The

BRANCH
January 9, 2017

WORSHIP
Sunday,
January 15, 2017

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Communion
10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Luke 3:1-6; 21-23a
Sermon: Part of Your World
Anthems: “Walk in the Light”
– THOMAS
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Emma Zyriek
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary today are
given in loving memory of
Lois B. Green by her family.
If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next
available dates are January 15 and 29.

Extended Session

Directors: Caroline and Nick
Reinhardt
Infants/Toddlers: Chris and Kendra
Plating
Twos/Threes: Jay and Kimberly
Stephens
Fours: Ben and Elaine Barnhill
Fives: Derek and Renee Dunlap
Pianist: David Petty
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

Now that Christmas season has
passed, I feel free to spoil the story.
(Most folk know this…it’s really not a
spoiler.) Here it comes. Brace yourself.
There was probably no innkeeper in
the Christmas story. There, I said it. In
Luke 2:7, the Apostle writes, “(Mary)
laid him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn.” The
word translated ‘inn’ actually means
‘guest room’ and most likely referred
to the guest area of the family home.
After all, families had to travel back to
the home of origin to be taxed. Homes
weren’t very large. Every home had
a stable area for animals. And…there
just weren’t many hotels in first century
Israel. So, there probably wasn’t an
innkeeper in the Christmas story.
But, I loved playing the Innkeeper in
the Kindergarten Christmas Play last
month. I loved being able to find Jesus’
family a place to stay!
We all may get to play innkeeper this
year! We may have the opportunity
to find a family a place to stay. Laura
Stout – our Missions Coordinator – has
been working with World Relief to allow

our church to be a Good Neighbor
Team with a refugee family. We had
hoped to assist a Syrian family, but
due to restrictions in our state, this will
not be the case. This is a one-year
commitment that includes: helping a
family get settled into an apartment,
taking them grocery shopping, inviting
them to our homes for a culturally
appropriate meal, practicing English
(…and maybe learning their language),
all in the context of a growing
relationship. If you are interested in
supporting and/or assisting with this
wonderful opportunity, please attend
one of the 45-minute information
meetings being held here at FBG –
Wednesday, January 25, at 4:00pm in
the Parlor or Sunday, January 29, at
9:00am in the Fellowship Hall.
So maybe there was or maybe there
wasn’t an innkeeper in the Christmas
story. Either way, someone was family
and friend to the young couple in
need. Later in the holy family’s life,
they had to flee to Egypt to escape
the murderous brutality of King Herod.
Then, someone in a foreign land was
neighbor, family and friend to them.
When we do it to the least of these, we
do it to Jesus. I’m looking forwarding
to another shot at being an innkeeper
through World Relief. Peace.
— Jim

Reminders
Annual Churchwide Retreat
March 3-5, 2017
Online Registration

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwideretreat2017

Save the Date
March 18
Operation Inasmuch

CHURCH LIFE

Advent and Christmas at FBG
BELOW ARE SOME IMAGES FROM OUR DECEMBER EVENTS
THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM,
THE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF LESSONS AND
CAROLS AND THE CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE.

Church Retreat
MARCH 3-5
Above are some images from our church family worshiping together. Now it is
time to register for some extended time with your church family. Our church
retreat is scheduled for March 3-5 at the YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly in Black
Mountain, NC. The theme for this second annual retreat is “You Are Here” led
by our own Jim Dant. Don’t miss this opportunity to have fun with your church
family while enriching your spiritual life. Visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwideretreat2017/ to register for this wonderful event!

Focus on Missions
GREENVILLE’S GIFT
loved by the Greenville community by presenting
beautifully wrapped gift bags filled with newborn
essentials. To learn more, visit greenvillesgift.org or
contact Marshall Johnson at greenvillesgift@gmail.
com.

