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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         June 23, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

 Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee... 

Rustlings...
HIS HAND...

was raised high 
in the air. He had 
a question for 

the new pastor. Other children 
had been recognized before him 
and their questions were being 
addressed. So he propped his 
elbow on the opposing hand and 
kept it undauntedly raised until 
called upon. Finally recognized, he 
inquired, “What do we call you?” 
It was a good question. I’ve heard 
adults pose it to one another in 
the church hallway, “What do we 
call the new minister?” Some staff 
made the same inquiry in our 
earliest meeting, “What do you 
want to be called?” So, here are 
some categorical suggestions. If 
you happen to be an adult, I would 
prefer you simply call me Jim. 
Often younger adults (particularly 
if I’ve taught them in academic 
settings) feel more comfortable 
calling me Dr. Dant. Often when 
introducing me to others – whether 
individuals or groups – people 
feel more comfortable calling me 
Dr. Dant. But 99% of the time, 
Jim will do. If you are a child, I’ve 
found that most children naturally 
gravitate toward one of three 
options: Pastor Jim, Mr. Jim or Dr. 
Jim. The latter seems to be the 
most oft used. The first feels nice.

“People should not worry as much about what they do but rather about 
what they are. If they and their ways are good, then their deeds are 
radiant. If you are righteous, then what you do will also be righteous. We 
should not think that holiness is based on what we do but rather on what 
we are, for it is not our works which sanctify us but we who sanctify our 
works.

– Meister Eckhart (Dominican theologian, writer and mystic)continued on page 3

Neighborhood Partnership: 
Viola Street, The Good Years, 

Part 2

As part of the Viola Street 
Neighborhood Partnership, 
Monday-Thursday tutoring was 
provided. The sessions proved 
beneficial for both students and 
adults participating.

Dr. Tom Atkinson Sr. said that 
he was recruited to help with some 
“unruly” boys. “I had just retired, 
and this was just what I needed...   
I taught them about making 
change and making purchases 
[They were interested in money.]... 
I gave rewards like Furman football 
games, burgers and shopping for 
school clothes... I was grateful 
for the opportunity to participate 
and share in such a worthwhile 
project.”

Betty Copeland, Viola resident, 
came every day to prepare and 
serve snacks when the children 
arrived. Joan Kellett provided 
bakery products from Loaves and 
Fishes weekly. 

continued on page 3

Vote on Foundation Trustees

During morning worship on 
Sunday, June 29, the congregation 
will vote on the new slate of 
trustee nominees for the First 
Baptist Church of Greenville, 
South Carolina Foundation. The 
three new trustees slated to join 
the Foundation are Bo Campbell, 
Leslie Rodwell and Stephanie 
Wright. Members must be present 
to vote.

Save the Date
Jazz and 

Brunch returns 
on Sunday, 
July 13. Guest 
instrumentalists 

will add to the music during both 
worship and the brunch. Uptown 
Catering will provide a delicious 
brunch consisting of sausage, egg 
and cheese casserole, crab eggs 
benedict, onion pie, creole roasted 
potatoes, fruit and breads for 
adults and French toast sticks and 
chicken fingers for the children. 
Reservations will be required. 
Stay tuned for more information!
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Fellowship Hall 9:15-10:15 

 

Date Topic Speaker 

June 8, 15, 22  A Rabbi's 
Perspective on the 
Old Testament 
Scriptures 

Rabbi Marc Wilson 
 

June 29,  
July 6, 20 

Theology in Film Eric Coleman and 
Matt Rollins 

July 27,  
August 3, 10 

Our Music and 
Worship at FBC 

Vivian Hamilton and 
Kyle Matthews 
 
 

July 13  No joint Sunday School 
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 6/19/2014  
$923,210

Needed Items

Sunday, June 29, 2014
The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 
Sermon: Other Duties as Assigned
Anthem:  “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me” – arr. SCOTT
Soloist: Debbie Paden Mobley

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Missions: Focus on
               During the month of                             

                                                                                                                                                            June, the church 
will be collecting 
    books for The                         

Really Good, 
  Really Big, Really 

  Cheap Book Sale. 
The book sale is Greenville 

Literacy’s largest annual fund-
raising event and will be held 

Saturday, August 16, at McAlister 
Square. Proceeds from the 

sale directly support their six 
fully-staffed learning centers in 

Greenville County, serving adult 
students in Adult Basic Education, 

Pre-GED and English as a 
Second Language programs. For 

more information, visit 
www.greenvilleliteracy.org or call 

467-3456.

