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News
     First Baptist – Greenville

We are a community of believers in 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ as 
Lord. We believe in the authority of 
the Bible, the equality of all members, 
unity in diversity, and the priesthood of 
all believers. In communion with and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we follow the Way of Jesus the Christ 
and share the Good News through 
worship, education, ministries, and 
missions. As an autonomous Baptist 
Church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister 
alongside other groups, both Christian and non-Christian. We express our 
love for all in gratitude for the love God has shown to us.         October 20, 2014

Mission Statement

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Thought from the Spiritual Formation Committee
“The only things we can keep are the things we freely give to God. What 
we try to keep for ourselves is just what we are sure to lose.”                                                                                       
                                                                     – Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis

Rustlings...

Lula Whilden 
World Missions Offering

continued on page 3

                                    continued on page 3                                                                                                

I don’t 
particularly like 
ketchup. The smell 
of ketchup does not 
appeal to me... And 

when you get it on your hands, 
your hands smell like ketchup. I 
have friends and family members 
who eat ketchup on almost 
everything: hamburgers, steak, 
eggs, tacos, macaroni and cheese, 
rice and even a few veggies. I’m 
just not fond of ketchup... except 
on French fries... and only on 
‘thick’ French fries... and only 
‘dipped’ in ketchup... certainly not 
‘drenched’ in ketchup. Am I making 
myself clear?

So, when a fellow church 
member suggested we have a 
Ketchup Sunday at church, I was 
hesitant to say the least. Why 
designate a Sunday to celebrate 
a condiment I don’t like – or any 
condiment for that matter? My 
fellow parishioner was not talking 
about condiments, however. He 
was referring to contributions. 
He confessed (and I assured 
him of his forgiveness) that he 
had gotten behind on his giving. 
Summer travels and Fall football 
had distracted his dollars. My 
simple mention of reaching our 
$2,300,000 budget and $100,000 
Lula Whilden Mission Offering 

The Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of South Carolina 
and its more than 50 partner 
churches across the state want 
to transform South Carolina. 
Its mission work focuses on 
church starting and faith sharing, 

disaster response, economic 
development, education, 
healthcare, internationals, 
justice and peacemaking, 
poverty and transformation. In 
2014, it partnered with Palmetto 
Works Community Development 
Corporation in Conway to provide 
education and job training; Tender 
Hearts in York to support women 
and families; and the International 
Ministry at Boulevard Baptist 

“Olivera swept the audience with absolute Olympic virtuosity, 
and that still doesn’t say it.... Hector Olivera is in a class by himself”

– Atlanta Journal Constitution

HECTOR OLIVERA
Concert Organist

October 26, 5:00 p.m.
Sanctuary, First Baptist Church

847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC 29601

This free concert is sponsored by the Music 
Ministry in celebration of the 30th anniversary 
of the Casavant organ. For more information, 

visit www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/music.

Kyle 
Matthews
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Here
Now

  Two Dates -Two Locations

6:30 PM
Sunday
Nov. 2nd

Nov. 23rd

St. Giles Presbyterian
1021 Hudson Road * GVL

First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland St * GVL

Upcoming Musical Opportunities

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com


    

2014 Budget Goal 
$2,300,406 

Giving as of 10/16/2014  
$1,523,953

Sunday, October 26, 2014
Reformation Sunday
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Mark 8:27-35
Sermon: Promised Land: Not All It’s Cracked Up to Be
Anthem: “All Who Dwell in the Shadow of the Lord” – STROOPE

The service choir for this Sunday is the Sanctuary Choir.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM 
and 92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The flowers in 
the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, October 
26, are given to the 
glory of God and in 
memory of Wade, 
Eugene and Harriet 
Bryant; and Lamar 
and Cema Chapman by their 
families.

Sanctuary Flowers

   When one ton of 
plastic bags are reused 
or recycled, the energy 
equivalent of 11 barrels 
of oil is saved.

A Green Tip from SAVER

Giving as of 10/16/2014  
$23,200S
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Missions: Focus on

Remember to make 
your reservations by 
noon on Monday!
Serving lines are open 
4:45-6:15 p.m.

