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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         June 9, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

 Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee... 

Rustlings
  TWO DAYS 

AGO…a member 
of the Senior 
Minister Search 
Committee gave 

me a driving tour of Greenville 
and the surrounding area. I 
was provided a map, narrative 
explanations of connecting 
roads, explanations of roads 
that change names (numerous 
times), neighborhood trivia 
and a host of other informative 
anecdotes. Because Greenville’s 
infrastructure is not based on a 
rigid grid system (that may be an 
understatement), he felt the tour 
was necessary. It was necessary, 
but was not completely successful. 
I must confess…I was lost. I am 
directionally challenged…

TWO WEEKS AGO… 
members of the Senior Minister 
Search Committee provided a 
building by building, hallway 
by hallway, room by room, tour 
of the 264,000 square feet of 
space at 847 Cleveland Street. I 
became acquainted with multiple 
stairwells, the history of displayed 
artworks, and the miraculous 
maze of corridors that connect 
purposeful spaces and structures. 
Okay…I confess…I was lost. I am 
directionally challenged…  “Each of us is called to cultivate an inner garden in which the Divine 

Word may grow and flourish.”
 –  St. John of the Cross

The Church Speaks
At the close of worship on June 8,

Baxter Wynn called the church 
into conference and recognized 
Oz Rogers, chair of the Diaconate. 
Rogers brought a joint resolution 
from the Senior Minister Search 
Committee and the Diaconate 
to call Dr. James C. Dant as the 
senior minister of First Baptist 
Greenville. Ed Good, chair of the 
Senior Minister Search Committee, 
made introductory remarks about 
the candidate before Wynn asked 
for any discussion. There being 
none, ballots were distributed. 
Rules of Church Order require 
75% for passage. Of the 543 votes 
cast, 532 were in favor – 98%! We 
welcome Jim Dant as the senior 
minister, beginning June 16.

continued on page 3

MidWeek Engaged Returns

Come join us as we partner 
with members from Nicholtown 
Missionary Baptist Church and 
the Go Church as we serve in our 
community together. If you would 
like to partner in this project, follow 
this link to sign-up: 

http://bit.ly/1oO46JQ

Neighborhood Partnership: 
Voices from the Big Back Yard 

Bible School

“Hooray, hooray Big A!” was a 
cheer from the voices of children 
attending the Back Yard Bible 
School. The Big A was their club. 
The basis for the club name was 
“You shall love the Lord with All 
your heart and All your soul and 
with All your mind and with All 
your strength.” (Mark 12:30) The 
summer Bible School was an 
outreach program sponsored by 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Susie Lee Bagwell made this 
school a reality for FBC when she 
led a group of mission-minded 
members and youth to Haley 
Street Park to begin a partnership 
with area residents. For the next 
eight or nine summers, children 

continued on page 3
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 6/3/2014  
$851,397

Needed Items

Sunday, June 15, 2014
Trinity Sunday 
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews

Anthem:  “Alleluia Round” – PROULX
Soloist: Sara Kathryn Coates

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Missions: Focus on
               During the month of                             

                                                                                                                                                            June, the church 
will be collecting 
    books for The                         

Really Good, 
  Really Big, Really 

  Cheap Book Sale. 
The book sale is Greenville 

Literacy’s largest annual fund-
raising event and will be held 

Saturday, August 16, at McAlister 
Square. Proceeds from the 

sale directly support their six 
fully-staffed learning centers in 

Greenville County, serving adult 
students in Adult Basic Education, 

Pre-GED and English as a 
Second Language programs. For 

more information, visit 
www.greenvilleliteracy.org or call 

467-3456.

Really Good, 

Really Big, 

Really Cheap 

Book Sale

• Fiction
• Nonfiction
• Children’s books
• CD’s
• Audio books
• No magazines, 

encyclopedias, or video 
tapes please

Roadrunners
On the Move

Tuesday, June 17
Lake Lure Excursion

9:30 a.m. – Depart FBC
Tour Mary B. Mullen Bible Camp

Lunch at Larkins on the Lake 
(pay your own)

Relax at Jay Burriss and 
Joel Kirby’s mountain house

Cost – $8

Monday, July 14
Travelers Rest Extravaganza

11:00 a.m. – Depart FBC
Lunch at Williams Hardware

(pay your own)
Visit Carolina Honey Bee Co.

Cost – $3

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com to make reservations for any 

Roadrunners trip. 

