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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         March 2, 2015

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Engagement Committee

“The Spirit comes in stillness, not the whirlwind.”                                                     
– Dianna Butler Bass, Christianity for the Rest of Us

Rustlings...

I rolled my 
suitcase into the 
third floor, king bed, 
non smoking room 
of the Hampton 

Inn in Dalton, Georgia. I sat on 
the edge of the bed and looked 
around. It all looked familiar: the 
bed, the desk and swivel chair, 
the television and accompanying 
remote control, the single sitting 
chair with lamp, the closet with 
mirrored doors, the lavatory with 
single servings of soap, shampoo 
and conditioner, and the bathroom 
with artistically twisted towels. 
Before serving as pastor of First 
Baptist Greenville, I spent about 
forty weeks a year – for a little over 
two years - in hotels, conference 
centers and retreat centers. The 
room looked familiar…

I had a wonderful time with the 
people of First Baptist Church, 
Dalton, Georgia. The people were 
engaged, God’s Spirit was present 
and the ensuing fellowship was 
warm. Like all retreats, I knew my 
time with them was limited and 
by next week we’d both be living 
life on different trajectories. It was 
a brief encounter – a meaningful 

continued on page 4

Furman Singers in Worship on March 8

The Furman 
Singers, pictured 
here, will be the 
guest service 
choir this Sunday, 
the third Sunday 
in the season of 
Lent. Founded in 1946, Furman Singers is one of the premier collegiate 
ensembles in America. The group tours across the United States 
and Europe, showcasing a repertoire that covers everything from 
Renaissance motets to the finest choral music of the 20th century. The 
Furman Singers was started in 1946 by the late              continued on page 2

Winter Retreat  –
a Snowy Success

The youth winter retreat was 
a huge success! Fifty youth and 
15 parents 
made the trek 
to Gatlinburg, 
TN, for skiing, 
snowboarding, 
food, fun and 
fellowship. 

Greg Crowe and Josh Beeby 
were the trip leaders. There were 
also 13 other chaperones that 
dedicated their weekend to building 
relationships with our youth — 

Robert Bailey, 
Wade Bryant, 
Beatriz Dennis, 
Tedd Garner, 
Bo Greene, 
Chrissy Martin, 
Kyle Matthews, 

continued on page 3

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com


    

2015 Budget Goal: $2,300,000 

Budget Needs to Date: $398,079

Receipts as of March 2: $355,290

Sunday, March 8, 2015
The Third Sunday in Lent
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: John 19:23-27
Sermon: Who Is Caring for Whom?
Guest Choir: The Furman Singers

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The flowers in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday, 
March 8, are given 
by the Seminar Class 
in memory of their 
deceased members. 

Sanctuary Flowers

 I see his face in                                                                 
            every flower;
The thunder and the 
                          singing of the birds
Are but his voice – 
                 and carven by his power
Rocks are his written words.   

– Joseph Mary Plunket

A Green Tip 
from SAVER

Missions 
Offering 
$3,158
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Please place the following items 
in the collection containers:

Living Generously @ FBC

Focus on 

Missions:

During March, we  
 are collecting items for 

The Family Effect which serves 
new mothers. The Family Effect, 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, 

works to reduce addiction as a 
leading cause of family collapse 
and harm to children in Upstate 

South Carolina. When addiction in 
the home is healed, child abuse, 

neglect and domestic violence are 
prevented, and a stronger, more 

responsible family is created.

Small bottles of bubbles
Crayons

Coloring books
Squishy balls

Silly putty
Glitter

Bubble wrap

I have been a member of 
FBC for over fifty years. From 
an early age, I was encouraged 
to participate in helping and 
serving others through mission 
opportunities at FBC. As a GA 
(Girls in Action Mission Group) I 
learned about missionaries that 
took their families to faraway 
lands to spread the love of God. 
As a teen and young adult, I was 
encouraged to help with projects 
that reflected God’s love in my 
community. I have been fortunate 
to be a member of many youth 
mission teams to Florida, New 
Mexico, and Tennessee. As an 
adult, I have been blessed to serve 
on mission teams to Tennessee, 
Hungary and Haiti. First Baptist 
provides many ways for us to get 
involved with missions – serving 
at Project Host, packing bags for 
Mission Backpack, making a meal 
for our GAIHN guests – just to 
name a few. One of our largest 
mission opportunities is coming up 
this month. Operation Inasmuch 
offers a way for your whole family 
to get involved for a morning of 
doing for others. It is scheduled for 
March 21. 

