WHO WAS

LULA WHILDEN?
Born to missions-minded parents in
Camden, SC in 1846, Miss Whilden
traveled to China with her family
when she was two years old. Her
mother died two years later, and the
family had to return to the US. As a
teenager living in South Carolina,
she committed her life to full-time
missionary service. Her mother had
often prayed that her children’s
lives would be spent in ministry on the foreign field, and Lula’s
heart was moved by the prayers of her mother.
Church records show that
Miss Whilden joined First
Baptist Greenville on April 4,
1868, and stayed until 1872
when she went to Canton,
China. She quickly
developed an intense
interest in homeless
children, particularly little
blind girls, who had to
become beggars for a living.
In addition, Lula was drawn
to the boat women who were
forced to live their entire
lives on small boats.
A petite woman, Miss Whilden
served courageously and tirelessly until 1914 when she was the
victim of a vicious attack. She returned to Greenville on furlough,
but was never able to recuperate sufficiently to return to the
mission field. She died in Baptist Hospital in Columbia on
September 26, 1916.
Miss Whilden is buried in Springwood Cemetery in Greenville in the
Whilden family plot and still has relatives in the Greenville area.

Contributions to the Lula Whilden
World Missions Offering

O F F E R I N G

Checks to the Lula Whilden World Missions Offering may be made
to FBCG Whilden World Missions. Designations may be made to
CBF, to The Alliance of Baptists, or to CBFSC. All undesignated
funds will be distributed as follows: CBF 85%, Alliance 10%,
CBFSC 5%. Please give generously and help us reach our goals
of $100,000 and 100% participation!

First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC 29601
864-233-2527
www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

FIR ST BAPT IST C HUR C H
G R EEN VILLE , SC

Go therefore and make disciples
of people of all the nations.

Matthew 28:19

In response to the Great Commission found in Matthew
28:19, First Baptist Church Greenville has always
participated enthusiastically and devotedly in missions
projects.
The Lula Whilden World Missions Offering, formerly known
as Global Missions, is named in honor of an early member
of First Baptist, Miss Lula Whilden.

MISSIONS WITH A
GLOBAL REACH
Our three principal affiliates are The Alliance of Baptists, The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF), and The Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship of South Carolina (CBFSC). Through these affiliations we are able to participate in numerous missions
projects throughout our state, our nation, and the world.

After graduating from Greenville Female College in 1870
and while a member of First Baptist, Miss Whilden was
appointed the first single career missionary by the Foreign
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. She
preceded Lottie Moon by a full year in China. Though she
endured hardships and faced numerous dangers, Miss
Whilden courageously and lovingly served the people of

In South Carolina, through CBFSC, we partner with others in the Metanoia project to help children
living in poverty in the North Charleston area.
www.pushingforward.org
In the US, through The Alliance of Baptists, we partner with others in the Safe Places program in
Arkansas that helps children and families who need shelter from violent situations.
www.safeplaceslr.org
In China, through CBF, we partner with Angel House in Guangxi province, a program dedicated to
providing a full range of services, education, and training to children diagnosed with cerebral palsy.
www.cbfinchina.org/Give.html
These are just three examples of the many opportunities that are available for our contributions. Each of these mission
projects links us to Lula Whilden’s love for people and her dedication to helping the human condition in any way she could.

Canton from 1872 - 1914. She truly embodied missions
and the love of Christ for the human soul.

For a complete listing of our affiliates’ missions projects read online at
www.allianceofbaptists.org

www. www.thefellowship.info

www.cbfofsc.org

