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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         January 5, 2015

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee

“A proud man is always looking down on things and people; and, of 
course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that 
is above you.”                        – C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 20th century

Rustlings...

continued on page 3

TWO YEARS 
AGO…I visited my 
childhood home in 
Eudora, Arkansas. 
I drove the rental 

car to 927 Mabry Street, parked 
in the empty driveway, walked 
the circumference of the red-
brick ranch and ended up in the 
backyard. Then I saw it. Along the 
back left edge of the yard was the 
magnolia tree. I pushed a bottom 
branch aside, slipped in and sat 
against her trunk. This space had 
been a playhouse, a fort, a pirate 
ship, a hiding place, a reading 
space and more. In that quiet alone 
moment, I found myself praying, 
‘God, this was a great tree.’

TODAY…I’m sitting in our 
Sanctuary – our tree. I’m on the 
third pew – front center. The roots 
of this great tree are spread out 
under me. Her trunk climbs the 
wall behind the pulpit and her 
branches are spread above my 
head. I’m writing and thinking 
about this space. This Sunday, 
we will celebrate baptism and the 
ordination of deacons under this 
tree. Next Sunday, we’ll ordain 
Kendra Plating beneath these 
branches. This Spring, Kyle 
Matthews and I will stand near 
her trunk and co-preach a Lenten 
series of sermons on the seven 

Oh, the Weather Outside Is 
Frightful...

From time to time, the church 
cancels worship services or events 
in the event of inclement weather. 
A decision to close the church is 
made by the chair of the Diaconate 
and the senior minister. This 
decision is communicated in 
a number of ways: WYFF, 
Facebook, a message on the 
church voice mail and the church 
website, when possible.

A Year of Living Generously
The offering plate evokes 

different reactions in all of us. 
Some enthusiastically reach for it. 
Others acknowledge the deacon 
with a nod, but do not take the 
plate. Still others stare straight 
ahead avoiding eye contact with 
the deacon while clearly placing 
their hands in their lap in such a 
way as to make clear that they 
aren’t holding anything to put in 
the plate (we’ll assume they all 
make stock donations!). When I 
was very young, the offering plate 
was the one time that I could 
actually participate in what was 
going on during the service. With 
great anticipation, I would hold 
the dollar bill that my parents had 
given me until the plate (actually 
it was a basket on a pole in my 
church) ended up in front of me. 
I would drop it in each week with 
pride. As I aged into my teen and 
college years (and my parents 
stopped giving me money!), 
it became apparent that the 
offertory was actually a bit more 
stressful. They didn’t even call 
it the “offering,” but rather “the 
collection,” insinuating that you’d 
better pay what you owed! The 
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Coordinator Selected by 
Search Committee

The Sustaining Way Search 
Committee formed to hire the 
Annie’s House 
Coordinator has 
named Tiffany 
Kenst to the post. 
The committee 
included Pastor 
Darian Blue 
(Nicholtown Missionary Baptist 
Church Senior Pastor), Alecia 
Brewster (Goodwill Goodguides), 
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 12/31/2014  
$2,278,528

Sunday, January 11, 2015
Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Baptism and Deacon Ordination and Installation
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11, Genesis 1:1-5
Sermon: A Voice Change
Anthem: “Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart” – SCOTT 
Soloist: Debbie Paden Mobley

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.
The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 

and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The flowers in the 
Sanctuary are given 
to the glory of God in 
joyful celebration of the 
life of FM Rogers and 
in honor of Oz Rogers 
in celebration of his 
birthday by their children.

Sanctuary Flowers

 Robert Lilienfeld, 
co-author of the 
book, “Use Less 
Stuff: Environmental 
Solutions for Who We 
Really Are”, notes that 
if every family reused just 2 feet of 
holiday ribbon, the 38,000 miles 
of ribbon saved could tie a bow 
around the entire planet. 

A Green Tip from SAVER

Giving as of 12/31/2014  
$110,450
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Flowers Needed
The flowers placed in our 

Sanctuary do more than beautify 
our worship space. They serve as 
a reminder of the uniqueness of 
God’s creation and of God’s many 
gifts to us. They also serve as gifts 
to God in response to the gifts 
God has given in the lives of those 
important to us. If you would like to 
place flowers in our Sanctuary as 
an act of living generously, contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
The next available dates for the 
Sanctuary are February 1 and 22. 
Architecture and Environmental 
Design. Tiffany brings a wealth of 
knowledge as a Certified Holistic 
Nutrition Consultant, and has 
gained tremendous experience 
in sustainable practices through 
internships and specialized 
training.

