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Sunday,  
September 4, 2016
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
Scripture: Luke 8:26-39
Sermon: The Essential 

Confrontation
Anthem: “When You Pass Through 

the Water”  
— WEBER  

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers
There are no flowers planned  

for this Sunday.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next 
available dates are September 4, 18 

and 25.

Extended Session
Directors: Carrie and Herbert 

Rieder
Infants/Toddlers: Doug and Laura 

Stout
Twos/Threes: Brandon and Leslie 

Roberts
Fours: Susan and Warren Clayton

Fives: TBD
Pianist: Melanie Ruhlman

Worship Leader: Helen Lee Turner

WORSHIP

My body has changed over time. (This 
is one of those articles I will probably 
regret writing as soon as it’s published; 
it’s a little too personal. Oh well.) 
Ten years ago I developed bulging 
varicose veins in my legs. Are these 
my legs? About the same time, my 
hairline receded, and the inhabitants of 
its borders began to turn grey. Is this 
my head? Since moving to Greenville, 
I’ve gained fifteen pounds. I’m sitting 
on my sofa as I type, and my tummy 
is protruding to provide a little table for 
my coffee mug. I’ve resumed training 
– swimming, biking and running – but 
my weight remains the same. What 
is happening to me? Is this my torso? 
Is this my metabolism? Is this really 
my body? In essence, I’m still me. My 
story is still mine, my identity is still 
intact, but I sure do look different. My 
body has changed over time.

I had coffee with a fellow church 
member last week. He’s seen years 
– decades – of Sundays pass at First 
Baptist Church. Perhaps the most 
significant line of our conversation 
was when he confessed, “I love my 
church, but it sure looks different 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

than it used to.” He went on to share 
about changes that occurred at the 
downtown campus, in the transition 
to Cleveland Street, with each staff 
transition, in his own life and, of 
course, in Greenville as a city. In his 
words, “The church was tighter back 
then. We all sort of looked the same 
and believed the same.” He went 
on to speak of his personal shifts in 
biblical understanding, relationships 
he does not understand, and how 
little we really know of the mystery of 
God; how silly we are in the boldness 
and certainty of our statements about 
God. We talked about how much faith 
practice has changed from the Old 
Testament slaughtering of animals to 
first century ‘demonic-based’ view of 
illness to the darkness of the Middle 
Ages to the over-enlightened-Google-
anything-theology that we endure 
today. And then we reflected on a 
beautiful truth – God has patiently 
walked with us through all of this.

It’s true. Our bodies do not look the 
same. They are not as tight and 
symmetrical as they once were. But 
with age, they tend to be filled with a 
little more wisdom and grace…and 
that’s not a bad thing. 

— Jim

Make supper reservations:  
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/  
 wednesday-night-supper/
Register children birth-grade 5:  
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/  
 registration-pre-child-2016-17/

Wednesdays at First
September 9, 6:00pm, $10 
Gospel Music, Ronn Carroll
Make reservations by 5pm, September 5, 
by contacting Shanda LaForge at  
233-2527 ext. 111 or  
shanda.laforge@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Senior Adult Banquet
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For many years, First 
Baptist has been collecting 
food on a weekly basis to 
share with those served by 
United Ministries. Along 
with other churches, we 
helped provide food for 981 
families from January-June 
of 2016. Recently, United 
Ministries changed the way 
they give food so that a 
family now chooses what 
to put in their bags instead 

of receiving a pre-packed bag. This eliminates food 
waste, especially if there are special dietary needs within 
a family. Participating churches were asked to bring 
one type of food, and we were asked to concentrate on 
canned fruit.

 We have been faithful in our donations, but the need still 
exists. To help meet this need and stock the fruit shelves 
before the holidays, we will have a special chuchwide 
canned fruit drive for our September churchwide mission 
opportunity. Participants include FBC Kindergarten, 
ITP, several sports camps and tournaments held at the 
AYMC, Greenville Tech Charter High School, a home 
school group that meets at the AYMC, all members of 
our congregation, and anyone else who wants to help. 
Help us reach our goal of 1000 cans!

What? Canned Fruit Drive  
When? September 18- October 2 

Where? 3 drop off locations: AYMC, Rotunda,  
Reception Area 

How many? 1000 Cans  
Specifics? ~15 oz. cans or individual serving cups

— Susan K. Shelley, Missions and Affiliations Committee 
member

Canned Fruit Drive
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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING AHEAD...