Keep giving a monetary offering 
each Sunday – when the offering 
plates are passed – as part of 
your worship. In addition, can you 

Random Acts of Kindness

This week, I generously shared 
a random act of kindness by...  
...sharing plastic bags with the 
nursery for use in disposal of used 
diapers.

...sending soup to a sick neighbor.

A Year of Living Generously
March Stewardship

continued on page 3

Dupre Rhame, former First Baptist 
Greenville minister of music. The 
choir was under the direction of Dr. 
Bingham Vick Jr. from 1970 until 
2010 when Dr. Hugh Floyd began 
his tenure. Their appearance in 
our worship service marks the 
beginning of their spring tour. 
Among the pieces they will sing 
are “God Is Gone Up” by Gerald 
Finzi, “God Is Seen” arranged by 
Alice Parker and Moses Hogan’s 
arrangement of “Abide with Me.” 
Their home concerts will be in 
Daniel Chapel at 8:00 p.m. on 
Monday and Tuesday, March 16 
and 17.

SINGERS                continued from page 1



Please contact Sylvia Clyborne at 370-2522 ext. 137 or 
sylvia.clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.com to make reservations 

for any trip with Roadrunners or Holy Rollers. 

Holy Rollers
March 10

Dahlonega Gold Museum in 
Dahlonega, Georgia

The Wagon Wheel Restaurant
Depart Enoree: 8:30 a.m.

Lunch: pay your own

March 6, 10:30 a.m.
First Friday Lunch and More

(Fellowship Hall)

March 8, 11:30 a.m.
Children’s Art after Worship, 

Session 1

March 13, 5:30-7:45 p.m.
Children’s Dinner and Roller 

Skating (Practice Gym)

March 15, 11:30 a.m.
Children’s Art after Worship, 

Session 2

March 21
Operation Inasmuch

March 22, 9:30 a.m.
Protecting Our Children (E-317)

Menu for March 11
Adults 

Lasagna, Italian Green Beans, 
Garlic Bread, Antipasti Salad, 

Dessert

Kids 
Pizza Bread, Buttered Noodles, 

Fruit, Veggie Sticks, 
Ice Cream Cups

Make 
Wednesday 
night supper 
reservations 
by calling the 

Reception 
Desk by noon on Monday. Serving 

lines are open 4:45-6:15 p.m.

Roadrunners
March 18

The Roost at the Hyatt
The Miniature Train Museum

Depart FBC: 11:00 a.m.
Lunch: pay your own

Cost (museum/bus): $6.00

Menu for March 4
Adults 

New England Clam Chowder, 
Vegetable Beef Soup, 

Grilled Cheese, Salad, Dessert

Kids 
Grilled Cheese, Fruit, 

Chicken Noodle Soup, Cookie

March 6
Fellowship Hall

10:30 a.m.: Activities Begin
Rummikub, Bingo and

a Review by Becky Ramsey 
of Children’s Bibles and 

Bible Story Books

11:15 a.m.: Program
Spring Gardening – Tom DeVenny

11:45 a.m.: Soup and Sandwich 
Lunch

Make reservations by 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 3, by calling Sylvia 
Clyborne at 370-2522, ext. 137.

First Friday Lunch and More

STEWARDSHIP      continued from page 2

give this one Saturday morning 
of your year to serve others in 
our community? It will be a fun 
experience for all of us as well 
as a way for you to be able to be 
the hands and feet of God in your 
community.

– Becky Bouton
Stewardship Committee

YOUTH                    continued from page 1

Leigh McGill, Diane Richardson, 
Matt Rollins, Rusty Rohrbaugh, 
Brent Russo and Ellen Wilson. The 
devotionals were led by some very 
talented youth — Annie Deaton 
Cheyenne Dunn, Shealy Long 
and Naomi Mobley. Be sure to 
thank these people when you see 
them around the church — what a 
special youth family we have!

