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October 17, 2016

Sunday,  
October 23, 2016
FBG Cares: Community

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Luke 18:9-14
Sermon: Not All Bad, Not All Good
Anthem: “I Have Touched the Face 

of God” – GOEMANNE  
Service Choir: Youth Choir

Soloist: Kyle Matthews
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers today are from the 

wedding of Allison Marie Taylor and 
Aaron Kyle Duffie and are given in 
memory of Allison’s grandfathers, 
Mr. James Preston Edwards and 
Mr. Horace Lafayette Taylor, and 
Aaron’s grandparents, Mr. Algie 

Granville Burnett, Ms. Mattie Lucille 
Loftis Burnett and Mr. and Mrs. Cecil 

Lankford Duffie Sr.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Extended Session
Directors: Robert and Sarah Farrar

Infants/Toddlers: James and 
Niechelle Freestone

Twos/Threes: Darin Gherke and 
Cherington Shucker

Fours: TBD
Fives: Jason and Marie Richards

Pianist: Cherry Marshall
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

I have been graced and gifted beyond 
what I deserve. And I’m grateful 
beyond my capacity to convey thanks.

Months ago while traveling in Sonoma, 
California, I wandered into a furniture 
store. I don’t usually wander into 
furniture stores, but this one was 
different. The storefront window and 
signage indicated all their pieces were 
constructed of naturally fallen trees. 
To be environmentally conscious, they 
purchase trees that have naturally 
fallen, saw them into lumber and 
create furniture that is as artistic as 
it is functional. I immediately fell in 
love with a desk there, returned to 
Greenville and began researching 
how to pay for such an item. (I have 
desired to put ‘my fingerprint’ on my 
office since arriving at FBG but just 
haven’t found the money or time.) 
Jenna – who knows all things and 
all people – told me I did not need to 
purchase the desk from California. A 
member of our church is an artisan 
in the realm of furniture construction 
and, in fact, works with naturally fallen 
trees.

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Last week, a beautiful desk was 
delivered to my rearranged office. 
The primary wood is black walnut 
– my choice of a native variety. Our 
local artisan also included other 
woods to enhance the beauty and 
biblical significance of the desk. It 
includes olive wood native to Israel 
(the homeland of our faith) but 
shipped from Italy (the motherland 
of Christendom). Cedar also adorns 
the desktop – a wood used in the 
construction of the first temple of 
Solomon. Joints were secured with 
wooden pins made of acacia wood 
– a tree native to Africa and from 
which the Ark of the Covenant was 
made. The desk is a beautiful piece 
of art that will meaningfully function 
as the perfect place for writing future 
sermons, books and articles.

Open house begins immediately. As 
always, my office door is open. I’d love 
to show you this new addition to my 
workspace. And I’ll even share with 
you the name of the one who shaped 
and shared it. This gift is added 
to the many books, cards, meals, 
flowers and other tokens of love and 
appreciation you’ve shared with me. 
Like I said, I’m more graced and gifted 
than I deserve and more grateful than 
I can convey. 

— Jim

Reminders
Annual Churchwide Retreat 

March 3-5, 2017

Online Registration 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwideretreat2017/

Say Cheese! It’s Time for 
Directory Photos!

Sessions are being scheduled for October 17-20.
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/directory-photos/
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We all say we’re going to take care of it. None of us 
want to cause our families unnecessary pain. But it’s 
easy to postpone advance planning for our own  
end-of-life issues. Important as it may be, it never 
seems urgent.

Death is both a) inevitable and b) unpredictable.  
When no preparations are made, families can feel 
overwhelmed by all the decisions that must be made 
when they are preoccupied with grief and least able 
to deal with them. That’s too bad, because it isn’t 
necessary. There is such a thing as a “good death,” 
and that’s something worth talking about.

From 10:00am-noon on Saturday, November 12, 
2016, our Spiritual Enrichment Event (SEE) retreat 
will be The Best Gift You Can Leave Your Family. In 
the space of a single morning, we will give you some 
good information about the legal issues around your 

end-of-life care (Duke McCall), discuss the options 
for what you want included —  and not included — 
in your memorial service (Kendra Plating), and talk 
briefly about our spiritual preparation for death (Kyle 
Matthews).

Bring a friend or family member and come have 
coffee with us in the Parlor overlooking the 
Remembrance Garden in all its fall-colored glory. We 
will make a “gift” of unburdening our families, and 
we will leave feeling unburdened too.

Registration fee of $15 includes morning coffee. The 
optional lunch following is $10. Please register here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/see-greatest-gift/ 
or contact me (ext. 138), Matt Rollins (ext. 144) or 
Jennifer Craig (ext. 121) at 233-2527.

— Kyle

The Best Gift You Can Leave Your Family
A SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT EVENT (SEE)
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On Friday, November 11, First Friday Lunch and More 
will meet to celebrate Veterans Day. The games and 
book review will begin at 10:30am with Betty Morin 
offering the book review. Army Chaplain Michael 
DuCharme’s program will begin at 11:15am. Lunch 
will be served at 11:45.

Anyone is welcome to come for the program but 
reservations must be made for lunch. The cost for 
lunch is $5 and may be paid at the door. Contact 
me at 233-2527 ext. 111 or shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com to make reservations for 
lunch by noon on Monday, November 7.

— Shanda
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November First Friday Lunch and More

The annual church picnic 
was held Sunday afternoon, 
October 9, at the home of 
Pat and Mary Lou Hartness.

