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October 10, 2016

Sunday,  
October 16, 2016

FBG Cares: Church
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

Sermon: A Complete Ministry to 
the Church

Anthem: “I Was Glad” – PARRY  
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloists: Bootie Cothran, Tenor; 

Robert Farrar, Trombone
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 

glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in loving memory of Lois Sutton, Jay 

Steven Sutton, Clara and O. W. Sutton 
by the family.

If you would like to donate flowers 
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next 

available date is October 23.

Extended Session
Directors: Fred and Rebecca 

Blevins
Infants/Toddlers: Darby and 

Melanie Smith
Twos/Threes: Brandon and Leslie 

Roberts
Fours: TBD
Fives: TBD

Pianist: David Petty
Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

I seriously doubt Lula Whilden ever 
expected to be an appointed missionary 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Other 
females had served on mission fields 
before her, but always as either a volunteer 
or as the spouse of an appointed male 
missionary. But it happened. Lula received 
an appointment to serve in China.

I seriously doubt Lula Whilden ever 
expected to have a poker tournament 
named and played in her honor. She 
probably never connected the distribution 
of cards and the accumulation of chips 
with the distribution of the gospel and the 
accumulation of charitable resources. But it 
happened. Two years ago, the Lulapalooza 
Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament was 
inaugurated. Each of the last two years, 
over $8000 has been raised in about three 
hours to benefit the Lula Whilden World 
Missions Offering. This year, the third 
annual tournament will be held on Sunday, 
October 30, at 6:30pm. At 5:00pm, I’ll 
offer an instructional course on the basic 
rules of the game. Anyone can play, 
even if you’ve never played before. The 
tournament fee is $50. You can increase 
your starting chip stack with an additional 
$50. And you can become a bounty hunter 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

to knock me out of the tournament (and 
receive a special prize) for an additional 
$10. It’s a fun night for young and old. 
Lula has a poker tournament named in her 
honor.

I seriously doubt Lula Whilden ever 
expected she would serve as the symbol 
of our world mission offering. Her story 
and her service, however, have become 
familiar and inspirational to the members 
of our church. Adults revel in her courage 
and her commitment. Children learn and 
relay her story. We all give, so her passion 
for mission and sacrificial service can 
continue in our church and in our world. 
Our goal this year is $125,000. I think Lula 
would be amazed at the generosity she 
has inspired.

Go online (or call the church office) and 
sign up for the Lulapalooza Texas Hold 
’Em Tournament. (You can just ‘show 
up’ too, but it helps us plan if we know 
you’re coming.) Write a check for the Lula 
Whilden World Missions Offering today. 
Give a gift to Lula Whilden during our 
annual Candlelight Service in December. 
Give a little more than you gave last year, 
so we can honor Lula Whilden and glorify 
the God she loved... and we love.

— Jim

Reminders
Please join your church family on March 
3-5, 2017, at YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly in 
Black Mountain, NC, for our second annual 
churchwide retreat:  
You Are Here led by Jim Dant. 

Online Registration: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwideretreat2017/
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Are you experiencing the grief of living without a 
loved one? Are you interested in meeting with others 
from your church who have experienced loss? If 
so, I will be leading a grief support group at our 
church beginning this Fall. The group will meet for 
six Mondays in a row beginning the first week of 
November (November 7) and continuing through mid-
December (December 12). The group will meet from 
4-5:15pm in the Prayer Room beside the Carpenter 
Chapel. There will be limited space, and you must 
sign up to be a part of the group. Please contact 
me via email (kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.
com) or phone (864.233-2527) to sign up. If there is 
continued interest in having a grief support group in 
the future, each spring and fall a new group will form 
and meet for six weeks.

— Kendra

Photo credit: 
http://www.pixteller.com/img/228601

Grief Support Group Forms
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2 Corinthians 5:14 says: “Christ’s 
love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all.” 
From this powerful scripture, the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF) has adopted the theme 
“Christ’s love compels us” to 
celebrate its 25th Anniversary and 
symbolize its vision of a “Christian 
partnership” around the world that 
is joyfully spreading the message 
of God’s love. 