October 22
Adults:

• Lasagna (meat and vegetarian) 
• Roasted Zucchini and Squash
• Garlic/Onion Bread
• Antipasti Salad
• Cheesecake Bars

Kids: 
• Pizza Bread
• Buttered Noodles
• Veggie Sticks
• Fruit
• Ice Cream Cups

What’s in the Pot?

of Greenville. The church, which 
depends on the generosity of 64 
partner churches, provides hot 
meals, groceries, laundry services, 
access to drug treatment, mental 
health counseling, parish nursing, 
computer, training, employment 
counseling and some housing. 
But primarily it is a welcoming 
community that uses worship, 
gardening, art, music and 
volunteerism to include those who 
have been marginalized. All these 
requested items may be placed 
in containers located throughout 
the church. For further information 
please contact Deb Richardson-
Moore at 233-3402 or at deb@
triunemercy.org.

Please place the following items 
in the collection containers:

• WARM blankets (no quilts 
or throws)

• Stocking hats
• Gloves

Triune Mercy Center

These are priority items.

Triune Mercy 
Center is a 
mission church 
that serves 
alongside the 
homeless and 
impoverished 

United Way Needs Volunteers

 United Way is looking for 
volunteers to help prepare tax 
returns for low income families. 
This is a great opportunity not only 
to learn basic tax law, but also to 
serve your community. We provide 
the training through the IRS and 
the volunteer will be certified by 
IRS. Go to HandsOnGreenville.
org (key word: VITA) to sign up for 
the next VITA information session, 

or call 864.467.3546 for more 
information.

Tia’s Farewell
Tia DesJardins is moving 

to Maine. She will be missed 
especially by the 5-year-olds 
whom she helped teach on 
Sundays and the technical crew 
whom she helped by running the 
projector for MidWeek Fellowship 
on Wednesdays. There are three 
opportunities to offer her a parting 
blessing: (1) Before/after worship 
on October 26, (2) Before/after 
MidWeek Fellowship on October 29,
or (3) Lunch at the Haywood Mall 
food court on October 30.

mailto:deb@triunemercy.org
mailto:deb@triunemercy.org
HandsOnGreenville.org
HandsOnGreenville.org


Church in Anderson to provide 
counseling in addition or worship 
and Bible study.

In addition to these 
organizations, the Missions 
Committee of CBFSC works with 
First Baptist Church in Allendale 
and other community organizations 
to offer assistance of all kinds in 
this community. Allendale County 
is the poorest in South Carolina 
and one of the most economically 
deprived areas in the nation. With 
frightening statistics, including 
having more than 60% of its 
children living below the poverty 
level, CBFSC has long been 
working to establish a permanent 
presence in the area, to include 
the placement of rural ministers. 
Very recently, Allendale has 
become part of CBF’s Together for 
Hope initiative, opening up more 
resources and partnerships as 
well as opportunities to learn best 
practices.

LULA                       continued from page 1                                                                                                

First Baptist 
Greenville will 
partner with 
Nicholtown 
Missionary 
Baptist Church to 
host a Trunk or 
Treat event. This 
will take place in the parking lot at 
the Phillis Wheatley Center on the 
Wednesday prior to Halloween, 
October 29. This will take the place 
of all Wednesdays at First activities 
with the exception of Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal – no supper, 
children’s activities or MidWeek 
Fellowship will occur.

Partner Event Scheduled
Participants are 

invited to arrive 
at the Phillis 
Wheatley Center  
4:30-5:00 p.m. to 
set up trunks. The 
Trunk or Treat 
event will be open 

5:00-6:45 p.m. 
Make every effort to participate 

in the Neighborhood Partnership 
event. If not available to set up 
your trunk this time, donations of 
candy are also welcomed. If there 
are any questions, contact Frank 
Smith at 370-2522 ext. 125 or 
frank.smith@firstbaptistgreenville.
com.

DANT                      continued from page 1                                                                                                

goals had been fodder for his 
desire to ‘catch up’ on his giving – 
and in his words – give a little more 
than he had planned this year.

There is no official National 
Ketchup Day – and I can 
understand why. There is a 
National Mustard Day – the 
first Saturday in August. (This 
I understand, because I like 
mustard) So, why don’t we make 
Sunday, November 2, our official 
‘Catch Up Sunday’? If you’re 
behind on your giving to the church 
or haven’t made your offering to 
Lula Whilden yet, let’s do it that 
Sunday. Or, like my forgiven friend, 
bring an extra offering to the altar 
of the Lord – above what you had 
planned – and make it a day to 
joyfully, generously celebrate God’s 
goodness in your life. 

I think I’m starting to like catch 
up....