Really Good, 

Really Big, 

Really Cheap 

Book Sale

• Fiction
• Nonfiction
• Children’s books
• CD’s
• Audio books
• No magazines, 

encyclopedias, or video 
tapes please 

Roadrunners
On the Move

Monday, July 14
Travelers Rest Extravaganza

11:00 a.m. – Depart FBC
Lunch at Williams Hardware

(pay your own)
Visit Carolina Honey Bee Co.

Cost – $3

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com to make reservations for any 

Roadrunners trip. 

This Sunday, June 29, will be 
the first of three study opportunities 
with Eric Coleman and Matt Rollins 
as they explore theology in film. 
Join them in the Fellowship Hall 
during the Sunday School hour, 
9:15-10:15 a.m.

The flowers in 
the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, June 29, 
are given in loving 
memory of of 
David Cline by his 
wife, children and 
grandchildren.

Open Date for Flowers:

If you would like to place flowers 
in the Sanctuary for our worship 
service, the next open date is 
Sunday, July 27. Contact Kimberly 
Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
370-2522 ext. 128 for further 
information.

Sanctuary Flowers

Uptown Catering’s Meals to Go!
This week only!

Each $40 meal will feed 6-8 
people and must be picked up at 
the FBC kitchen 4:00-6:00 p.m. on 
Thursday or Friday. Orders must 
be placed before 10:00 a.m. on 
Thursday morning. All orders must 
be paid by cash or check.

Meal 1: Chicken Enchiladas, 
Refried Bean Casserole, Mexican 
Rice, Mexican Salad

Meal 2: Beef Tips, Rice, Roasted 
Veggies, Yeast Rolls

Also Available:
chicken salad 

       8 oz. ($4)  16 oz. ($8)
pimiento cheese

      8 oz. ($4)   16 oz. ($8)
buffalo chicken dip

      8 oz. ($4)  16 oz. ($8)
black bean/corn salad

      8 oz. ($3)  16 oz. ($6)

Filmology Theology

Call 421-3195 or e-mail elliesuptown@gmail.com to order.
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continued from page 1
HER HAND...was on the 

computer keyboard and she 
typed, “What do we want to 
call your pastor’s column in the 
weekly newsletter?” We discussed 
several catchy and somewhat 
cute titles: Jim’s Gems, Dr. Dant’s 
Digressions, Poignant Pastoral 
Pontifications. (Okay, we didn’t 
discuss the last one. I just now 
made it up.) None of them, 
however, seemed to fit. It was in 
a quiet conversation with a friend 
that “Rustlings” came to mind. I will 
be preaching beneath the beautiful 
tree that is our Sanctuary. During 
the week, I will no doubt find 
myself sitting alone in that same 
Sanctuary praying and listening for 
the Spirit Wind of God. I like the 
sound of wind coming through the 
leaves of trees...sometimes gently 
and sometimes powerfully making 
its presence known...rustling. Of 
course, I’m well aware rustling also 
may refer to the theft of cattle. And 
I’m certain I’ll steal an idea or two 
for future articles. So, it fits!

THEIR HANDS...put pen to 
papyrus and page and scripted the 
words of holy text. In those lines 
we find many names for our God: 
Elohim, Yahweh, El Shaddai, and 
many more. It really doesn’t matter 
what we call God...as long as we 
take time to call. As you call upon 
God this week, be still and listen 
closely for the rustling of God’s 
presence... – Jim

Rewards and awards were 
presented to the children each 
quarter during family events at the 
Community Center.

Carol Ann Good offered ballet 
classes in a vacant house near 
the Center. One of the boys, B.J. 
Randolph, was accepted at the 
Fine Arts Center. Later he danced 
professionally in New York. 

Bob Ellis and Jack Dennis held 
weekly Bible study for a group of 
senior residents. When a member 
of the group missed they took 
a tape recording of the missed 
session to the participant.

Computer classes were offered 
in the evenings. Assistance with 
GED study was also available.

Jane Milford (Peggy Good’s 
sister) organized and led Viola 
Street Senior Adult Fellowship. 
This group met monthly, and their 
activities included a devotional, 
group singing, crafts, games with 
prizes and a light lunch. Additional 
activities included breakfast out 
and trips to the mountains.

Jane listed the following as 
“fruits” of the program:

• Friendships among the 
residents were strengthened.
• Relationships between FBC 
members and neighborhood 

continued from page 1

 Organic foods contain 
significantly higher levels 
of beneficial fats than 
conventional food (Stanford 
University meta-analysis). 