While a student at Kent 
State, Tiffany studied abroad in 
Florence, Italy, for a semester. Her 
observation of different cultures 
made her more knowledgeable 
about how communities adapt 
to diverse environments. After 
graduating from Kent State, Tiffany 
traveled to Prescott, AZ, where 
she interned at Ecosa Institute 
and studied the principles of 
regenerative design, permaculture, 
and self-sufficient living.

Rick Joye (Sustaining Way 
Executive Director), Frank 
Smith (First Baptist Greenville 
Neighborhood Partnership 
Minister), Laura Stout (First Baptist 
Greenville Missions Coordinator) 
and Sandis Sullivan (Nicholtown 
Neighborhood Association).

In her new role beginning 
January 15, Tiffany will live in 
Annie’s House and work with a 
variety of partners to maintain the 
house and grounds, proliferate 
sustainable practices (community 
gardens, energy efficiency, etc.) 
to the surrounding communities, 
and demonstrate the feasibility and 
benefits of living more simply and 
sustainably. She will also run and 
serve as the lead mentor for the 
Annie’s House Mentor Program for 
Nicholtown youth.

Hailing from Pittsburgh, PA, 
Tiffany is a graduate of Kent State 
University where she received her 
Bachelor of Science degree in 

During Summer 2012, Tiffany 
worked at Neo-Terra Bio-Intensive 
Mini-Farm in Pennsylvania, where 
she assisted with green design, 
living technologies, holistic health, 
and organic gardening. Tiffany’s 
strong desire to live a self-sufficient 
and healthy life eventually led 
her to Bauman College. There 
she entered the Holistic Nutrition 
Training Program, a two-year 
course of study that provided an 
in-depth look into the foundations 
of nutrition including biochemical 
individuality, anatomy, physiology, 
macro- and micro-nutrient 
requirements, and healthful food 
selection. The program also taught 
about therapeutic applications of 
many foods and supplements that 
assist in preventing and recovering 
from illnesses. She is eager to use 
her knowledge and abilities to serve 
God and to help others grow and 
live a purposeful life. 
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Remember 
these in our 

congregation 
celebrating 
birthdays 

who are not always able 
to be with us in worship:

January 11
Sherry McCollum
206 Brown Road

Simpsonville, SC 29681

January 13
Mary Ann Williams

Laurels of Hendersonville
290 Clear Creek Road

Hendersonville, NC  28792

January Birthdays

Kindergarten Registration 
Commences

Kindergarten registration for 
First Baptist church members will 
be held January 12-16, 2015. 
If you wish to enroll your child 
for the 2015-2016 school year, 
pick up registration forms in the 
kindergarten office beginning 
January 6 or call the office to 
have a package mailed to you. 
Enrollment packages and the $200 
registration fee must be received 
in the kindergarten office by 
January 16 to secure a placement. 
Placements remaining after 
January 16 will be filled from the 
wait list. Contact Dewanda Martin 
at 271-2613 ext. 131 or dewanda.
martin@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
with questions.

Registration for church members 
interested in the 2015-2016 school 
year will take place January 11-18.
Please register your child during 
this time, as registration for 
families on the wait list will begin 
on January 19. 

The Infant-Toddler Program 
meets on Monday from 9:00 a.m.-
noon and Tuesday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. The 
Infant-Toddler Program consists 
of a young infant class, an older 
infant class and three toddler 
classes. Registration materials 
will be on a table in the Nursery 
Lobby on both Sundays during the 
registration period.