 
Fellowship Hall 9:15-10:15 

 

Date Topic Speaker 

June 8, 15, 22  A Rabbi's 
Perspective on the 
Old Testament 
Scriptures 

Rabbi Marc Wilson 
 

June 29,  
July 6, 20 

Theology in Film Eric Coleman and 
Matt Rollins 

July 27,  
August 3, 10 

Our Music and 
Worship at FBC 

Vivian Hamilton and 
Kyle Matthews 
 
 

July 13  No joint Sunday School 

This summer, begun on June 8, 
a joint class meets in the 
Fellowship Hall during the Sunday 
School hour. 

The first series features Rabbi 
Marc Wilson who will speak on 
June 8, 15 and 22. He will share 
“A Rabbi’s Perspective on the 
Old Testament Scriptures.” Rabbi 
Marc H. Wilson has served as 
a congregational rabbi for three 
decades, holding pulpits in 
Chicago, Atlanta, Charlotte and 
Greenville.

A summa cum laude graduate 
of DePaul University, Marc 
was ordained by the Hebrew 
Theological College, from which 
he also holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in Hebrew Literature and Hebrew 
principal’s certificates. He has also 
been a Graduate Fellow at the 
Chicago Institute of Pastoral Care. 
Marc has also published a number 
of essays.

 Wilson is the founder of two 
synagogue-based homeless 
shelters and has served in a 
variety of organizations. He was 
the founder of Greenville Faith 
Communities United, now known 
as the Interfaith Forum. His most 
recent undertaking was developing 
the Year of Altruism with a 
community-wide coalition of over 
60 organizations.

Marc and his wife, Linda, 
are exceptionally proud of their 
blended family of ten children 
and children-in-law, with eleven 
grandchildren and two more on the 
way. 

New Opportunity for Study

June 8, 15, 22

A Rabbi’s Perspective 
on the Old Testament Scriptures

Rabbi Marc H. Wilson

www.greenvilleliteracy.org
mailto:sylvia.clyborne%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:sylvia.clyborne%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:sylvia.clyborne%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
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THIS IS THE WEEK …following 
Pentecost Sunday. And while I 
admit I’m a bit deficient when it 
comes to navigating highways and 
hallways, I’ve always enjoyed –and 
have been a little more adept – 
at recognizing and enjoying the 
direction of the wind. As a child, I 
held a tongue-wet finger toward 
the sky to determine the direction 
to run while releasing kite string 
behind me. I’ve tossed more than 
one tuft of grass into the air to 
determine the best trajectory for a 
golf drive. (By the way, this never 
really helps me, but it looks good!) 
Jeff, a high school friend, taught 
me to watch wind direction while 
on a Hobie Cat so that – whether 
tacking or taking off – we had the 
wind on our side. In the life of 
faith I’ve become accustomed to 
and comfortable with waiting on 
the Wind of God. I try not to start 
rowing until I know which way that 
Wind is blowing. Right now it’s 
blowing hard toward Greenville, 
South Carolina. And I’m looking 
forward to seeing where The Wind 
blows when we are together. I’m 
looking forward to feeling the cool 
comfort of God’s breeze and the 
forceful power of God’s wind with 
you.  Let’s put up the sail!

– Jim

came for Vacation Bible School. 
Many participated.

“It was all about love,” says 
Carol Ann Bell as she remembers 
acting out Bible stories dressed as 
Noah loading the Ark with children 
dressed as animals – or Matt Good 
and Furman football players setting 
up a ladder for Zaccheus before 
Wyline Holder leads in the story.

Peggy Good and Carol Ann Bell 
recall having to clean up the area 
from broken glass, food scraps 
and less-than-mentionable paper 
products left by vagrants who 
frequented the park at night. 

Owen Bouton, Peggy Parker, 
Libby Bell and Leigh Milford were 
just a few of the FBC youth who 

continued from page 1

Deacon Nominating 
Committee Named

The 2014 Deacon Nominating 
Committee consists of the following 
FBC members: Elaine Barnhill; 
Ralph Bouton, Chair; Arnold 
Burrell; Brandt Gilbert; Peggy 
Good; Freda Lark, Chair-elect; 
Harry Shucker; Kristy Way; and 
Reed Wilson.

Members of FBC are 
encouraged to recommend deacon 
candidates to any member of the 
Deacon Nominating Committee.

Stephen Ministers Train

This week 
over 225 
people from 
40 states and 
several foreign 
countries are 
attending 
a Stephen 
Ministry 
Leadership Training Conference in 
Orlando, Florida. Wofford Green 
and Duke McCall are participating 
in this important training. In 
July, Hazel Harris will attend a 
similar conference in Houston. 
They covet your prayers as they 
undertake this important new role. 
A commissioning for the three of 
them will be held during a worship 
service later in the summer. 