Please 
remember these 

in our 
congregation 

celebrating birthdays who are not 
always able to attend worship 

services.

March2
Patsy Mitchell

115 Rockingham Road
Greenville, SC 29607

March 22
Jean Coogler

30 Springcrest Ct. Room 206
Greenville, SC  29607

March 31
George Irwin

4 Hoke Smith Blvd
Greenville, SC  29615

Yard Sale Items Needed
It is time to drop off items for 

the Neighborhood Partnership 
Yard Sale. Pick-up service is 
available for large items. Contact 
Frank Smith (ext. 125) for more 
information.

mailto:sylvia.clyborne%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

March 2-8
Baxter Wynn 288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

March 9-15
Kyle Matthews 236-8587 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

  
In the Hospital:   
Memorial: twin newborn daughters, 

Charlie and Millie Smith
Oscar Funderburk

Returned Home:   
Melanie Smith

Jolene Wimberly

Sympathy to:
...the family of Byrd Hammett.

...the family of Stewart Pitts.

Care List as of 
3/2/2015

Extended Session: March 8

Robert and Sarah Farrar  (Directors)
Darin Gehrke and Cherington 
Shucker                                (Twos)
Justin and Whitney Blum    (Threes)
Chris and Jennifer Powell     (Fours)
Brooks and Julie Israel         (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Peggy Nielson                  (Pianist)

DANT                       continued from page 1
encounter – but not an ongoing 
relationship…

I unpacked my suitcase at my 
condo last night, took a shower 
in my shower, plopped onto my 
bed, put my head on my pillow and 
watched the archived Livestream 
broadcast of this past Sunday’s 
service. (Did you really vote 
unanimously for me to take Kyle 
to lunch?!? I’m smiling.) Today 
I pulled into my usual parking 
space at 847 Cleveland Street, 
walked into the church, dropped 
my backpack in my office and am 
sitting in the Sanctuary – under the 
tree – writing my ‘Rustlings’ article.  
It’s good to be home…to have a 
place to call home. I missed you…

– Jim

Easter Lilies to Adorn Sanctuary
 An arrangement of lilies will be placed  in the 
Sanctuary Easter Sunday as both honorary and 
memorial gifts. All gifts will be published in the 

News. If you wish to place a gift, send the following information to the 
attention of Kimberly Coates at the church: 
• Your name, phone number and 

e-mail address, if applicable
• The number of lilies ($15 each)
• In honor of –––––––––––––––
• In memory of _____________

Please make checks payable to 
First Baptist Church. Orders must 
be received  by March 23.

Congratulations 
to Cameron and Jeff 
Preston on the birth of a daughter 
Emerson Leyner Hope Preston, 
on February 2, 2015, in West 
Palm Beach, Florida.  Her older 
brother is John Charles and her 
grandparents in our church are 
Charles and Pat Atkinson. Her 

great-grandfather in our church is 
Dwight Hughey. 

Congratulations to Darby and 
Melanie Smith on the birth of twin 
daughters, Emillie Rose Smith 
(Millie) and Mary Charlotte Smith 
(Charlie) on February 22, 2015.  
Their grandmother in our church is 
Rosemary New.

It’s a Girl!

Interfaith Opportunity
The Interfaith Forum invites you 

to Secrets of an Interfaith Book 
Club with Dr. Michelle McClendon 
and Frances Worthington from 
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on Monday, 
March 23, 2015, at the Greenville 
Baha’i Center, 132 Greenacre 

Road. Bring a brown bag lunch 
(drinks and dessert provided).

Michelle McClendon will 
describe why and how she founded 
two Interfaith Book Clubs in 2007 
and introduce some of the current 
members. 

Frances Worthington will reflect 
on how the group she attends 
influenced the writing of her book – 
Abraham, One God, Three Wives, 
Five Religions.

Those interested can sign up 
for new groups that will be forming 
in April and May. A question and 
answer time follows the program.