For more information, contact 
Rosemary New at 370-2515 
ext. 127 or rosemary.new@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Infant-Toddler Program 
Registration Beginsushers were pretty aggressive with 

the poles, and the basket could 
hover awkwardly right in front of 
you for just a second too long if 
you had nothing to put in it. Our 
arrival at First Baptist reintroduced 
me to a more “relaxed” offering, 
and for the first few years, we 
participated frequently. Soon, I 
realized that it was actually easier 
just to pay off our pledge once per 
year via the mail and not have to 
mess with envelopes, writing lots 
of checks, etc, and I can say that 
other than the annual missions 
offering, we probably went five 
years without ever putting anything 
in the plate during a service. That 
all changed this year, though, when 
our oldest child started first grade. 
Max joined us in “big church” this 
fall, and one of the highlights of the 
service for him is the chance to put 
an offering in the plate. Watching 
him do this every week took me 
back to my own childhood and 
made me realize the importance 
of that weekly ritual. It’s not about 
the amount of money, but rather 
the act of participating alongside 
our fellow church members in this 
communal action and of affirming 
our family’s ongoing commitment to 
the church. So as we enter a new 
year together as a congregation, 
please consider putting something 
in the plate each week. Even 

if your primary 
method of giving 
is outside of the 
service, think about 

dropping in a dollar or two each 
Sunday, and if that’s not possible, 
put in a prayer request or just a 
written blessing. Going through 
that weekly ritual together will 
further bind us as a congregation 
and keep us mindful that First 
Baptist Greenville is our shared 
responsibility as a church family.

– Jason Richards
Stewardship Committee

GIVING                    continued from page 1

Get Fit in 2015

Do your New Year’s 
Resolutions include 
getting or staying fit? 
Why not work on that 

in a group setting? The AYMC 
has several classes for you to 
enjoy. All classes are taught by 
certified instructors. For more 
information contact mittie.taylor@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Monday
  9:15 a.m.     Yoga
  6:00 p.m.     Intermediate Group 
                                             Fitness

Tuesday     
  9:00 a.m.     Pilates
  2:30 p.m.     Yoga
  6:00 p.m.     Yoga
  6:00 p.m.     Intermediate Group 
                                             Fitness

Thursday    
  2:30 p.m.     Yoga
  5:00 p.m.     Beginning Group 
                                             Fitness
  6:00 p.m.     Yoga
  6:00 p.m.     Intermediate Group 
                                             Fitness

Articles for the newsletter must 
be submitted by the Wednesday 
prior to publication for inclusion. 
Please send information to  
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com

Deadline Reminder
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

January 5-11
Jim Dant 478-737-7298 (m)

370-2522 ext. 199

January 5-11
Frank Smith 268-3890 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Returned Home:   
Don Thompson, Mary Pace 

Michael Craig
 

In the Hospital:   
Memorial: Oscar Funderburk

St. Francis: Jean Evans
Jan Smetana

Sympathy to:
...the family of Joanne Montague.

...Lena Smith in the death
of her brother.

...the family of Mary Kramer.
...Becky Bouton and family in the 

death of her uncle.
...Kurt Restine and family in the 

death of his mother.
...Mary Rankin and family in the 

death of her mother.
...Mildred Clardy in the death of 

her husband and Louise Shipman 
in the death of her brother-in-law.

Care List as of 
1/5/2015

Extended Session: January 11

Georgiana and Pat Gray  (Directors)
C. Marie and Steven Carpenter
                                              (Twos)
Anna and Logan Green     (Threes)
Liz and Shane Whatley        (Fours)
Carol Ann and Paul Good   (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Peggy Nielson                  (Pianist)

Congratulations 
to Doug and 
Laura Stout on 
the adoption of 
a daughter, 
Shelley Rachel 
Stout, born 

December 31, 2014. Her 
grandparents in our church are 
Don and Susan Shelley.

It’s a Girl!

 

Please donate 5% of  my 

Total purchase to  First Baptist GV Youth “LIKE” us on  

FACEBOOK 

LOCATION 

First Baptist 
Greenville 

847 Cleveland 
St. 

(Next to YMCA 
& GV Tech) 

The South’s First Consignment Event  

DEDICATED ONLY to Sports! 

CONSIGNORS 

WANTED! 

Accepting ALL Sporting Goods/Equipment  &  

Clothing for the ENTIRE FAMILY! Nike,  

Under Armour, Uniforms, Shoes etc. 

last words of Jesus. Every Sunday, 
our choir will gather in her shade 
and assuredly lift our spirits with 
their music. Weekly, you will be 
here – a gathering of friends in 

the playhouse, the fort, the hiding 
place, the reading space. In the 
quiet of this moment, I find myself 
praying, ‘God, this is a great tree.’ 

– Jim

DANT                       continued from page 1


