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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         December 15, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee

“Prayer cannot divert the stream of life, but it can put our lives into the 
stream.” – Moments of Reflection, L.D. Johnson

Santa’s Workshop Needs Elves
Absolute Total Care, Nicholtown 

Missionary Baptist Church and 
the Upstate Urban League have 
partnered to facilitate a Santa’s 
Workshop event on Saturday, 
December 20, from 10:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. at the Phillis Wheatley 
Center. Some of the workshop 
stations will be ornament, 
gingerbread cookie, Christmas 
face painting, Christmas theatre, 
stocking and Christmas card. 
There will also be pictures with 
Santa and hot chocolate, soup and 
sandwiches in the cafeteria. As this 
is a sponsored event, there is no 
financial need, but there is a need 
for “elves” to man (or woman) 
the stations. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to share during 
the holiday season. A training 
session for volunteers will be held 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. Those 
interested should contact Frank 
Smith at 270-2522 ext. 125.

First First on Main
First Baptist 

Greenville gives a 
gift to the community 
this Wednesday, 
December 17. Shop at 
Ten Thousand Villages 
(10% of purchases 
will be donated to the 
Lula Whilden World 
Missions Offering) and 
dine downtown from 
4:00-6:30 p.m. Be at 
the stage on NOMA 

Square by 6:30 p.m. to share Christmas music with our Greenville 
community. 

Christmas at First
Jim Dant will be back in the 

pulpit for morning worship on 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
December 21. Come back in the 
Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. for the 
Candlelight Service of Lessons 
and Carols.

The Christmas Eve Service 
continues  to be a meaningful 
service of communion. This year 
will feature an additional element –  
Jim Dant will be sharing a sermon 
with the children and giving each 
child a gift during the service that 
begins at 5:00 p.m.

At 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, 
December 28, the church will 
gather for Christmas Breakfast 
in the Fellowship Hall before 
worshipping together at 10:30 a.m.

Poinsettia Gifts
Leonette Neal 

gives a poinsettia 
in memory of 
Jim Neal.

Barbara Alexander donates a 
poinsettia in memory of Bobby 
Alexander.

Patsy and Arnold Burrell place 
two poinsettias in memory of Mr. 
and Mrs. Angus Burrell and Mr. 
and Mrs. E.V. Waddell Jr.

Lib Hunter gives a poinsettia in 
memory of Bill Hunter.

Nancy Davis and family donate 
a poinsettia in memory of Miriam 
and Gene Lollis.

Bert and Nancy Strange place a 
poinsettia in honor of their children 

and grandchildren and another in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. 
Strange.

Tom Bruce gives a poinsettia in 
memory of Larkin and Jean Bruce.

Dawn Strickland and Bo 
Campbell donate a poinsettia in 
honor of Ruth Reid and one in 
memory of Rachel Martin.

continued on page 3
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 12/15/2014  
$1,975,785

Sunday, December 21, 2014
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38
Sermon: House Hunting
Anthem: “Away in a Manger” – WILBERG 

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The garlands 
are given in 
loving memory 
of Edna and 
Tom Hartness 
by Becky 
and Bobby 
Hartness.

The Nativity set in the Narthex is 
given by Janice and John Johnson 
in honor of the First Baptist staff 
and members. 

Sanctuary Flowers

 “Taking Godly 
Care of the Earth,” 
a paperback by 
Anna Layton Sharp 
for Grades 2-5, 
provides Scripture-
based information for teachers 
and fun projects for children: 
outdoor learning opportunities and 
engaging activities, discussion 
questions, and games. It is 
available at Amazon for $.01.

A Green Tip from SAVER

Giving as of 12/15/2014  
$92,785
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If you are 
planning 
to donate 
stock to 
First Baptist 
Church in 
2014, please 
be sure that there is adequate 
time for it to be deposited into an 
FBC broker account on or before 
December 31, 2014. If possible, 
please donate early in December 
so that the gift can be processed, 
and the check received by the end 
of the year.