A core component of the CBF 
mission is placement of field 
personnel in more than 30 
countries and regions across the 
globe. These amazing leaders are 
serving the most impoverished 
and marginalized communities in 
places like Kiev, Ukraine; Harding, 

Ethiopia; Bass, Cambodia; but 
also, Raleigh, NC; Houston, TX; 
and Atlanta, GA. The CBF field 
personnel represent one of the 
main reasons the Lula Whilden 
World Missions Offering was 
created and why it is so important 
that the entire congregation 
continues to support it each year. 
To learn about and pray for CBF 
missions and ministries, visit this 
online weekly prayer guide: http://
www.cbf.net/prayer-item/

In 1991, a group of men and 
women searching for a path that 
would allow Baptists to return to a 
truer interpretation of its traditions 
– openness and autonomy – 
created CBF. That dedicated 
group included members from 

First Baptist Greenville. Our church 
was proud to be a part of the 
organizational team, is excited to 
have watched it grow and impact 
communities around the world and 
is eager to see what the future will 
bring. 

Lula Whilden donations can be 
made through the end of the year. 
Please remember CBF, along 
with the Alliance of Baptists and 
CBFSC, is directly impacted by 
your generosity. No amount is 
too small to be put towards these 
worthy causes. Please contact 
Elaine Barnhill at elainebarnhill@
gmail.com for more information.

— Lula Whilden Task Force
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Lula Whilden World Missions Offering Focus – CBF
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For 45 years United Ministries 
has been working to understand 
and address poverty issues in 
Greenville County. Their staff of 
20 relies heavily on volunteer 
assistance and donations in order 
to fulfill their mission.  

One of the largest fundraisers 
that United Ministries hosts each 
year is their Transformation Walk. 
This is a great day when many 
Greenville churches, youth groups 
and businesses come together 
and walk the three mile route 
through some of Greenville’s most 
impoverished streets. Join us 
again this year as we join hands 
with our fellow neighbors and 
walk to fight the war on poverty. 
Simply go online to www.united-
ministries.org and hit the link to 

Transformation Walk. Then click 
on Register Here and follow the 
prompts until it asks you to join a 
team. First Baptist Church is the 
registered team that you will want 
to join. If you are unable to walk 
or will not be able to join us, feel 
free to go the Transformation Walk 
webpage and sponsor our team 
with a donation. The walk will be 
at 2pm on Sunday, October 23, 
starting and finishing at Fluor Field 
in downtown Greenville.

— Josh Beeby

Walk to Make a Difference

I was reminded of why I love God. Here, I got 
to witness first hand God’s brilliant design: 
expansive diversity and loving singularity existing 
simultaneously in His creation. While the world 
tries so hard to categorize everyone in some way, 
whether straight or LGBT, God simply says you 
are my beloved sons and daughters, and all are 
precious to Me. 

– Tyler Simpson 

Reflections on UPSTATE PRIDE FESTIVAL 2016

Last month, forty plus members of FBG of all ages attended 
Upstate Pride in Spartanburg. For most, it was a first, and they 
weren’t sure what to expect. They went hoping to show support 
for the LGBT community, engage in healing conversations with 
folks who may have been hurt by “the church,” and walk hand-
in-hand with a diverse community of folks seeking equality and 
justice. Church members distributed bottles of water and shared 
about the grace they have found in Christ through FBG; they bore 
witness to their faith and the welcoming diversity of their church. 
These members attended hoping to provide a blessing to others 
but realized that they themselves were blessed by those they 
encountered: 

As Baptists we were 
welcomed by many, even with 
tears from a few who had 
been so abused by Baptist 
churches over being gay, 
and with joy that there is a 
“different kind of Baptist” 
group seeking to support the 
LGBT community. We very 
quickly realized what it meant 
to others for us to take a 
stand, to be genuine and get 
out of our church house and 
meet people where we live. 

– Michael Smith

My special moment was sharing a hug and a 
mutual “I love you” with a woman who said she 
was an atheist but was incredibly grateful that a 
Baptist church came and showed support. 

