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Sunday,  
January 8, 2017

Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Baptism

Deacon Ordination/Installation
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
Scripture: Isaiah 42:5-7

Acts 10:34-43
Sermon: Chosen for What?

Anthems: “Walk in the Light” 
– THOMAS; “Jesus, Joy of the 

Highest Heaven” – GETTY  
Service Choirs: Junior and 

Sanctuary Choirs
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next 

available dates are January 15 and 29.

Extended Session
Directors: Brian and Chesnee 

Marshall
Infant/Toddler: Darby and Melanie 

Smith
Twos/Threes: Sara and Will Bryan
Fours: Brad Easterling and Hope 

Green
Fives: EA Easterling and Dustin 

Green
Pianist: Peggy Nielson

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

I watched the Christmas classic 
It’s a Wonderful Life last week. I 
watched ‘all’ of It’s a Wonderful 
Life – start to finish. This is one of 
those movies that I have watched 
‘in pieces’ my whole life. I’m pretty 
sure I’ve previously seen every 
moment of the movie but not in 
order and not at one sitting. I’ve 
joined the airing of the movie 
midstream. I’ve seen the beginning 
but been interrupted before 
the end. I’ve caught a scene or 
two during channel surfing. I’ve 
watched the ending numerous 
times. I’ve always enjoyed these 
viewed vignettes, but I must admit, 
it was nice to finally see the whole 
movie...start to finish…in one 
viewing.

I have had a wonderful life. Many 
of you know the general flow of 
my story. You know it includes: 
adoption and Judaism and 
Catholicism and Arkansas and 
Kentucky and Mississippi and 
half siblings and step-siblings and 
adopted siblings and the list could 
go on. You’ve heard pieces of the 
story here and there in sermons, 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

lessons and writings. You have 
a vague knowledge of the 
movement of my life…but…some 
of you have expressed a desire to 
hear the whole thing…in order…at 
one sitting…

On Wednesday evening,  
January 4, Kyle has asked me 
to ‘tell my story’ during our first 
MidWeek Fellowship of the year. 
I’ve agreed to do so under two 
conditions: no one suggest I 
go to therapy when it’s over 
(already been) and no one have 
a pity party when it’s over. Like 
George Bailey of Bedford Falls 
(main character and setting of 
It’s a Wonderful Life), I’ve had a 
wonderful life. Every moment, 
every twist and turn, and every 
person has shaped me into who I 
am today. Somehow, I’ve always 
managed to live with a sense of 
grace and gratitude. While unique, 
I consider my story to be no more 
extraordinary than anyone else’s. 
We all have a story; each of our 
lives is intriguing. This one is 
mine. It’s been wonderful, and I’m 
looking forward to sharing it with 
you on Wednesday, January 4.

— Jim

Wednesdays at First return January 4 
My Story, Too with Jim Dant for MidWeek Fellowship

Reminders
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Have you ever wanted to know if a classroom at the AYMC 
is available for a meeting, the gym for a shoot around or if 
there is available space to host a party? The AYMC page 
of the church’s website has Google Calendars linked on 
it. All you have to do is click on the appropriate calendar 
and check it out. It’s that easy. I’ll, of course, continue to 
book your events and answer any questions you have 
about reserving space here, but, for a quick glance on 
availability, be sure to check the website.

For all of you looking to start the new year getting 
physically fit, why not join a class and do it among your 
friends? We have several classes to choose from. Come 
visit one or two and test them out. We also have a few 
personal trainers if you prefer more one on one sessions. 
I’m happy to put you in touch with one of them. Call or 
e-mail me and I’ll be happy to give you more details on 
any of the classes or trainers.

— Mittie

What’s New at the AYMC
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Memories of Operation Inasmuch
Memories of FBG’s first Operation Inasmuch never fail to make me smile. I 
was part of the Children’s Ministry at the time so I spent the day with the 
kids. The kids were so excited about painting flower pots, putting flowers 
into the flower pots, then delivering them to the Sarah Gossett Retirement 
Home. The kids were a little hesitant when we first got to the Sarah Gossett, 
but the bright eyes and smiles of the residents were so welcoming that 
the hesitancy of the kids quickly evaporated. I can still see old and young 
heads close together as they talked about the painted flower pots. When it 
was time to leave, some of the kids decided that hugs were in order. I could 
tell that the residents truly enjoyed the hugs... perhaps even more than the 
flowerpots. 

- Debbie Paden Mobley

Yoga:

Monday, 9:00am, Jessica 
Kessinger, instructor

Tuesday and Thursday, 
2:30pm and 6:00pm, 
Randy DePrince, 
instructor

Pilates:

Wednesday, 9:00am, 
Belinda Bellows, 
instructor

Senior Exercise:

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, 10:00am, YMCA 
instructors

 

Fab and Fit Over 50:

Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:30am, Mittie Taylor, 
instructor

Intermediate Group 
Fitness:

Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:00pm, Mittie Taylor or 
Brett McRae, instructors

Body Pump:

Monday, 6:00pm, Derrick 
Hallums, instructor

1st and 3rd Wednesday, 
5:45pm, Derrick Hallums, 
instructor

During the 2016 Operation Inasmuch I had the 
opportunity to work on replacing the floor for a lady 
named Gwendolyn who lives adjacent to the church in 
the Nicholtown community. As with many of the residents 
in this area, their homes are various states of disrepair, 
and Gwendolyn’s kitchen floor was in rough shape. A 
team of church members and I worked to pull out the old 
floor, patch and repair the areas as needed and then laid 

a new floor. Gwendolyn was impressed and happy with 
our efforts, and I truly feel like she was thankful for our 
time. The best part was being able to get a glimpse into 
someone else’s life and have the opportunity to help out in 
some capacity. I look forward to other projects which will 
improve the quality of life for the neighbors of our church.

