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December 12, 2016

Sunday,  
December 18, 2016

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Senses of the Season: Feel
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25,  

Luke 1:39-55
Sermon: There’s Something  

about Mary 
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir, 

Bell Tower Ringers
Soloist: Priscilla Harris

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses available for all worship 

services.

Extended Session
Directors: Robert and Sarah Farrar

Infants/Toddlers: Candace 
Spradlin

Twos/Threes: Dave and Sarah 
Byars

Fours: Liz and Shane Whatley
Fives: Jason and Marie Richards

Pianist: David Petty
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

Sometimes it’s the small things 
that make the biggest difference. 
Wednesday was a long day. The 
morning began with continued 
grief over the death of a friend. 
The day gave way to committee 
meetings, phone calls, pastoral 
visits, midweek service and a First 
on Main music rehearsal. It was a 
long day. I exited the Fellowship 
Hall, made my way to the car and 
opened the door. A blue ‘sticky 
note’ attached to the window 
caught my eye. Someone had 
drawn a ‘smiley face’ and attached 
it to my window. I pulled it off and 
stuck it on my interior dash. It’s 
been riding with me all week. If you 
‘fess up,’ I’ll be happy to thank you. 
It was a small thing that made a 
big difference in my day.

A member of the congregation 
made a beeline toward me at the 
gym. Before I could utter a ‘good 
morning,’ she hugged me and said, 
“Do you know how refreshing it 
is to see your pastor at the gym 
– sweaty, bearded and wearing a 
Red Hot Chili Peppers’ hoodie? 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Thank you for being our pastor.” 
We both laughed and went our 
separate ways. My ‘way’ felt a little 
lighter the rest of the day.

I ran from my condo to Lula 
Whilden’s grave this week. 
I paused for a moment and 
pondered the tremendous 
sacrifices she made in order to 
minister to a population halfway 
around the world. She overcame 
financial barriers, illness and the 
prejudices of her day in order to 
ensure others knew the grace 
and goodness of God. It’s a small 
thing I do today. I take an envelope 
from the pew pocket on a Sunday 
morning. I write a check, slip it in 
the envelope, check ‘Lula Whilden 
Missions’ on the front and drop 
it in the offering plate. That gift – 
that small thing I do – lightens the 
way for missionaries, provides 
ministry to the needy in our world 
and ensures that people around 
the world know the grace and 
goodness of God. We are over 
halfway to our mission offering 
goal for 2017. Before the season is 
over, make a generous gift to our 
mission offering and to our church 
budget. For some it seems a small 
thing, but your generosity makes a 
big difference.

— Jim

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwideretreat2017

Annual Churchwide Retreat  
March 3-5, 2017

Online Registration

Reminders



Before we gather with our church family at NOMA 
Square for First on Main, our Youth Family will meet 
at Wild Wings Café to eat an early dinner and have 
some fellowship time. Following dinner, at 5:30pm, 
we will walk together up to the Hyatt Regency where 
we will tour the beautiful Festival of Trees.

Youth Family December 
Events and 2017 Winter 
Retreat!
YOUTH CHRISTMAS OUTING 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
4:00-6:15PM
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Youth Christmas Fellowship 
Breakfast & White Elephant 
Candy Exchange
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 
9:00-10:15AM

ALL youth and college 
students are invited to 
our Christmas Party 
to enjoy a homemade 
breakfast followed by a 
spirited White Elephant 
candy exchange game.  
All you need to bring 

is a bag/box of candy 
(i.e.: skittles, candy 
bars, bag of gummy 
bears, etc.). Feel free 
to be creative on style, 
flavor and size, but 
please do not wrap 
your candy.

Care Packages are the Way to 
Our College Students’ Hearts
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 
9:00-10:15AM

These days, getting 
college students to 
handwrite a letter or even 
make an actual phone 
call is rare, but we have 
discovered the trick on 
how to get them to send 
a loving text…. Snail 
mail them a good old-
fashioned care package 
filled with snacks, home-
baked goods, candy and 
encouraging notes.

Last week, our Youth 
Family packed and 
mailed over 65 exam care 
packages to our college 
students. In less than 
24 hours we started to 
receive texts and pictures 
expressing their gratitude 
and appreciation for the 
Box of Love they received 
from their home church.

We want to thank 
everyone who donated 
homemade goodies for 
the care packages. Your 
contributions helped to 
make our Boxes of Love 
extra special!