The objective of Greenville’s Gift is to collect gently
used and new infant clothing and blankets from the
Greenville Community and then gift these items to
moms in financial need. Greenville’s Gift will rely on
community agencies and local hospitals to identify
the recipients. Local clinics and hospitals will present
the gift bags to moms at the end of their pregnancy
or during their stay in the hospital. The hope is to
make new moms and babies feel celebrated and

Gently used (clean and no visible stains) or new:

Please place your donations in the purple collection
bins located around the church. Thank you for your
generosity!
— Laura

• Clothing (size 0-12 months) including onesies,
footed pajamas and outfits
• Baby blankets
• Socks and Hats
• Bibs and Burp Cloths

C. Dan Joyner Mission Backpack 5K Race and Walk
You don’t run or walk 3.1 miles?
There’s a place for everyone at
the race. How about the one mile
walk?
You’ll have children with you or
your pets? That’s okay. There’s
a fun run for the children and
leashed pets, and strollers are
always welcome.
Still a no go? You can always
come and eat breakfast provided
by Waffle House and visit with
your friends. We’ve covered all of
the bases.
It’s time again! Our 7th annual C.
Dan Joyner Mission Backpack 5K
race and walk is February 18 at
9:00am. We’ll gather downstairs at
the AYMC before heading out to
the recreation fields and Swamp
Rabbit Trail.

We always have a great time and
raise lots of money for our own
Mission Backpack efforts with
Duncan Chapel Elementary. It
takes $270 a year to feed a child
on the weekends. We currently
provide bags for 45 children, so

that’s about $12,000 a year in
food costs for these children.
Please go to localraces.com or
the church website today and
register to run or walk. Jim Dant
has issued his challenge again this
year and will pay $1.00 for every
person that crosses the finish line
before him. Don’t worry, we have
ways of making him come in last.
Breakfast-only participants do not
need reservations.
If you find you can’t make it on
February 18, please consider
making a donation to help
our efforts. Those 45 children
are counting on First Baptist
Greenville.
— Mittie

MISSIONS

During the months of January and February, our
church will collect baby items for Greenville’s
Gift. Greenville’s Gift is a new 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization dedicated to clothing newborns in need
in the Greenville community. While many babies
are born to families who have the means to provide
for them in terms of clothing and blankets, other
families are unable to provide these necessary items.
Greenville’s Gift works to bridge this gap and to meet
their needs.

January 16-22
Kendra Plating
828-208-1313 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please call
the Church Office, 233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “3” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:15pm		
Youth Choir
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Care List

as of 1/10/17
Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Buck Chiles
Returned Home: John Dennis, Gayla Day,
Barbara Gulley
Sympathy to...
…Debbie Paden Mobley in the death of
her brother-in-law.

THE NEWS (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January thru

January 9-15
Kyle Matthews
236-8587 (h)
370-2522 ext. 199

Kids: Chicken Skewers, Potato Skins,
Fruit, Cookies

December (except one week in July and December). Periodicals

On Call Nights and Weekends

January 18
BBQ Sliders, Coleslaw, Baked Beans,
Corn Casserole, Salad

postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER: Send

Pastoral Care

Kids: Ham Rollups on a Skewer, Soft
Pretzel, Green Beans, Cupcakes

address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Financial Needs as of 1/7
$48,077
Receipts as of 1/5
$55,165

Menu

January 11
Grilled Chicken with Mango Sauce, Saffron
Rice, Mixed Vegetables, Spring Greens
with Mandarin Oranges, Rolls, Dessert

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Reservations are required and must be
made by noon on Monday prior to the
meal. Serving lines are open
4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

1/11 Wednesdays at First
1/15 10:30am Communion
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
		 Emma Zyriek, Soloist
1/16 AYMC and Church Offices
Closed in Observance of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
1/18 Wednesdays at First
1/22 9:00am New Member 		
		 Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
10:30am Baptism
		 Carrie Nettles, Proclaimer
5:00pm Sunday Night Live for
		 Youth (AYMC Terrace Level)
1/25 11:00am Roadrunners to
		 Lunch at Shortfields in
		 Travelers Rest
4:00pm Information Session
		 on World Relief (Parlor)
Wednesdays at First
1/26 7:30pm Furman Church Music
Conference Concert 		
(Sanctuary)
1/27-28 Youth Winter Retreat
1/28-29 College Winter Retreat

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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Our Handbell Ministry
is Growing!
A new ensemble, Beginners Bells, will
meet on Fridays at 10:30am in room
E-317 (the room beside Carpenter
Chapel), starting January 20. This group
is designed for adults who don’t have
any handbell ringing or even musical
experience, but all are welcome. It is a
“casual” group that will plan to play for
groups in our community like First Baptist
Kindergarten or local nursing homes or
our First Friday attendees. (We won’t
rehearse on First Fridays.)
Contact me at 864-546-1088 or jhtreu@
gmail.com for more details or to let me
know you’d like to join us!
— Julie Treu

