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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         December 22, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee

“When a man in a boat throws a rope to a rock, it is not to pull the rock to 
the boat, but the boat to the rock. Prayer, then, is mooring our boat to the 
solid rock.”                                                        – St. Augustine, 5th century

Rustlings... Christmas Eve at First
This year the Christmas Eve 

service of communion will feature 
an additional element – Jim Dant 
will be sharing a sermon with the 
children and giving each child 
in attendance a gift. The service 
begins at 5:00 p.m.

Poinsettia Gifts

Cindy Carson 
and David Carson 
place a 
poinsettia in 
honor of Barbara and Coy 
Carson and another in memory of 
Elizabeth Brian Carson.

June C. Holder gives a 
poinsettia in memory of her 
husband, William R. Holder Jr.

Nancy Foster donates a 
poinsettia in memory of Jack 
Foster Sr.

Jimmy and Peggy Paul place 
a poinsettia in honor of the Blue 
Heaven Sunday School Class.

Nancy and Mike Horne give a 
poinsettia in memory of Nancy’s 
sister, Iris Buchanan.

Bob and Carolyn Cloaninger 
donate a poinsettia in memory of 
Mrs. Oz (F.M.) Rogers.

Judy Allen places three 
poinsettias in memory of Ouida 
Shotts, Robert Lee and Dorothy 
Shotts.

Harrison Marshall and family 
and Mary Stark Kendrick and 
family give two poinsettias in 
memory of Mary Stark and Hap 
Marshall.

Dick Locke donates a poinsettia 
in memory of Bob Locke.

continued on page 3

Over twenty 
years ago…a 
young man walked 
into my study and 
laid a check on 

the desk in front of me. I picked 
it up, glanced at the amount and 
then looked at him. I had been 
privileged to pastor him and his 
family for years. He had a heart 
of gold but did not have Midas’ 
touch when it came to business.  
He and his wife both struggled to 
make ends meet. They lived week 
to week, paycheck to paycheck 
and somehow overcame one 
unforeseen financial setback after 
another. I looked at him and then 
looked at the check again. It wasn’t 
an overwhelming amount, but it 
was far more than I would ever 
expect him to give to the church. 
I was honest. I peered up from the 
paper and asked, “Can you really 
afford this?”  He shrugged his 
shoulders and simply said, “We’ve 
been putting back a little every 
month so that we could contribute 
to the Christmas Missions Offering. 
Dr. Dant, I’ve learned over the 
years, I can’t outgive God.”

Six months ago…I moved to 
Greenville. During this first holiday 
season, I’ve been able to give and 
receive many gifts. I’ve enjoyed 
sharing tokens and words of love 
and appreciation with co-workers 

and family. I’ve enjoyed shared 
time with Sunday School classes, 
church families and the Greenville 
community at large. You’ve been 
generous to me this year. Thank 
you.

Over two thousand years ago…
we received the greatest gift 
imaginable – God’s gift of God’s 
self in the person of the Christ 
child.  It seems no matter what I 
do – day to day, Sunday to 
Sunday, week to week and year 
to year – I can’t outgive God. I’m 
going to continue trying to reflect 
God’s generosity, however. I’m 
going to make one more gift to the 
Lula Whilden Missions Offering, 
and I’m going to write one extra 
check to our church’s budget. I’ve 
been blessed by God’s generosity 
and yours. I’m hoping my gifts 
provide some small blessing in a 
God’s world…

  Merry Christmas, 
   Jim

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com


    

2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 12/18/2014  
$2,025,048

Sunday, December 28, 2014
The First Sunday after Christmas Day
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40
Sermon: What Life Demands
Anthem: “All Is Well” – arr. HUFF 

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The garlands 
are given in 
loving memory 
of Edna and 
Tom Hartness 
by Becky 
and Bobby 
Hartness.

The Nativity set in the Narthex is 
given by Janice and John Johnson 
in honor of the First Baptist staff 
and members. 

The wreath on the gate to the 
Remembrance Garden is given 
in loving memory of Dr. William 
Mitchell by Patsy Mitchell.

Sanctuary Flowers

 Robert Lilienfeld, 
co-author of the 
book, “Use Less 
Stuff: Environmental 
Solutions for Who We 
Really Are”, notes that 
if every family reused just 2 feet of 
holiday ribbon, the 38,000 miles 
of ribbon saved could tie a bow 
around the entire planet. 

A Green Tip from SAVER

Giving as of 12/18/2014  
$94,306
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If you are 
planning 
to donate 
stock to 
First Baptist 
Church in 
2014, please 
be sure that there is adequate 
time for it to be deposited into an 
FBC broker account on or before 
December 31, 2014. 

