greenville’s Gift is a new 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to clothing
• Socks and Hats
newborns in need in the Greenville community. While many babies are born to
families who have the means to provide for them in terms of clothing and blankets,
• Bibs and Burp Cloths
other families are unable to provide these necessary items. Greenville’s Gift works
to bridge this gap and to meet their needs.
The objective of Greenville’s Gift is to collect gently used and new infant
clothing and blankets from the Greenville Community and then gift these items
to moms in financial need. Greenville’s Gift will rely on community agencies
and local hospitals to identify the recipients. Local clinics and hospitals will
present the gift bags to moms at the end of their pregnancy or during their stay
in the hospital. The hope is to make new moms and babies feel celebrated and
loved by the Greenville community by presenting beautifully wrapped gift bags
filled with newborn essentials. To learn more, visit greenvillesgift.org or contact
Marshall Johnson at greenvillesgift@gmail.com.
— Laura and Mary Carol

A Lunch Filled with Love
CHILDREN

Our sixth annual Children’s Love
Luncheon with Senior Adults was a big
success! After worship on
February 12, over seventy adults and
children gathered in the Fellowship Hall
to get to know each other. We enjoyed
sharing a valentine’s lunch together,
playing games of Bingo in partners,
and making valentines for local kids at
Children’s Hospital. Both children and
children-at-heart had a wonderful time!
— Becky

Offering a meal to those who have experienced the
loss of a loved one is a wonderful opportunity for the
people of the church to remind those who are hurting
that they will be given sustenance and support on
their grief journey. The bereavement meal is a sacred
time to be with the family and to feed their souls by
feeding their stomachs. In order to ensure that every
member of our church family has the chance to
partake of this gift from their church family, we need
to have a group within the church that is ready and
willing to offer this ministry—that group is called the
Bereavement Committee. These folks can be on hand
if there is no Sunday School class or small group
that can offer this ministry—this is oftentimes for
families of our homebound folks who have not been
able to attend church in many years. If this sounds

like a ministry of which you would like to be a part,
please contact Ryland, the Pastoral Care Assistant,
either by phone (864-233-2527) or email (ryland.
brown@firstbaptistgreenville.com). If you are one of
those folks currently serving on the Bereavement
Committee, please look for communication from
myself or Ryland in the coming weeks and be ready
to continue serving as you have in years past! We
are especially in need of a person or two to chair this
committee. If you have ever been fed physically or
spiritually by a meal offered to your family after the
loss of a loved one, you know just how important this
ministry is. Please do your part to make sure others
feel the same love and care from their church.
— Kendra

PASTORAL CARE

Bereavement Committee Volunteers Needed

February 20-26
Kendra Plating
828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
February 27-March 5
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please call
the Church Office, 233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “3” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Kids: Meatballs, Buttered Corn,
Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:15pm		
Youth Choir
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			
Rehearsal

Care List

as of 2/20/17
Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Ellen Wilson,
Henry Barton
Returned Home: Champ Scott,
Elaine Payne, David Hodge, Earline
Shabkie to NHC-Mauldin, Shirley Roberts
to NHC-Green

Sympathy to...
…Ann Quattlebaum and family in the
death of her aunt.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

On Call Nights and Weekends

March 1
Beef Stroganoff served with Noodles,
Seasoned Mixed Vegetables, Green Salad,
Yeast Rolls, Dessert

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Pastoral Care

Kids: Grilled Cheese, Chicken Noodle
Soup, Fruit, Cookies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 CLeveland Street

Financial Needs as of 2/18
$336,539
Receipts of 2/15
$231,197

Menu

February 22
New England Clam Chowder, Loaded
Baked Potato Soup, Mediterranean
Sandwiches, Salad, Dessert

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Reservations are required and must be
made by noon on Monday prior to the
meal. Serving lines are open
4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

Wednesdays at First
MidWeek Fellowship: Solitude
Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer
2/26 10:30am Transfiguration 		
Sunday
Youth Sunday
Jim Dant, Proclaimer
Youth Choir
2/26 11:30am Basketball Banquet
		 (Fellowship Hall)
5:00-7:30pm Youth Guys/Gals
		 Talk Series - High School
		 Only (AYMC Terrace Level)
3/1
Wednesdays at First
6:15pm Ash Wednesday
Service in the Sanctuary is for
children, youth and adults.
3/3-5 Church Retreat			
		 Black Mountain, NC
3/5
10:30am First Sunday in Lent
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
		 All worship together in
		 Fellowship Hall – no child
		 care or Sunday School.

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

2/22

For Your Calendar!

Vol. LVIII February 20, 2017 No. 8

Transportation Needed?
The Transportation Committee, a part
of the Ministry to Families Committee,
offers rides for members to and from
medical appointments. Requests
need to be made five days in
advance. Those needing this service
may call me at 640-9644.
— Mary Bolt

Introducing...
Alan Hill, 713 Edwards Mill Road,
Taylors 29687, joined FBG during
worship on Sunday, February 12, by
transfer of letter.