— Mary Carol and Kendall

What could be a better Christmas gift than giving 
your youth a night away with their friends followed 
by a day filled with winter fun?? To learn more about 
our 2017 Youth Family Winter Retreat and to register 
online, visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/2017-
youth-winter-retreat/. 
   — Mary Carol and Kendall
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’Tis the Season to Be Jolly
Enjoy these photos from our preschooler’s 
ornament making party and our children’s 
caroling trip to The Woodlands. Christmas 
cheer was overflowing!

— Becky and Juli

Thank you to everyone for supporting the Lula 
Whilden children and youth bank collection for this 
year. The children raised $730.13, and the youth 
brought in an additional $265.67, bringing this total 
to $995.80 and putting up almost to $82,000 for 
the year. But, we aren’t finished. The Lula Whilden 
collection and emphasis continues through the end 
of the year, so if you haven’t made your donation 
yet, there’s still plenty of time and opportunity. In 
addition to online contributions, the entire offering 
from the Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

on December 18 will also be donated to Lula 
Whilden. (Don’t forget to mark the Lula Whilden box 
on the new offering envelopes.) Just as important 
as reaching our $125,000 goal is having 100% 
participation from the congregation! 

We appreciate the ongoing commitment to global 
missions and are excited to see how much more we 
can raise this year. 

— Lula Whilden Task Force

Lula Whilden World Missions Offering Update
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

December 12-18 
Matt Rollins  
346-0971 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
December 19-25 
Kendra Plating  

828-208-1313 (m) 
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Vol. LVII  December 12, 2016  No. 49
Financial Needs as of 12/10

$2,355,773
Receipts of 12/7

$2,092,711
Lula Whilden Goal 

$2,155,669
Lula Whilden as of 12/7 

$80,665

LIVING GENEROUSLY

12/13 9:00am-3:00pm   Holy Rollers  
  to Asheville Outlet Mall 
12/14 6:15pm   First on Main  
  (NOMA Square)
12/16 6:30pm   Roadrunners to  
  Holiday at Peace
12/18 9:00am Youth Christmas  
  Fellowship Breakfast and  
  White Elephant Candy  
  Exchange (AYMC)
 10:30am  Fourth Sunday of  
  Advent
  Senses of the Season: Feel
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 6:30pm  Candlelight Service  
  of Lessons and Carols with  
  Sanctuary Choir and Brass  
  Quartet
12/21 7:00pm Longest Night Service 
  (Carpenter Chapel)
12/22-26 AYMC and Church Offices  
  Closed
12/24 5:00pm Christmas Eve Service  
  of Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer

For Your Calendar!
Wednesday Supper

Wednesdays at First will return  
January 4. Join the church family at 
NOMA this Wednesday evening at 

6:15 for First on Main.

Start the New Year with 
Your Church Family!

Instead of Sunday School on 
Sunday, January 1, the First Baptist 
Greenville family will gather for 
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. The 
serving lines will be open 9-10am. 
Please make reservations at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/january-
1-breakfast/ by noon on Tuesday, 
December 27.

Financial Update
In addition to regular cash or check 
donations, stock may be donated 
to FBG. Please allow time for these 
transactions to be processed by 
December 31.
If you are 70.5 years of age or older, 
offerings to FBG may be directly 
donated from an IRA. 
Please contact Gail (ext. 103) for more 
information on either of these giving 
options.

Care List
 as of 12/12/16

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Joseph Fuson
St. Francis: Ben Mullinax
Returned Home: Brian Marshall, Mary 
Wylie, Marietta Bolt

Sympathy to...
…Robert Farrar in the death of his 
mother.
…Betty Morin in the death of her 
sister-in-law.
…Dianne Williamson in the death of 
her sister-in-law. 

Notes of Thanks…
I would like to express my deepest 
appreciation to the entire church 
family for the prayers, visits, cards 
and love that was shown during my 
mom’s illness and recent passing.  

Sincerely, Philip Stoddard 

A“BIG” thank you for the fruit. It comes 
at just the right time. At the end of our 
3rd quarter we provided food to 1512 
households and over 3,000 people.  
As we head into our fall and winter 
season, this is the time of year we 
have more requests for emergency 
assistance. During the months of 
October to December we see more 
people than any other quarter during the 
year. 
Your food donations are very important 
during this time. We thank you for your 
support and appreciate all you do to 
keep food in our pantry.  

Johanne Puckett, Volunteer Food 
Coordinator – United Ministries
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