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Sunday,  
November 27, 2016

First Sunday of Advent
Hanging of the Green

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122
Sermon: Preparing God’s House/

Preparing Our Hearts
Anthems:  “Climb to the Top of the 
Highest Mountain” – JENNINGS; 

“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”  
– BACH; “The Holly and the Ivy”  

– TRADITIONAL  
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The Chrismon Tree is given in loving 

memory of Don Bolt.
The wreaths on the gates of the 

Remembrance Garden are given in 
loving memory of Dr. William Mitchell 

by Patsy Mitchell.

Extended Session
Directors: Robert and Sarah Farrar
Infants/Toddlers: Chris and Kendra 

Plating
Twos/Threes: Carmen and Will 

Feemster
Fours: Gary and Laura Darnell

Fives: Carrie and Herbert Rieder
Pianist: Cherry Marshall

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

I’ve never been ashamed to admit 
when I need help. While driving, I’ll 
stop and ask for directions. When 
water is leaking from those intricately 
bent and bound pipes under the sink, 
I call a plumber. When I’m stuck in 
a theological quagmire because of 
some biblical reference that makes 
little sense to me (or makes too much 
sense to me), I use my proverbial 
‘phone a friend’ option. I don’t mind 
asking for help. And I don’t mind 
admitting that sometimes I need help 
with the whole Christmas season. 

If you’re like me and need help 
focusing on what really matters this 
Christmas, I hope you’ll attend each 
of our Advent/Christmas Sunday 
services. We are centering our hearts 
on the senses of the season; what 
does Christmas feel, taste, look, 
sound and smell like? And if you need 
some daily focus, don’t forget to pick 
up your Advent devotional guide at 
the reception desk. This year’s daily 
reader, God’s Advent Artistry by 
Jerry Welte, will daily accentuate the 
‘senses of the season.’ 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT If you need a little extra joy in your 

Christmas, don’t miss our third annual 
First on Main concert at NOMA Square 
on Wednesday evening,  
December 14, at 6:15. Some musical 
members of our congregation will be 
singing Christmas songs – old and 
new – to lift your spirits. We’ve even 
got a ‘surprise blues artist’ among us 
who’ll be entertaining you!

But if your heart is so heavy this 
season… so heavy that Christmas 
music seems to make you feel 
worse rather than better, I invite 
you to our Longest Night Service 
which will be held in the Carpenter 
Chapel on Wednesday evening, 
December 21, at 7:00. Held on the 
longest night of the year, this service 
of consolation is designed for those 
who have experienced difficult losses 
or challenges during the past year. 
We will acknowledge the pain of our 
lives through music, prayers, a brief 
meditation and the lighting of candles. 
Be here if you’re hurting, and if you’re 
not, be here for those who are.

If you need a little help this holiday 
season, I hope you’ll take advantage 
of all these opportunities offered at 
First Baptist Greenville.

— Jim

Annual Churchwide Retreat  
March 3-5, 2017

Online Registration
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwideretreat2017

Memorial and Honorary Poinsettias available 
for Advent. For more details, visit the church 
website or contact Kimberly Coates at 
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
233-2527 ext. 128. 

Reminders

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=


Thank you to everyone who already signed up to 
donate baked goods for our college care packages. 
As a reminder, we will mail the care packages next 
Tuesday, November 29, so baked goods are due no 
later than noon on Monday, November 28. You can 
bring your baked goods to the Terrace Level of the 
AYMC and leave them on the reception desk in one 
of the labeled bins. Please remember to divide your 
baked goods into small, sealable Ziploc® bags. 

The more baked goods we have, the happier our 
college students will be! If you were not able to sign 
up, that is okay! We will gladly accept yummy treats 
from anyone who is willing to donate some. A few 
examples of different items that people donated in the 
past are brownies, festive cookies, Rice Krispies® and 
trail mix. 

Thank you so much to everyone who can help!

— Kendall

Baked Goods for College Care Packages
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If you are interested in these and other questions about the Christmas story in the gospels, join us in 
the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour (9:30-10:15am) throughout Advent for a critical and 
devotional look at the infancy narratives found in the gospel accounts. There will be time for coffee 
(9:15am) and conversation, a careful reading of each gospel’s account of the Christmas story, and a 
casual, yet intentional, discussion of the questions above and more!

