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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         May 19, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

The Foundation – Then and NowKy Space

Today our church enjoys a 
vibrant ministry of neighborhood 
partnership, but do you know how 
and when our outreach all began? 
It may have started with the words, 
“Let us go across the river and 
start a Sunday school,” because 
that’s exactly what we did as 
Greenville Baptist Church in 1861.

As Greenville became a bustling 
center of the textile industry, our 
congregation took notice that 
the growing mill villages did not 
have meeting houses for worship. 
Ready to follow Jesus’ instructions 
from Matthew 25:35-40, members 

Years ago, 
visionary leaders at 
First Baptist saw the 
need to invest in the 
health and well being 
of its ministers by 

offering them regular professional 
development opportunities, 
including a sabbatical after a 
number of years of service.  The 
idea was not only to provide a 
benefit to the staff, but to the 
congregation as well, and to model 
the kind of work/life balance every 
person needs.

The Personnel Committee has 
granted me a month of sabbatical 
leave this summer, and so, after I 
preach on June 15th, I will take a 
week of vacation and then dive into 
a month of creative projects and 
study, returning to be in the pulpit 
on July 20th.  I am grateful and 
excited about this opportunity to 
do the composing, recording and 
arranging of music that my pastoral 
duties do not normally allow, and 
to do the research that will equip 
me to be a more effective worship 
leader.  

I will be praying for you daily 
throughout this time.  Will you say 
a prayer for me as well?

   Gratefully,
   Kyle
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Ashley Girvin, 8 Stonedale Drive, Simpsonville, 
SC 29681, joined the church by profession of faith, 
requesting baptism on Sunday, May 18, 2014. Ashley 
is in tenth grade at Mauldin High School. Her parents 
are Doug and Rhonda, and her siblings are Rachel 
and Zach.

crossed the Reedy River to the 
Huguenot Cotton Mill and became 
partners with village residents, 
starting Sunday schools and doing 
mission work.

With the founding of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society in 
1875, our congregation began 
to shift much of our focus and 
our monies away from local 
partnerships towards foreign 

continued on page 4  

With thanks to Ruth Reid and 
Becky Ramsey comes the first 
installment of our history of the 
Neighborhood Partnership: Let Us 
Go Across the River.

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com
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2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 5/15/2014  
$756,743

Sunday, May 25, 2014
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Service of Baptism and Communion
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Baxter Wynn
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-2
Sermon: Have You Been Blessed? 
Anthems: “Room at the Table” – LANTZ
Soloist: Sylvia Hodge

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Remember that contributions 
using your debit or credit card 
through Engage First at the church 
website are accepted.

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com to make reservations for any 

Roadrunners trip. 

• yarn 
• construction paper
• decorations for sock puppets 

(buttons, goggly eyes, etc.) 
• glue (liquid and stick) 
• pipe cleaners

Needed Items

Roadrunners
On the Move

Tuesday, June 17
Lake Lure Excursion

9:30 a.m. – Depart FBC
Tour Mary B. Mullen Bible Camp

Lunch at Larkins on the Lake 
(pay your own)

Relax at Jay Burriss and 
Joel Kirby’s mountain house

Cost – $8

Monday, July 14
Travelers Rest Extravaganza

11:00 a.m. – Depart FBC
Lunch at Williams Hardware

(pay your own)
Visit Carolina Honey Bee Co.

Cost – $3

Missions: Focus on

               In May, we will 
be collecting 
items for the 

Freedom    
School at 

       Metanoia.
                                                                                                                                           

This is a
                           Children’s 
Defense Fund Freedom School, 
which is a daily summer school 

that offers intensive reading and 
values education for students in 

grades 1-10. It also boosts the 
capacity of local college-aged 

community leaders by hiring them 
as Servant Leader Interns to work 

in the school. Our youth will be 
heading to the Freedom School 

this summer for their mission trip.  
These items may be placed in 

the blue bins placed around the 
church. You can learn more about 

Metanoia and the Freedom School 
at www.pushingforward.org.

In Case You Missed It...

 Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee... 

“Every moment and every event of every man’s life on earth plants 
something in his soul.                                                     – Thomas Merton

2014 Giving
$8,833

The standing ovation given to God 
for Rev. Blue’s sermon based on 

the Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Fifth-graders who celebrated with 
their families over lunch in the 

Fellowship Hall

Operation Stillplentytodo

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/nonmemberlogin.aspx?sn=90682&sc=give
mailto:sylvia.clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:sylvia.clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:sylvia.clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.com
www.pushingforward.org


The Personnel Committee 
announces the opening of the full 
time executive assistant position. 
For those wishing to apply for 
the staff position of executive 
assistant, please contact Dr. 
Baxter Wynn, interim senior 
minister, or send resumes with 
cover letter to his attention at First 
Baptist Church, 847 Cleveland 
Street, Greenville, SC 29601 or 
electronically to baxter.wynn@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The 
position description is available 
on request. Applications will be 
received until the position is filled. 
Those serving on the executive 
assistant search committee include 
Baxter Wynn, Louise Stanford, 
Anne Poole and Bob Cloaninger.