Church Picnic
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The creation of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in 1991 
brought with it state specific organizations, looking to 
further the Baptist principles of faith and practice through a 
commitment to missions service. For the past 25 years, the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of South Carolina (CBFSC) 
has been leading efforts into some of South Carolina’s 
most destitute areas, most of which are not more than 3 
hours away from Greenville. It has successful community 
development initiatives in Allendale and Metanoia, and 
disaster relief teams ready to mobilize when called. 

CBFSC also provides mission experiences for groups 
to participate throughout the state. This program sent 
the First Baptist Greenville youth to Lake City, South 
Carolina, for a week this summer helping renovate and 
clean homes and areas impacted by flooding in 2015. 
This group returned from its efforts not only having first-
hand knowledge of the tremendous impact that the 
physical demonstration of God’s love can provide, but 
also experiencing how relationships with each other, with 
neighbors, with God can grow and thrive.

The incredible work of CBFSC reminds us that field 
personnel don’t just exist halfway around the world. There 
are dedicated individuals and organizations working right 
here in our own communities to spread the message of 
God’s love. As CBFSC is a direct beneficiary of the Lula 
Whilden World Missions Offering, portions of all donations 
stay right here in South Carolina. When these local efforts 
are combined with the national and international work from 
CBF and the Alliance of Baptists, it demonstrates how our 
commitment to missions funding is impacting 1000s of 
lives.

As we celebrate Lula Whilden throughout the month 
of October, please remember to include this important 
offering in your giving plans. On average, about 30% of the 
First Baptist congregation makes a donation. Just think 
what we could do if all members made a contribution – 
no amount is too small to be put towards these worthy 
causes. Please contact Elaine Barnhill at elainebarnhill@
gmail.com for more information.

— Lula Whilden Task Force

Lula Whilden World Missions Offering Focus
CBFSC

And a Child Shall Lead Them…
ENJOY THESE THOUGHTS FROM OUR CHILDREN’S SABBATH SPEAKERS

What was it like for you to lead our church on 
Children’s Sabbath? Did you enjoy it?  

How did it make you feel? 

It was exciting and fun! – Morgan Joye

It felt great because I got to say the prayer that was in my 
heart. It was an honor. – Martin Russo

I felt nervous but when it was over I was proud of myself. 
– Celie Ann Rollins

It was fun! I enjoyed being surrounded by my church 
friends and felt their support and encouragement while I 
was up there. – Jake Good

Why do you think our church chooses to do  
Children’s Sabbath each year?

The adults always lead, so it’s good for the kids to have a 
turn. – Morgan Joye

I think it’s important because us kids got to talk directly to 
God in church today. – Martin Russo

So the children get a chance to know what it’s like to lead 
worship. It makes us happy and those who are listening 
happy too. – Celie Ann Rollins

Children can experience what it would be like to be a 
pastor in the future! It also gives kids a chance to be in a 
leadership position at FBG. – Jake Good
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

October 17-23 
Kyle Matthews  
236-8587 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
October 24-29 

Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Vol. LVII  October 17, 2016  No. 41
Financial Needs as of 10/15

$1,971,157
Receipts of 10/13

$1,772,073
Lula Whilden Goal 

$125,000
Lula Whilden as of 10/13 

$23,421

LIVING GENEROUSLY

For Your Calendar!

10/19  Wednesdays at First
10/21  5:30-9:00pm  Children’s Event:  
  Denver Downs
10/23  9:00am  New Member   
  Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Baptism
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 2:00pm Transformation Walk
10/26  Wednesdays at First
10/27  6:00pm  Trunk or Treat (Phillis  
  Wheatley Center)
10/30-11/5  Roadrunners to  
  Branson, MO
10/30  10:30am  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
   4:30-8:00pm  Youth Halloween  
  Outing: Grove Station Farm
   5:00pm  Lulapalooza Texas  
  Hold ‘em Tournament   
  (Fellowship Hall)
11/2 Wednesdays at First
11/4 6:00pm Children’s Event:  
  Family Picnic at Paris   
  Mountain State Park 

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:15pm  Youth Choir 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Full salad bar or regular menu choices 
are available by reservation by noon on 

Monday. Reservations may be made 
online at our website or by calling the 

church office.
MENU

October 19 
Lasagna, Italian Green Beans,  

Garlic Bread OR Salad Bar 
Kids: Pizza Bread, Buttered Noodles, Fruit, 

Veggie Sticks, Cookies
October 26 

Margarita Stew, Yellow Rice,  
Cornbread OR Salad Bar 

Kids: Meatballs, Tater Tots, Fruit, Cookies

Care List
as of 10/17/16

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Ellen Wilson
Returned Home: Bill Jones, David 
Hodge, Baker Watts, Anna-Elizabeth 
Sutton

Sympathy to...
…Kandas Robinson (FBG Facilities 
Staff) in the death of her step-father.
…Pepper Martin in the death of his 
sister.

Introducing…
Jim and Joan Puryear, 1138 Trailhead 
Court, Greenville, 29617, joined the church 
during worship on Sunday, October 9, 
by promise of letter from a sister Baptist 
church. They are both retired.

Go to firstbaptistgreenville.com/
directory-photos/ for the link! There is 
a free 8x10 color directory for every 
family photographed! Bring a can of 
fruit for our canned fruit drive and 
receive additional savings! Directories 
will be available for pick-up in early 
December!

Say Cheese! It’s Time for 
Directory Photos!
SESSIONS ARE BEING 

SCHEDULED FOR  
OCTOBER 17-20.