If you or someone you know in 
our congregation might be helped 
to navigate day to day living by 
a relationship with a Stephen 
Minister, please contact Baxter 
Wynn, staff liaison, or one of our 
Stephen Ministers. For more 
information, visit the Stephen 
Ministry link on our church website.

John’s Thanks

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so 
much for all of the 
love and kindness 
you have shown 
to Katie and me. The reception, 
gifts and thoughtful words are 
all treasures we will take with us 
along the journey. We look forward 
to seeing you all along the rest 
of the path. Thank you for the 
tremendous opportunity and honor 
of serving alongside each of you!

  Much Love,
  John Callaway

played games, helped serve Kool-
Aid ® and cookies, and hugged the 
children. Grace Plowden was “the 
music lady,” and Marlene Douglass 
was “the book lady.” 

Family members were invited to 
attend an awards session at the 
end of each summer. Love was 
given and love was returned by 
ALL who had a part in the Big Back 
Yard Bible School!

The writer apologizes to 
the many FBC members who 
contributed time, skills, hugs and 
love during the Back Yard Bible 
School years but whose names 
do not appear in this article. Rest 
assured that there is a child (now 
middle-aged) who remembers you, 
your example and your love.

– Ruth Reid 

http://firstbaptistgreenville.s180862.gridserver.com/ministries/stephen-ministry/
www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

June 9-15
Kyle Matthews 236-8587 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

June 16-22
Baxter Wynn  288-4078 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

The Transportation Committee, 
a part of Ministry to Families, offers 
rides for members to and from 
medical appointments. Requests 
made several days in advance will 
be appreciated. Those interested 
in this service may 
call Dorothy Dill at 
268-3284 for more 
information. 

Transportation Ministry

Articles for the newsletter must 
be submitted by the Wednesday 
prior to publication for inclusion. 
Please send information to  
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com

Extended Session: June 15
Jennifer and Jeremy Murphy
                                         (Directors)
Jenna Manning                   (Infants)
Keeley and Terry Krantz        (Twos)
Liz and Shane Whatley      (Threes)
Ben and Elaine Barnhill      (Fours)
Bo Campbell and Dawn Strickland
                                            (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner  (Worship Leader)
Rhonda Bradey                   (Pianist)

Feeding the Hungry

We are 
in need of 
volunteers 
to assist with 
the food pick 
up from our 
collection bins 
and delivery 
to United 
Ministries. 
Time 
commitment is about 1 hour 
every other month. Contact
Susan Webb at 915-6141 or 
chestnutoak711@gmail.com.

Returned home:

Candace Spradlin and baby girl 

Paul Goldsmith

Sympathy to:

...Bob Purkerson in the death of his 
cousin.

...Ethel Wright in the death of her 
sister.

...Rob Pyett and Judy Snyder in 
the death of their uncle.

Care List
as of 

6/9/2014

The flowers in the 
Sanctuary are 
given in loving 
memory of Edna 
and Tom Hartness 
by their children 
and grandchildren. 

Sanctuary Flowers

  Most of antibiotics 
used in the US are 
fed/given to healthy 
livestock, not to treat 
disease, rather to 

promote growth and prevent illness 
from spreading in crowded pens.  
Such indiscriminate use increases 
antibiotic resistance, thereby 
eroding the drugs’ effectiveness in 
livestock and in humans. A meta-
analysis by Stanford University 
confirmed that organic food 
contains significantly lower levels 
of multidrug-resistant bacteria than 
conventional food.

A Green Tip from SAVER

The Personnel Committee 
announces the opening of the full 
time executive assistant position. 
For those wishing to apply for 
the staff position of executive 
assistant, please contact Dr. 
Baxter Wynn, interim senior 
minister, or send resumes with 
cover letter to his attention at First 
Baptist Church, 847 Cleveland 
Street, Greenville, SC 29601 or 
electronically to baxter.wynn@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The 
position description is available 
on request. Applications will be 
received until the position is filled. 
Those serving on the executive 
assistant search committee include 
Baxter Wynn, Louise Stanford, 
Anne Poole and Bob Cloaninger.

Church Seeks 
Full-Time Executive Assistant

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:chestnutoak711%40gmail.com?subject=Susan%20Webb%20email
mailto:baxter.wynn%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:baxter.wynn%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=