If you are 70½ years old or 
older and have IRA Required 
Minimum Distributions (RMD), 
please continue to check with 
your financial advisor and/or tax 
preparer regarding the status of 
legislation in process that may 
make the Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) tax break 
permanent. If this legislation 
passes, these donations can be 
used to satisfy required minimum 
distributions from an IRA without 
having the distribution included 
in your taxable income in 2014. 
Checks must be paid directly 
from the IRA and be payable to 
First Baptist Church. If you wish 
to donate from your IRA, and the 
legislation does not pass, it would 
be a charitable contribution to FBC 
and a deduction if you itemize, 
and would be considered taxable 
income to you. 

Please contact Gail House if you 
plan to donate using either of these 
options.

Year-end Giving

With new activities sparking 
a renewed emphasis on giving 
and supporting missions here 
and around the world, members 
of the Lula Whilden Task Force 
are grateful for the support of the 
congregation and optimistic about 
sending more funds than ever to 
our mission affiliates. Our children 
set a shining example yesterday 
when over 65 led us in worship, 
returning their own collections 
totaling $871.47.

If you have not yet made your 
contribution, there is still time. The 
collection will continue through 
December 31. Members can 
always give online, and there are 
envelopes in the pew racks and in 
the  envelope packets. The offering 
from the Candlelight Service will 
go towards this special collection. 
Psalm 96:3 reminds us to “Declare 
his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous works among all the 
peoples!” Remember these words 
and prayerfully consider your 
offering. Your support of the Lula 
Whilden World Missions Offering 

will help further the programs of the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
South Carolina and the Alliance of 
Baptists as they partner with others 
around the world to follow Christ’s 
example of love.



Remember 
those in our 

congregation who 
are not always 

able to be with us 
in worship:

December 23 
Hazel Christian

108 W. Earle Street
Greenville, SC  29609

December 24 
Mary Harrill

2130 Dilworth Road West
Charlotte, NC  28203

December 15, 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
College Drop-in at Kendra Plating’s 

Home (240 Pimlico)
December 17, 4:00-7:30 p.m. 

First on Main 
Shop at Ten Thousand Villages

Music at 6:30 p.m.
(NOMA Square) 

December 18, 10:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Roadrunners to Pendleton, SC, 

for Christmas at Ashtabula 
Plantation

December 21, 10:30 a.m. 
The Third Sunday of Advent

Jim Dant, proclaimer

December 21, 6:30 p.m. 
Candlelight Service 

of Lessons and Carols

December 24-27 
AYMC and Church Offices Closed

December 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Service of 

Communion

December 28, 9:15 a.m. – Church 
Family Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)

MinisTREE Decorated

FBCG   MinisTREE

•
•

Help decorate the MinisTREE in the Reception Area 
by hanging ornaments when you bring gifts for two 
of our mission programs, Just Clothes And Love and 
Mission Backpack. Volunteers will be available near the 
tree each Sunday morning in December to explain the 
process. Stop by the MinisTREE table, and they will help 
you choose items from the wish lists. When you return 
with your gifts, place them under the tree and hang an 

ornament which is prepared for you. You are encouraged to personalize 
your ornament by adding your family’s name and decorating it if you 
wish. We hope your families will enjoy sharing this giving opportunity 
to two of our very own programs. Please contact Stephanie Wright at    
363-8957 or stephaniewright1023@gmail.com with any questions.

 

 

 

 

Just 

Clothes 

And 
Love 

 

 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all 

together in perfect harmony.  –  Colossians 3:14

•
•

December Birthdays

Christmas Breakfast

On Sunday, December 28, the 
congregation will enjoy breakfast 
together during the Sunday School 
hour. Call the church office to 
make your required reservation by 
December 21. 

Cost: $8/adult, $3/child

Menu: Sausage, Egg and Cheese 
Casserole

French Toast Casserole
Hash Brown Casserole

Buttered Grits
Fresh Fruit

Assorted Danishes
Biscuits and Condiments

Coffee, Hot Tea, Orange Juice

••

Sharing and Caring

Between now and Christmas, 
$5 of every $15 purchase of Kyle’s 
newest release Be Here Now will 
go toward our Local Relief Fund, 
an especially vital ministry during 
the winter months. Copies are 
available at the Reception Desk 
until offices close on December 23.  
Help us help others and share the 
music!