— Matt

Adult Advent Sunday School
• Did the shepherds and the wise men carpool? 

• Which nativity stories are found in which gospels?

• Is this where all those ‘begats’ are?

• Why did each gospel author include or omit certain passages and 
stories?

• What are the themes and meanings of the quite different 
Christmas narratives?

• How do the infancy narratives paint a picture of the kingdom of 
God that Jesus shows us in his adult ministry?
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First Friday Lunch and More will meet on  
December 2. The games and the book review by 
Sandra Corder will begin at 10:30am. The group will 
assemble for announcements at 11:00am, followed 
by the special program of music provided by the 
Carolinians Jazz Ensemble, a component of the 
Senior Action Band. Lunch will be available for $5. 

All are invited. 

Please contact me at shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-370-2522 ext. 111.

—Shanda

December First Friday Lunch and More

Well, not quite, but almost. The arrival of Advent 
also means the arrival of our annual missions 
MinisTREE. The MinisTREE will be in the Reception 
area beginning November 28 and is our invitation 
to bring Christmas to families in our community. 
This year’s MinisTREE will benefit United Ministries 
(GAIHN) families, homeless participants at the Place 
of Hope and others in our community who need 
some extra Christmas cheer. Ornaments with wish 
lists can be taken from the tree, and gifts are due 

back to the church by December 16. More details 
and instructions will be at the tree. In the meantime, 
please feel free to contact me at laura.stout@
firstbaptistgreenville.com with questions. 

We hope you will plan to make this part of your 
family’s Advent celebration this year!

— Laura

MinisTREE Returns
“SILVER BELLS, SILVER BELLS, IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME IN THE CITY...”

Roadrunners
HOLIDAY AT PEACE

Friday, December 16  
Depart FBG: 6:30pm  
Show begins: 7:30pm 

Cost: $34

Limited number of tickets 
remain.

Please contact Shanda 
LaForge at  

shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com  
or 864-370-2522 ext. 111.
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

November 21-27 
Kyle Matthews  
236-8587 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
November 28-December 4 

Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 11/21/16

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Craig Nielson
Returned Home: Thaddeus Jones, 
Henry Barton

Sympathy to...
…the family of Marion Faile.
…Michael Smith in the death of his 
aunt.
…Lee Coates in the death of his 
uncle.
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Wednesday Supper
Full salad bar or regular menu choices 
are available by reservation by noon on 

Monday. Reservations may be made 
online at our website or by calling the 

church office.
MENU

November 23 
NO Wednesdays at First activities – 

Thanksgiving Holiday
November 30 

Roast Beef w/ Mushroom Onion Sauce, 
Buttery Garlic Mashed Potatoes, 

Seasoned Green Beans,  
Yeast Roll OR Salad Bar 

Kids: Pigs in a Blanket, Buttered Corn, 
Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:15pm  Youth Choir 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

11/20 5:00-7:00pm   Sunday Night  
   Live for Youth – Pack   
  College Care Packages
11/23-25 AYMC and Church Offices  
  Closed
11/27-12/18  9:30am  Adult Advent  
  Sunday School   
  (Fellowship Hall)
11/27  10:30am   First Sunday of  
  Advent 
  Hanging of the Green 
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
11/28 Noon Baked Goods/Treats  
  for College Care Packages  
  Due (AYMC)
11/30 Wednesdays at First
12/2 10:30am  First Friday Lunch  
  and More
 7:30pm Chicora Voices   
  Christmas Concert (ticketed  
  event in Sanctuary)

For Your Calendar!

Financial Needs as of 11/19
$2,163,465

Receipts of 11/18
$2,005,825

Lula Whilden Goal 
$125,000

Lula Whilden as of 11/18 
$58,496

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Senses of the Season
Advent devotion booklets are 
available at the Reception Desk. Pick 
up your copy of God’s Advent Artistry: 
Celebrating the Colors of Advent by 
Jerry Welte. Allow this booklet to 
enrich your spiritual journey through 
Advent.