Church Seeks 
Full-Time Executive Assistant

 
Fellowship Hall 9:15-10:15 

 

Date Topic Speaker 

June 8, 15, 22  A Rabbi's 
Perspective on the 
Old Testament 
Scriptures 

Rabbi Marc Wilson 
 

June 29,  
July 6, 20 

Theology in Film Eric Coleman and 
Matt Rollins 

July 27,  
August 3, 10 

Our Music and 
Worship at FBC 

Vivian Hamilton and 
Kyle Matthews 
 
 

July 13  No joint Sunday School 

“Smile,” said my friend Rolyn as she clicked her camera. As you 
can see in the picture, both Xi and I are smiling – smiling because we 
are buddies, smiling because we are happy. Xi is happy because his 
Mom and Dad just found a pair of rubber boots for him that will keep 
his little four-year-old feet dry on rainy days, happy because those 
rubber boots are cool CARS rubber boots, and he loves the movie 
CARS. I am happy because Rolyn, Keeley and I just helped two 
families in the GAIHN program find clothes for their children, happy 
because those clothes came from folks in our congregation and our 
community like you. Thank you!

If you are like me, you often ask, “How can I put hands and feet 
on my faith?” Our Just Clothes And Love ministry is one way you can 
answer that question. JCAL is built on these words from Colossians 
– “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.” Would you like to clothe yourself (and 
others!) with love? You can donate your gently used children’s clothes 
and your time to Just Clothes And Love. Feel free to call me, Trevor 
Barton, at 864-525-9530 or Rolyn Rollins at 864-346-0969 for more 
information about how to let JCAL put hands and feet on your faith. It 
will put a smile on your faith, too!

Just Clothes and Love Meets Needs

Memorial Day Schedule

The church offices will be closed 
Monday, May 26, due to the 
Memorial Day holiday. The AYMC 
will be closed May 25-26.

mailto:baxter.wynn@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:baxter.wynn@firstbaptistgreenville.com


The flowers 
in the Sanctuary 
are given by 
Annette and 
Lucius Cline in 
loving memory of 
Lucius’s parents,  
Dr. Lucius M. 
Cline Jr. and 
Margaret Ellen 
Greyard Cline.
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

May 19-25
Kyle Matthews 236-8587 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

May 26-June 1
Matt Rollins 346-0971 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199

Extended Session: May 25

Jennifer and Jeremy Murphy          
                                         (Directors)
Boggs and Miller Howard  (Infants)
Justin and Whitney Blum      (Twos)
Ryan and Shanda LaForge (Threes)
Camp and Leah Wynn         (Fours)
Beau and Laura Harling       (Fives)
Trevor Barton        (Worship Leader)
Cherry Marshall                   (Pianist)

Returned Home:
Bill Moore to The Cottages at 

Brushy Creek, 
Lynsey Kmetz & baby girl

Sympathy to:
...the family of Becky Coggins.

...Priscilla Harris in the death 
of her uncle.

...Shirley Young in the death 
of her aunt

....Kevin Lynch in the death 
of his mother.

Sanctuary Flowers Needed

Care List
as of 

5/19/2014

Sanctuary Flowers

Healthy at 
Home, a book 
by Dr. Tieranoa 
Low Dog, M.D. 
instructs how to 
treat common 
injuries and 

ailments at home with natural 
remedies (detailed recipes 
included) and OTC supplies. She 
also gives detailed information 
about when medical attention 
should be sought. 

A Green Tip from SAVER

Congratulations to Jimmy and Lynsey Kmetz on 
the birth of a daughter, Lucile Culbertson Kmetz, 
born May 13, 2014.  Grandparents in our church are 
Pat and Tony Traynham.

If you would like to place flowers 
in the Sanctuary on June 1, 
please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 370-2522 ext. 128 or  kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

missions. Still, we continued to 
partner with community groups. 
In fact, so many churches had 
resulted from these neighborhood 
partnerships that by 1923, First 
Baptist was referred to as “a 
mother of churches.” Some of 
these congregations include 
Second Baptist, Central Baptist, 
Pendleton Street, Augusta Road 
and Earle Street.

As Greenville changed from 
being a center of mill villages 
to a city of urban communities 
of varying levels of affluence, 
First Baptist’s outreach to our 
neighbors changed as well. Our 

neighborhood partnerships 
began to focus on working with 
our low income African-American 
neighbors, thanks to members 
like WMU leader Susie Lee 
Bagwell who had a passion for 
working with disadvantaged 
youth, helping them “become 
the person God intended you to 
be.” (See Susie Lee and Silas 
Bagwell Endowment Fund.) 
Among other projects, the 
WMU council formed monthly 
missionary circle meetings 
serving African-Americans at the 
Woodland Center and Fieldcrest 
Center which were active for 
many years.
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