A Green Tip from SAVER

residents were formed. These 
relationships reflected a mutual 
love, respect and trust for one 
another.
• A deep sense of  God’s 
presence was felt as we met to 
worship, play and share a meal 
together.

Jane’s list of FBC volunteers 
for this program included Ann 
Branyon, Nelle Burgess, Nancy 
McKittrick, Grace Plowden, Judi 
Rushton (another Peggy Good 
sister) and Ruth Reid.

The Viola partnership ended 
in 2000 when the neighborhood 
houses were demolished, 
residents were relocated and 
Stone Academy relocated for a 
year of remodeling which required 
bussing the children.

In Case You Missed It...

During worship on June 22, Matt 
Rollins (right) led the congregation 
in a Covenant of Dedication 
blessing both Jim Dant (left), 
the new senior minister, and the 
congregation as we begin our 
journey of faith together.

Children’s Missions Weeks

Week 2: Grades 3-5

Week 1: Grades 1-2

Fifty-eight children participated 
in Missions Weeks this summer. 
In addition to touring helping 
organizations, such as Greenville 
Free Medical Clinic, CDS and 
United Ministries, the children 
participated in doing missions, 
such as visiting home-bound 
church members, gleaning over 
1500 pounds of squash for area 
food pantries and hosting children 
from Nicholtown Missionary Baptist 
Church Summer Camp.

Youth Choir Accompanist
A Youth Choir accompanist is 

needed to play piano for Youth 
Choir beginning this fall. If you 
are interested in this position, 
please send a resume to kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

continued on page 4
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

June 23-29
Frank Smith 268-3890 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

June 30-July 6
Baxter Wynn  288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Extended Session: June 29
Elizabeth and Sean Union         
                                         (Directors)
TBD                                     (Infants)
John and Terry Stelling          (Twos)
Melissa and Roy Janse      (Threes)
Carol Ann and Paul Good  (Fours)
Candace and Tom Dickinson (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner  (Worship Leader)
Kathy Stewart                      (Pianist)

Hospitals:
     Roger C. Peace: Anne Crabtree
Returned home: Terrie Long

Sympathy to:
..the family of Ryan Carpenter

...the family of Mary Langley
...Nina Martin in the death 

of her nephew

Care List
as of 

6/23/2014

...Jay and 
Kimberly 
Stephens on 
the birth of a 

daughter, Lucy McNeill Stephens, 
born April 23, 2014. Grandparents 
in our church are Carol and 
Mike Stephens, and the great 
grandmother in our church is Ann 
Stephens.

...Brannon and Tyler Arnold on 
the birth of a daughter, Reagan 
Elizabeth Arnold, born May 29, 
2014 in Atlanta, Georgia.  Her 
grandparents in our church are 
Dick and Mimi Jones.

Get Involved!

Come join MidWeek Engaged 
as we partner with members from 
Nicholtown Missionary Baptist 
Church and the Go Church and 
serve in our community together. 
If you would like to partner in this 
project, follow this link to sign-up: 
http://bit.ly/1oO46JQ

Congratulations to...

New Position Announced

The Personnel Committee is very pleased to 
announce that beginning July 1, Jenna Manning will be 
returning to FBC’s staff. Jenna will serve in the newly 
created position of church operations coordinator. In 
this role, Jenna will serve as executive assistant to Jim 
Dant. Other administrative responsibilities include but 
are not limited to: 

• Staff liaison to Food Services Team and Communication Committee 
• Provide administrative support to the Diaconate, Deacon Nominating 

Committee, Personnel Committee and Committee on Committees
• Work closely with Bootie Cothran in managing and enhancing our 

church website and social media communications 
In her previous role as executive assistant, Jenna provided 

exceptional ministry to FBC for 7 years. We are thrilled that Jenna has 
agreed to serve in this new capacity. Please take an opportunity to 
welcome Jenna Manning back to the FBC staff team.

Can You Hear Me Now?

We apologize for the lack of audio during our Livestream broadcast on 
June 22. The technical issues were recognized and have been resolved.

As the Viola Street partnership 
came to a close, Peggy Good said, 
“Viola Street represents one of 
Greenville’s revitalization projects 
that really worked.”

  – Ruth Reid

This article is dedicated to 
Peggy Ellison Good whose vision, 
leadership, dedication and hard 
work changed a project into a 
widely recognized model for 
church-neighborhood partnerships. 

continued from page 3
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