-Walt Herbert
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Operation Inasmuch 2017 will take place on  
March 18. Operation Inasmuch is a church wide service 
day where members of all ages go out to serve others in 
our community. Registration will open in February. More 
information about that will come soon. We hope you can 
join us for this special day in the life of our church. 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  
           Matthew 25:40 

— Jennifer Murphy

Operation Inasmuch 2017
SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 18

First Baptist’s Youth Mentoring Team is an 11-week 
program made up of one or more college students 
who have completed at the minimum their first 
year of school. These college student(s) must have 
an interest in assisting with all aspects of ministry 
to youth (grades 6 through college). The team’s 
primary focus will be building and strengthening 
relationships within our Youth Family. The program 
is designed to provide an opportunity for college 
students to identify strengths, gifts, interests and 

abilities; invest in this youth ministry and its members; and help create a sense of trust, respect and bond 
between our youth and youth leaders.

For interested college students, go to www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/internships for a full program description 
and the application. Please submit applications to the Youth Ministry office no later than Sunday,  
January 15, 2017.

— Mary Carol

2017 Summer Youth Mentoring Team

There are many ways to define joy. Joy isn’t just a 
smile or a laugh. Joy is something that is felt deep 
within. When we look through a lens of faith, trusting 
that God is at work, we have an opportunity to 
experience this divine joy. Often it is with the help of 
others that I am guided to discover my personal joy. 

Our annual Youth Christmas Fellowship Breakfast is 
an event that I look forward to all year. Even though 
during the holidays our days can be long and our 
weeks even longer, I have always appreciated 
returning home for the holidays to be with my church 
family. Whether I was coming home on Christmas 
break from college or seminary or for a short vacation 
from my ministry in Aiken, I relished the opportunity 
to have a reunion of sorts with friends in my church 
family. 

On this particular Sunday we have our youth, 
college and Sunday school teachers gathered in one 
location. As we catch-up, laugh and enjoy reuniting, 
we remind ourselves of the love, support and joy we 
provide for one another throughout the year. With the 
help of all our youth (past and present) I am given 
great joy, and I hope they may also be provided the 
same opportunity in their lives. 

A big thank you goes out to our special youth family 
meals team who provided a yummy breakfast for us 
all to enjoy! 

— Mary Carol

Fellowship Breakfast 2016

http://www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/internships
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Wednesday Supper
Reservations are required and must be 
made by noon on Monday prior to the 

meal. Serving lines are open  
4:45-6:00pm. 

Menu
January 4 

Pasta Bar, Salad, Italian Green Beans, 
French Bread, Dessert

Kids: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles,  
Fruit, Cookies

January 11 
Grilled Chicken with Mango Sauce, Saffron 

Rice, Mixed Vegetables, Spring Greens 
with Mandarin Oranges, Rolls, Dessert
Kids: Ham Rollups on a Skewer, Soft 

Pretzel, Green Beans, Cupcakes

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:15pm  Youth Choir 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

January 2-8 
Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
January 9-15 

Kyle Matthews  
236-8587 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a mes-
sage by pressing the number “3” for 

“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 12/31
$2,500,000

Receipts as of 12/30
$2,540,811

Lula Whilden Goal 
$125,000

Lula Whilden as of 12/30 
$128,901

LIVING GENEROUSLY

1/4 11:30am  College Pasta and  
  Poker with Jim
 (AYMC Terrace Level)
 Wednesdays at First 
 Youth Meet with    
  Congregation in Fellowship  
  Hall
1/8 9:30am Protecting Our   
  Children (E-317)
 10:30am  Baptism of   
 the Lord Sunday
 Baptism
 Deacon Ordination/Installation
 Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer
 Junior and Sanctuary Choirs
 2:30pm Children’s Event:  
  Swamp Rabbits Hockey  
  Game
 5pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
1/11 Wednesdays at First
1/15 10:30am  Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Emma Zyriek, Soloist

For Your Calendar!

Jayne Womack 
joined the church 
on Sunday, 
December 18, 
2016, by profession 
of faith requesting 
baptism. Jayne is 

a fourth grade student. Her parents 
are Jamie and Jay Womack, and her 
sister is Charlotte.

Introducing...

Our Handbell Ministry is Growing!
A new ensemble, Beginners Bells, will meet on Fridays at 10:30am in room E-317 (the 
room beside Carpenter Chapel), starting January 20. This group is designed for adults 
who don’t have any handbell ringing or even musical experience, but all are welcome. 
It is a “casual” group that will plan to play for groups in our community like First Baptist 
Kindergarten or local nursing homes or our First Friday attendees. (We won’t rehearse 
on First Fridays.)

Contact me at 864-546-1088 or jhtreu@gmail.com for more details or to let me know 
you’d like to join us!

— Julie Treu

Care List 
as of 1/3/17

As far as we are aware, we have no 
members in the hospital.

Returned Home

“Meg” Burton, Joe Leaphart 

 Sympathy to...

…the family of Julaine Odom. 
…the family of Twinkle Hoskins 
…Frank Smith in the death of his aunt.

…Mike Kellett in the death of his brother.

…Pepper Martin in the death of his sister.