  In July, we asked for 100 volunteers to 
each fill one bag of school supplies, 
and you responded! In fact, the 
response was so strong we had to 
request 30 more bags. All 130 bags 
were taken to be filled with school 
supplies for a local boy or girl in 
preschool, elementary or middle 
school. The church Reception Area 
was full of bags, and there were 
even extra supplies that wouldn’t fit 
in bags. Thank you for the amazing 
response to this year’s United Way 
School Tools supply drive! According 
to the United Way’s website, more 

than 3500 Greenville County students 
received a new backpack and 
supplies at the August 13 distribution 
day, which surpassed the goal of 3000 
students being served.

Our August churchwide missions 
focus is collecting items for the 
patients at the Greenville Health 
System Cancer Institute. So far our 
collection has been a little sparse, 
but there are a few more days 
left in August (and we will accept 
items brought in the first week of 
September), so there is still a chance 
to help out. Long hours sitting in the 

Chemotherapy room can get lonely 
and dull without things to do, so we 
are collecting items to help pass the 
time and cheer up the patients. These 
items include pens, pencils, ginger 
candy and gamebooks including but 
not limited to sudoku, crosswords and 
word searches. Please place these 
items in the boxes located around the 
church. For more information on the 
Cancer Institute, visit https://www.
ghs.org/healthcareservices/cancer/

— Laura

https://www.ghs.org/healthcareservices/cancer/
https://www.ghs.org/healthcareservices/cancer/
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Happy Birthday!

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE MEMBERS WITH SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS WHO  
ARE NOT ALWAYS ABLE TO BE WITH US IN WORSHIP.

If you have ever been the recipient of a prayer shawl, 
baby bib, baby blanket, hat, scarf or another hand-
made knit or crochet item from our church, you know 
that these items are truly gifts. You know that these 
items can brighten your day, brighten your home, and 
remind you that you are loved and prayed for by your 
church family. The Knit One Crochet, Too group at 
our church works faithfully to make these items and 
remind others of the love of God. 

This group consists of Annelle Locke, Judy Wimmer, 
Joan Kellett, Janet Albert, Pam Christopher, Carol 
Cox and Laurie Waldrop. If you are interested in 
joining with the work of this ministry, the group 
welcomes new members and is happy to teach 
those who need to improve their knit and crochet 
skills. The group will be meeting Tuesday,  
September 6, 1-3pm in the seating area of the AYMC 
and will meet each month through May on the first 
and third Tuesdays. If you would like to support the 
work of this ministry in donation form, monetary 
and yarn contributions are welcomed — acrylic or 

cotton yarns in worsted weight or baby yarn are the 
preference. If you have any questions about this 
ministry or becoming involved, please contact Laurie 
Waldop at lauriewaldrop@bellsouth.net or (864)420-
7043.

— Kendra

Made with Love

Roadrunners to Pisgah Inn and NC Arboretum
On Tuesday, September 20, the 
Roadrunners will head off for the 
Pisgah Inn and North Carolina 
Arboretum. The bus will leave at  
9:30 am and the first stop will be 
lunch at the Pisgah Inn where we will 
enjoy the beautiful panoramic views 
of the Pisgah National Forest along 
the Blue Ridge Parkway. Then we will 
travel to the North Carolina Arboretum 
in the Southern Appalachian 
Mountains just south of Asheville. 
The North Carolina Arboretum boasts 

of acres of cultivated gardens and 
groomed trails featuring some of 
the most beautiful, botanically-
diverse plants in the region. On 
display will be Nature Connects®, 
Art with LEGO® Bricks created by 
nationally renowned, award-winning 
artist Sean Kenney. For pictures 
and more information, visit http://
www.ncarboretum.org/event/nature-
connects-art-with-lego-bricks-by-
sean-kenney/2016-09-20/.

It promises to be a fun day of 
fellowship and enjoyment of God’s 
creation. There is a $10 cost for 
the bus and lunch will be pay 
your own. Contact me at 233-
2522 ext. 111 or shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com to make 
reservations.