Kindergarten Registration

Kindergarten registration for 
First Baptist church members will 
be held January 12-16, 2015. 
If you wish to enroll your child 
for the 2015-2016 school year, 
pick up registration forms in the 
kindergarten office beginning 
January 6 or call the office to 
have a package mailed to you. 
Enrollment packages and the $200 
registration fee must be received 
in the kindergarten office by 
January 16 to secure a placement. 
Placements remaining after 
January 16 will be filled from the 
wait list. Contact Dewanda Martin 
at 271-2613 ext. 131 or dewanda.
martin@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
with questions.

POINSETTIAS         continued from page 1

continued on page 4

Sandra and Oscar Funderburk 
place two poinsettias in memory of 
Ruth and Oscar Funderburk and 
Grace and Bernard Simmons.

Lois Stroud and Ginny, Stephen 
and David with their families give 
a poinsettia in memory of Gerald 
Stroud.

Martha Hall donates a poinsettia 
in memory of J. Floyd Hall.

Glenn Brackin Sr. and daughters 
Carol Ard, Peggy Hope and 
Brenda Edens place a poinsettia in 
memory of Glenn Brackin Jr.

Maye-Webb Tatum gives a 
poinsettia in honor of Majane, 
Carol and Charles and in memory 
of Odes “Buz” Tatum, III.

Alvin Rampey donates two 
poinsettias in honor of Vin and 
Jada Rampey and another in 
memory of Edna Rampey.
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

December 15-21
Frank Smith 268-3890 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

December 21-28
Baxter Wynn  288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Extended Session: December 21

Jenna Manning                  (Director)
Boggs and Miller Howard    (Twos)
Jason and Marie Richards (Threes)
Ryan and Shanda LaForge  (Fours)
Daniel and Julie Moniot        (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Rhonda Bradey                (Pianist)

Returned Home:   
Michael Craig
Jan Smetana 

In the Hospital:   
Memorial: Calder Ehrmann

St. Francis: Barbara Carson
Sympathy to:

...the family of Dot White
...Reg Greer in the death

of his grandmother.
...Kevin Camp in the death 

of his grandmother. 

Care List as of 
12/15/2014

ministries, staff and families.
Ted Howie places a poinsettia in 

memory of Jane S. Howie.
Tom and Janet Huskey place 

two poinsettias in memory of their 
parents, Albert and Ethel Southern 
and Bryan and Helen Huskey.

Anne and Wayne Weaver 
donate a poinsettia in memory of 
Mary Frances Willingham.

A poinsettia is given in honor 
of Ruth Little and another given 
in memory of Henry Little by their 
families.

Ann and Bill Jones place a 
poinsettia in memory of Elizabeth 
Ryan.

Harry and Pam Shucker give 
two poinsettias in memory of Helen 
and Harry Shucker and Nelle and 
Jim Burgess.

Nancy McKittrick donates a 
poinsettia in memory of Jim and 
Becky McKittrick.

Two poinsettias are placed in 
memory of John Roberts by his 
wife, children and grandchildren.

Janice Johnson gives a 
poinsettia in honor of the dedicated 
members of FBC Garden Friends.

The Bell family donates a 
poinsettia in memory of Johannah 
Bell.

POINSETTIAS         continued from page 3

continued below

POINSETTIAS         continued from above

Two poinsettias are given in 
loving memory of Elsie Pittman 
Taylor by her family.

Jeanie and Bill Stoddard place 
two poinsettias in memory of 

Pauline and Thomas Pillow and 
Ruby and Bill Stoddard.

Joe and JoAnn Leaphart donate 
two poinsettias in honor of our 
church staff.

Kay Foster gives two poinsettias 
in memory of Darrell Floyd and 
Dan Foster.

Anna, Bradley and Brad Steele 
Sr. place three poinsettias in 
memory of Frances Pearce Steele.

Tina and Joe Ballew donate 
a poinsettia in memory of her 
parents, Jim and Evelyn Hayes, 
and another in memory of Jack 
and Carolyn Dennis.

Carol and Larry Cobb give 
two poinsettias in honor of FBC 

Bell.Cindy