If you are 70 ½ years old or 
older and have IRA Required 
Minimum Distributions (RMD), 
please check with your financial 
advisor and/or tax preparer 
regarding the Tax Extender Bill 
which PASSED on December 15, 
2014. This bill allows donations 
for 2014 which are made directly 
from your IRA managed account 
and made payable to FBC to be 
used to satisfy required minimum 
distributions from an IRA without 
having the distribution included 
in your taxable income in 2014. If 
you choose to do this, you cannot 
get contribution credit as well; 
however, it will count against any 
pledges you have and will be 
recorded in your record as a “non-
deductible” gift.

If you have made donations from
your IRA manager and the check 
was made payable to First Baptist 
Church, prior to December 15, 2014,
PLEASE CONTACT Gail House 
to discuss how you want these 
donations handled.   

Please discuss any decision 
concerning this with your tax 
preparer.

Year-end Giving

If you have not yet made your 
contribution, there is still time. The 
collection will continue through 
December 31. Members can 
always give online, and there are 
envelopes in the pew racks for use 
during worship services.

Greenville Literacy Association’s 
Greer Learning Center is in 
need of volunteer tutors for adult 
classes. Volunteers teach adult 
students working on GED test 
preparation and, teach non- 
English speaking adults to learn 
English as a Second Language. 
The Greer Learning Center is 
located in the J. Harley Bonds 
Resource Center at 505 North 
Main Street.

For more information, call 
Jennifer Machuca or Gabriela 
Rueda at 864-848-5370 or email at 
machuca@greenvilleliteracy.org.

Volunteers Needed

News on Vacation

The News will not be prepared 
next week but will return on 
Monday, January 5, 2015. 
Visit the church website, www.
firstbaptistgreenville.com, for 
updates. 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!

mailto:machuca@greenvilleliteracy.org
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Remember 
those in our 

congregation who 
are not always 

able to be with us 
in worship:

December 28 
Virginia Lassiter

1409 North Parker Road
Greenville, SC  29609

December 30 
Ethel Wright

Greenwood Regional 
Rehabilitation Hospital

1530 Parkway
Greenwood, SC 29646

December 24-27 
AYMC and Church Offices Closed

December 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Service of 

Communion

December 28, 9:15 a.m. – Church 
Family Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)

December 28, 10:30 a.m. – The 
First Sunday after Christmas Day

Jim Dant, proclaimer

MinisTREE Decorated

FBCG   MinisTREE

•
•

Help decorate the MinisTREE in the Reception Area 
by hanging ornaments when you bring gifts for two 
of our mission programs, Just Clothes And Love and 
Mission Backpack. Volunteers will be available near the 
tree each Sunday morning in December to explain the 
process. Stop by the MinisTREE table, and they will help 
you choose items from the wish lists. When you return 
with your gifts, place them under the tree and hang an 

ornament which is prepared for you. You are encouraged to personalize 
your ornament by adding your family’s name and decorating it if you 
wish. We hope your families will enjoy sharing this giving opportunity 
to two of our very own programs. Please contact Stephanie Wright at    
363-8957 or stephaniewright1023@gmail.com with any questions.

 

 

 

 

Just 

Clothes 

And 
Love 

 

 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all 

together in perfect harmony.  –  Colossians 3:14

•
•

December Birthdays

••

Sharing and Caring

Between now and Christmas, 
$5 of every $15 purchase of Kyle’s 
newest release Be Here Now 
will go toward our Local Relief 
Fund, an especially 
vital ministry during 
the winter months. 
Copies are available 
at the Reception Desk 
until offices close on 
December 23.  Help us help others 
and share the music!

Kindergarten Registration

Kindergarten registration for 
First Baptist church members will 
be held January 12-16, 2015. 
If you wish to enroll your child 
for the 2015-2016 school year, 
pick up registration forms in the 
kindergarten office beginning 
January 6 or call the office to 
have a package mailed to you. 
Enrollment packages and the $200 
registration fee must be received 
in the kindergarten office by 
January 16 to secure a placement. 
Placements remaining after 
January 16 will be filled from the 
wait list. Contact Dewanda Martin 
at 271-2613 ext. 131 or dewanda.
martin@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
with questions.

POINSETTIAS         continued from page 1

continued on page 4

Mary Bolt places a poinsettia 
in honor of Jenny Bright and in 
memory of Tim Bright.

Ken and Mary Bolt give a 
poinsettia in honor of Leonette 
Neal and in memory of Jim Neal.

Ken and Mary Bolt donate 
a poinsettia in honor of Keeter 
Horton and in memory of Sonny 
Horton, another in honor of 
Marietta Bolt and in memory of 
Don Bolt, and an additional one 
in honor of Brenda League and in 
memory of Kelly Blanton.