— Shanda

September 7 
Earline Shabkie 
Sarah Simpson 
Gossett Home 

27 Conestee Avenue 
Greenville, SC 29605

September 23 
Dixie McAdams 
30 Springcrest 

Court #228 
Greenville, SC 

29609

September 8 
John Smetana 

39 Richwood Drive 
Greenville, SC 

29607

September 29 
Wilma Frese 

104 Willow Bend 
Drive 

Taylors, SC 29687

September 5 
Bob Rogers 

c/o Brookdale-Southpoint  
23 Southpointe Drive 

Room #121  
Greenville, SC 29607
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http://www.ncarboretum.org/event/nature-connects-art-with-lego-bricks-by-sean-kenney/2016-09-20/
http://www.ncarboretum.org/event/nature-connects-art-with-lego-bricks-by-sean-kenney/2016-09-20/
http://www.ncarboretum.org/event/nature-connects-art-with-lego-bricks-by-sean-kenney/2016-09-20/
http://www.ncarboretum.org/event/nature-connects-art-with-lego-bricks-by-sean-kenney/2016-09-20/
mailto:shanda.laforge%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:shanda.laforge%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=


Wednesday Morning Men’s 

Bible Study
The Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible 
Study will reconvene after its summer 
break at 6:30 a.m. on September 14.  

They will continue to meet on the Terrace 

Level of the AYMC (normally in the 6th/7th 
Grade classroom) through  

December 14, and begin the “second 
semester” on January 11, concluding  
May 24. (The specific schedule is, as 

we used to say in the Army, “subject to 
change without prior notice.”) 

             — Bert Strange 
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 29-September 4 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m) 
370-2522 ext. 199
September 5-11 
Kyle Matthews 
236-8587 (h) 

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Vol. LVII  August 29, 2016  No. 34

Financial Needs as of 8/27
$1,634,618

Receipts of 8/26
$1,492,298

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:30pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:15pm  Youth Choir 
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Full salad bar or regular menu choices 
are available by reservation by noon on 

Monday. Reservations may be made 
online at our website or by calling the 

church office. 
MENU 

August 31 
Beef tips & rice, roasted veggies,  

side salad, yeast rolls OR Salad Bar 
Kids: chicken fingers, tater tots,  

fruit, cookies

September 7 
Chicken Enchiladas, Refried Bean 

Casserole, Mexican Rice, side salad  
OR Salad Bar 

Kids: Tacos, Refried Beans,  
Fruit, Ice Cream Cup

Hospitals
The church is not aware of any 

hospitalized members.
Returned home: Charlotte “Charlie” 
Shirley (infant daughter of Rob and 
Susannah Shirley)

Sympathy to…

…the family of Suzy Heape. 
…the family of Helen Roberts.

Congratulations to...
... Amy & Chris Pruitt on the birth of a 
son, Calvin McLeod Pruitt, born  
July 27, 2016 in Durham, NC. His 
grandparents in our church are Anne 
Calhoun and Ronn Carroll.

Care List 
as of 8/29/16

For Your Calendar!
8/31 Wednesdays at First
9/1-5 AYMC Closed - Floor   
  Refinishing
9/3-5 Youth Annual Fall Retreat to  
  Rockmont
9/4 10:30am Kyle Matthews,   
  Proclaimer
9/5 Church Offices Closed  
  – Labor Day
9/7 Wednesdays at First
9/9 Senior Adult Banquet
  Ronn Carroll, Speaker
 Children’s Event: Dinner and a  
  Movie (AYMC)
9/11 9:30am   POC (E-317)
 10:30am Senior Adult Sunday
  First Grade Recognition
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am-1pm   Acolyte Training 
 5-7pm Sunday Nights   
  for Youth
9/14 Wednesdays at First
9/18 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
   Governor’s School  
   Wind Ensemble
 11:30am   Church Conference  
  and Baked Potato Bar   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 5:00-7:00pm   Sunday Nights 
   for Youth

Friday Morning 
Bible Study

Jeremiah: Hope on the  
Trail of Tears
10-11:30am 

September 16 - November 18, 2016; 
January 6 - May 5, 2017

Room F-308 (Johnson Sunday 
School Class)

Facilitated by Michelle McClendon

Cost: $50 per semester. 

Register with Becky Bouton: 
beckybouton@gmail.com or  

Michelle McClendon: 
michellemc216@gmail.com.
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