– Jim

Metanoia is CBFSC’s other 
long-standing project. Very 
familiar to our congregation as 
the location of several mission 
trips, it was started in 2002 
with the “Charleston Poverty 
Initiative” after the area was 
identified as having the highest 
concentration of childhood poverty 
in the state. Today, Metanoia 
is building leaders through its 
youth leadership development 
initiatives, generating economic 
development with programs that 
foster entrepreneurship for children 
and adults and establishing quality 
housing through renovation of 
existing homes, building new 
homes and teaching residents 
the life skills for home ownership 
and how this translates to a 
better future for their families and 
neighborhoods.

Our donations through the 
Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering help make this life-
changing work possible for the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
of South Carolina, Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship field personnel 
and the Alliance of Baptists. As we 
celebrate Lula Whilden throughout 
the month of October, please 
remember to include this important 
offering in your giving plans.

Reminder from the LGBT 
Discernment Team

As was announced a few weeks 
ago, our church is planning to hold 
four distinct discernment sessions 
relating to our relationship to the 
LGBT community. The four dates 
are Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 23 – all 
Sundays from 4:00-5:30 p.m. – in 
the Fellowship Hall. The speaker 
for the November 2 session will 
be Jim Dant who will set the stage 
for the discernment process. 
Next week’s News will include the 
specific topics and speakers for 
following sessions. For now, please 
put these dates on your calendars, 
as this is a very important process 
for our church. Child care for 
children through 5th grade will be 
provided by reservation. Make 
your childcare reservation by 
sending an e-mail to carol.christy@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

The Upstate’s Interfaith 
Dinner Dialogues

October 30, 2014, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Visit http://www.interfaithforum-
sc.org/register/index.html to 
register. Registration closes on 
October 23, 2014.

mailto:frank.smith@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:frank.smith@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:carol.christy@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:carol.christy@firstbaptistgreenville.com
http://www.interfaithforum-sc.org/register/index.html
http://www.interfaithforum-sc.org/register/index.html
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PASTORAL CARE
EMERGENCIES

Nights and Weekends

If you are unable to reach this minister 
immediately, please call the Church 
Office, 233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “3” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies.”

October 20-26
Kendra Plating 828-208-1313 (m)

370-2522 ext. 199

October 27-November 2
Kyle Matthews 236-8587 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
Items for the newsletter need to 

be submitted by Wednesday of the 
week preceding publication. Send 
all requests to kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Please 
honor our 

handicapped 
and green 

vehicle parking. 

Extended Session: October 26

Elizabeth and Sean Union               
                                         (Directors)
Cherington Shucker and Darin 
Gehrke                                 (Twos)
Derek and Renee Dunlap   (Threes)
Hailey and Stewart Caldwell (Fours)
Jason and Marie Richards   (Fives)
Helen Lee Turner              (Worship)
Cherry Marshall                (Pianist)

In the Hospital: 
Memorial: 

Don Thompson
Lexington Memorial (Columbia): 

Ann Wade
Returned Home:

Pat Brock, Millie Drake
Furman Hewitt         

Sympathy to:
...the family of Carolyn Dennis.

Care List as of 
10/20/2014

Sunday 
evening, 
First Baptist 
held its 
first annual 
Lulapalooza  
Texas 
Hold ‘Em 
Tournament 
to benefit 
the 

Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering. After Jim Dant gave 
an introductory lesson on the 
game, 59 players participated in 
the tournament, and $5500 was 
raised. At the end of the evening, 
Lee Coates was holding all the 
chips! The coveted Lulapalooza 
Champions Blazer will reside in his 

closet until next year’s champion 
claims it.

Roadrunners on 
the Move

October 28
Pretty Place

Lunch at Hobnob Restaurant 
in Brevard

(pay your own)
Depart church: 9:00 a.m.

Return to church: 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $10 (bus)

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com to make reservations for any 

Roadrunners trip. 

A trip to visit our partner church 
in Cuba over Spring Break of 2015, 
dates to fall between March 27 and 
April 6, has been planned.
For more information or if you are 
interested in joining this team, 
please contact Anne Garner at 
346-0112 or anne.garner@att.net 
by October 31.

Vamanos! Pack Your Bags!!

First Friday Lunch and More

 November 7

10:30 a.m.

Bingo 

Rummikub 

Book Review by Betty Morin: 
Hiking the Appalachian Trail 

by Paul Stutzman  

11:15 a.m.

Program by 
Major Donald L. Arthur

U.S. Army

Cost - $5.00.

Please contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 370-2522 ext. 137 or sylvia.

clyborne@firstbaptistgreenville.
com by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

October 28, to make lunch 
reservations. 

The Jacket 
Goes to...
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