Mary Bolt places a poinsettia in 
honor of Jenice House.

Ken and Mary Bolt give a 
poinsettia in honor of Teresa, David 
and Clark Gray.

Ken and Mary Bolt donate three 
poinsettias in honor of Martha 
Power, Champ Scott and Mary 
Pace.

Registration for church members 
interested in the 2015-2016 school 
year will take place January 11-18.
Please register your child during 
this time, as registration for 
families on the wait list will begin 
on January 19. 

The Infant-Toddler Program 
meets on Monday from 9:00 a.m.-
noon and Tuesday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. The 
Infant-Toddler Program consists 
of a young infant class, an older 
infant class and three toddler 
classes. Registration materials 
will be on a table in the Nursery 
Lobby on both Sundays during the 
registration period.

For more information, contact 
Rosemary New at 370-2515 
ext. 127 or rosemary.new@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Registration Begins for
Infant-Toddler Program

Hazel Jay Christian donates two 
poinsettias in memory of Jerome 
K. Jay Sr. and Dr. Roy L. Christian.

The Adkins/Bouton Sunday 
School Class places a poinsettia in 
honor of Bill and Elaine Sarratt and 
another one in honor of Ralph and 
Becky Bouton.

mailto:stephaniewright1023@gmail.com
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

December 21-28
Baxter Wynn  288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

December 29-January 4
Matt Rollins 346-0971 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

January 5-11
Jim Dant 478-737-7298 (m)

370-2522 ext. 199

Contact Kimberly Coates at 
370-2522 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com 

Extended Session: December 28

Krista and Matt Good       (Directors)
Beth and Stokely Holder     (Twos)
Beau and Laura Harling     (Threes)
Brandon and Leslie Roberts (Fours)
Lori and Xin Huang              (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Cherry Marshall                (Pianist)

Returned Home:   
Barbara Carson
Calder Ehrmann 

Bill Sarratt
 

In the Hospital:   
Memorial: Oscar Funderburk

Greer Memorial: Don Thompson
St. Francis: Mary Pace

Sympathy to:
...to Chandler Greer and Reg 

Greer in the death 
of their grandmother.

...to Judy Ethridge in the death 
of her mother and 

Michael & Andy in the death 
of their grandmother.

...to Baxter Wynn in the death 
of his uncle.

...Lena Smith in the death 
of her brother and Esther Smith in 

the death of her uncle.

Care List as of 
12/22/2014

POINSETTIAS         continued from page 3

Virginia Wagoner gives a 
poinsettia in honor of Don and 
Jane Watson.

Jo and Don Carson donate 
a poinsettia in honor of Becky 
Hartness for her leadership and 
faithfulness in decorating our 
Sanctuary so beautifully and an 
additional one in honor of Patsy 
Gray for her faithful service to our 
GAIHN program.

Ginny Leaman places a 
poinsettia in honor of Delores 
Bingham.

Ben Turner gives two poinsettias 
in honor of Baxter Wynn and Dot 
Dill.

Jean and B.B. Ashley Jr. donate 
two poinsettias in memory of their 
parents, Ann and B.B. Ashley and 
Margie and C.V. Click.

Beth Chalmers Spurr places 
a poinsettia in honor of Sara 
Chalmers.

Ann Quattlebaum gives two 
poinsettias in memory of Carolyn 
Dennis and Jim Neal.

Joan Garrett donates two 
poinsettias in memory of Ernest 
Garrett.

The Hope Sunday School Class 
places a poinsettia in honor of Dr. 
Claude Stulting.

Alvin and Barbara Hawkins 
place two poinsettias in honor of 
their children; Diane and Scott 
Jeter, Rick and Terri Hawkins, and 
Karen and Bo Greene; and their 
grandchildren; Elizabeth, Caroline, 
Brooklee, Delaney and Robert.

Darrell Corder gives a poinsettia 
in honor of Sandra Corder.

Darrell and Sandra Corder 
place a poinsettia in memory of 
Stephanie Corder and Carey 
Corder and another in honor of 
Cameron Corder and Christopher 
Corder.

Extended Session: January 4

Anna and Thomas Woodham         
                                         (Directors)
J.R. Christy and Ann Godfrey
                                              (Twos)
Justin and Whitney Blum   (Threes)
Jon and Julie Good              (Fours)
Brooks and Julie Israel        (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Melanie Ruhlman             (Pianist)

Sanctuary Flowers Needed to place flowers in the Sanctuary or 
Narthex. The next open date for the 
Sanctuary is January 18. 
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