– Judy Snyder

Upstate Pride was the first 
time that I have ever felt the 
most quintessentially “me.” 
I was able to march with my 
new wife, others like us, and 
others who support us. After 
going through a series of 
horrifying events as a result 
of a “Christian” organization, 
FBG has become our safe 
haven and our dear family. 
It was a privilege to march 
for justice and equality for all 
God’s children!

— Katie Allenbach

http://www.united-ministries.org
http://www.united-ministries.org


TH
E N

EW
S (U

SPS N
o. 597060) is published w

eekly January thru 
Decem

ber (except one w
eek in July and Decem

ber). Periodicals 
postage paid at G

reenville, SC
 29602. PO

STM
ASTER: Send 

address changes to TH
E N

EW
S,  847 C

leveland Street G
reenville, 

SC
 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527). Kim

berly C
oates, Editor. 

847 C
leveland Street,  

G
reenville, South C

arolina 29601-4495 
(864) 233-2527  w

w
w

.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

October 10-16 
Kendra Plating 

828-208-1313 (m) 
370-2522 ext. 199

October 17-23 
Kyle Matthews  
236-8587 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Vol. LVII  October 10, 2016  No. 40

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:15pm  Youth Choir 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Full salad bar or regular menu choices 
are available by reservation by noon on 

Monday. Reservations may be made 
online at our website or by calling the 

church office.
MENU

October 12 
Meatloaf w/Brown Gravy or Tomato Sauce, 

Scalloped Potatoes, Mixed Veggies,  
Yeast Roll OR Salad Bar 

Kids: Pigs in a Blanket, Tater Tots,  
Fruit, Ice Cream Sandwich

October 19 
Lasagna, Italian Green Beans,  

Garlic Bread OR Salad Bar 
Kids: Pizza Bread, Buttered Noodles, Fruit, 

Veggie Sticks, Cookies

Go to firstbaptistgreenville.com/
directory-photos/ for the link! There is 
a free 8x10 color directory for every 
family photographed! Bring a can of fruit 
for our canned fruit drive and receive 
additional savings! Directories will be 
available for pick-up in early December!

Say Cheese! It’s Time for 
Directory Photos!

SESSIONS ARE BEING SCHEDULED FOR  

OCTOBER 17-20.

Care List
as of 10/10/16

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Bill Jones
Returned Home: Jim Guth, Margaret 
Faille to Rolling Green

Sympathy to...
…the family of Bill Dunlap.

Spiritual Formation 
Retreat Offered

Seeing with New Eyes, a spiritual 
formation retreat being offered by Triune 
Mercy Center, will take place in our Parlor 
9:00am-noon on Saturday, October 15. 
Scripturally grounded reflections and 
activities will relate to seeing more clearly, 
appreciatively and meaningfully what God 
has put right in front of us. The retreat 
facilitators include Min-Ken Liao, Ben 
Mullinax, Elaine Nocks and Kathy Sharp. 
Registration is free to all and may be 
made by sending an email to Ben Mullinax 
at ben@mullinaxpatent.com.

For Your Calendar!
10/11  9:00am-3:00pm  Holy Rollers  
  to Asheville Farmers Market  
  and Moose Cafe
10/12  Wednesdays at First
10/16  10:30am  Jim Dant,   
  Proclaimer
10/19  Wednesdays at First
10/21  5:30-9:00pm  Children’s Event:  
  Denver Downs
10/23  9:00am  New Member Breakfast    
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Baptism
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 2:00pm Transformation Walk
10/26  Wednesdays at First
10/27  6:00pm  Trunk or Treat (Phillis  
  Wheatley Center)
10/30-11/5  Roadrunners to  
  Branson, MO
10/30  10:30am  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
   4:30-8:00pm  Youth Halloween  
  Outing: Grove Station Farm
   5:00pm  Lulapalooza Texas  
  Hold ‘em Tournament   
  (Fellowship Hall)
11/2 Wednesdays at First
 

Financial Needs as of 10/8
$1,923,080

Receipts of 10/7
$1,749,509

Lula Whilden Goal 
$125,000

Lula Whilden as of 10/7 
$21,052

LIVING GENEROUSLY
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